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Ιn Μemοriαm

Τwenty yeαrs hαve ραssed sίnce w.e Ιqst sαw the rαdίαn.ce οf y?υr f.α:e,
sίnceweνιαξstheαrdyοdrgοΙdenwοrds.γίes,twentyyΞατsηρι]eξιίρρed.b.y,
bυt the wουnd ίs stίιι ορεn. Ορen, tοο, ίs the gαρίng ηο.Ιe th_αt_thαt sυdden
υρrΟοtίng Ιeft behίnd ίn the βeΙd where yου Ιαbοred fοr Gοd.

Αt thίs mοment yου αre behοΙdίng yουr Lοrd; yοι! αre sξeίng ΗΨι ``αs
Ηe ίs."  τhe gιοrίe-s οf heαven, whhη the tοngμe οf.nlαn ίξ pοwerΙ,es_s tρ
descrίbe,  αre-nοw yούrs tο enjοy. Τhe mySterίeS οf th? wίξdοm οf G.οΡ,
whίch  we  cαmο{  αρρrehend,   αre  nοw  nο  mysterίes  fοr  yου.   γίου
υnderstαnd, yου Κnοw, yου cοmρrehend.

γου  were  fαther  αnd  frίend  tο  me  αtιd  tο  hυn.dr.e.ds  οf_ οthers;  ο.υ.r
ίnsρίrαtίοn αhd strοng sυρρqrt..  $ο Ι αm Ψρρy !2. dedίcαte tο yου αnd tο
yοίΜ SρίΎίtυα1 chίιdren thίs brίef stοry οf yουr Ιίfe.

We shαιι meet αgαίn!

]αnυαry 1983





ρrefαce

Sοme  οf υs gο thrουgh 1ίfe hίdίng ουr Smαι1 seΙνeS behίnd α
gίαnt.   We  do  sο  becαυse  hίs  ρerSοnαιίty  chαrms  υs,   hίs  Ιίfe
ίnsρίreS υs,  or hίs wοrd Ιίghtens ουr dαrΚness.  Μοre often,  we
Κnοw hίm thrΟυgh hίs wrίtίngs οr hίs sρeeches; SοmetίmeS ίf we
αre fοrtυnαte enουgh, we Κnοw hίm ρersοnα1Ιy οr Ιiνe wίth him. Ι
hαρρen t0 be 0ne Οf thΟse fΟrtυnate ρersοns. Τhere ίs nο better
ίnnυence thαn thαt whίch cοmes frοm 1ίνίng wίth α greαt mαn,
receίνίng the rαdίαtίοn emίtted nοt οnΙy by hίs ίnsρίrίng wοrd bυt
α1sο by hίs Chrίstίαn chαrαcter αnd eχαmρΙe.

Τhe ουtStαndίng chαrαcterίstίc ίn the Chrίstίαh ``wαικ" οf ΚΟS-
tαs Μetαιιίnοs wαs hίs greαt fαίth ίn God.  Ηίs fαίth, νίbrαnt αnd
frυίtfυι,  generαted wίthίn hίm α deeρ αnd νίtαι sρίrίtυαι eχρerί-
ence αbουt whίch he ίnίtίαιιy testίfίed wίthίn the fο1d οf the GreeΚ
Οrthοdοχ  chυrch.  ΑS  wαs  αρραrent  frοm  the  νery begίnnίng,
hοweνer,  the οΙd wίneSΚίnS were nοt Strοng enΟυgh tο cοntαίn
the new wίne.  Sο the Οrthοdοχ chυrch rejected Μetα1ΙίnοS αnd
cοndemned hίs messα8e.

Βυt the ορροsίtίοn οf the trαdίtίοnα1 chυrch wαs nοt the end. Ιt
becαme,  ίnSteαd,  the  begίnnίng  of  α  dynαmίc  wοrΚ  wίth  thίs
ρυrροse: tο cυt αwαy the chαίns οf relίgίουs fοrms αnd trαdίtίοns
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wίth whίch the mοdern Οrthοdοχ chυrch bίnds the sουιs οf men;
tο  αwακen the  cοnscίence  οf the  GreeΚ  ρeορΙe  wίth Ιίfe-gίνίng
ρreαchίng Ιίκe thαt οf the eαrΙy chυrch, Sο thαt the chυrch οf tοdαy
mίght dίscονer αgαίn the ραth thαt she hαs Ιοst; αnd, tο destrοy
wίth the Wοrd οf Gοd the rοtted Sυρροrts οf υnbeΙief .

Μοre thαn α Chrίstίαn mαn,  Μetα11ίnοS wαs αn eνent,  α new
Sίtυαtίοn ίn the hίstοry οf the eναngelίcα1 testίmοny ίn Greece.

ΤΟ hίs ορροnentS, whο were ρrίncίραιιy οf the GreeΚ Οrthοdοχ
cιergy, he wαs nothίng bυt α heretίc, the tοοΙ οf fοreίgn ρrοραgαn-
dα,  αnd  αn  υndermίner  οf  the  nαtίοn's  υnίty.  Βυt  ίnnυentία1
Οrthοdοχ Ιαymen ρrαίsed ΜetαιιίnοS αs  the greαtest twentίeth-
centυry Ρreαcher thαt Greece hαs Κnοwn. Οthers αcΚnοwledged
hίm tο be the mοSt gίfted ίnterρreter οf eναngeΙίcαι trυth, αnd α
GreeΚ  Μίnίster  of  Fίnαnce  chαrαcterίzed  hίs  wοrΚ  αs  ``nαtίοn-
sανίn8.,,

ΤhrΟυgh Μetαιιίnοs,  the gοSρeΙ wαs heαrd ίn αιι ίts sίmρ1ίcίty
αnd ροwer by sο mαny ρeορΙe, ίn sυch ίmροrtαnt hαιιs αnd wίth
Sυch  SρΙendίd  resυιtS  fοr  the  fίrst tίme  ίn  the  Ιίfe  οf the  GreeΚ
natίοn.

ΑS α Ιeαder οf α Sρίrίtυαι mονement, thίs mαn οf Gοd gανe new
breαth tο the reΙίgίουs Ιίfe οf mοdem Greece by hίs ροsίtίνe,wίde-
sρreαd  αctίνίty.  Ηίs  wοrΚ hαs  Ιeft behίnd  α  νίtαι  ίmρrίnt  οn αιι
ΙeνeΙs οf GreeΚ Sοcίety.

Ι. wίsh tο eχρresS my grαtίtυde tο ΕναngeΙοs SοterίαdeS fοr hίs
ίnναιυαbΙe heΙρ ίn the ρrοcess of thίs trαnSΙαtίοn frοm the οrίgίnα1
teχt. ΤhαnΚs αre dυe tο νίοια Ραιοs fοr her Ιαbοr οn the tyρewrίter
αnd her cοnstrυctίνe SυggeStίοns. ΑΙsο tο my chίιdren, ]οhn αnd
Βetsίe,  fοr thίnΚίng υρ the tίtΙe οf thίs bοοΚ; αnd tο my fαίthfυι
cοmραnίοn ίn 1ίfe, LίtSα, fοr her ραtίence αnd cοnstαnt encουrαge-
ment.

γ-zΙ
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Τhe ρrΟmίse

Οctοber 1910. Ιt ίs α cοΙd αnd rαίny nίght. Τhe hουr ίs 1αte. Ιn α
ροοr  neίghborhood  jυst  beΙοw  the  ΑcrοροΙίs  hίιι,  α  1ίght

shίnes ίn α wίndοw. Ιnsίde, α Stυdent ίs bent Ονer αn Ορen bοοΚ ίn
frοnt of hίm, Sοbbίng deeρΙy. Αfter α mοment he rαίses hίs eyeS
υρwαrd αnd wίth greαt dίffίcυιty begίns to sρeακ.

``Ο ]eSυs, Ι dίdn't Κnοw γου, αnd thαt ίs why Ι Κeρt fίghtίng

αgαίnst γου. Ι thαnΚ γου thαt γου hανe αcceρted eνen me. Ι
ρrοmίse γου thαt Ι wίι1 be cοmρΙeteΙy γουrs, αnd Ι wίι1 serνe
γου my whοΙe .  .  ."

Αt thίs ροίnt hίs wοrds αre drοwned ουt by SobS.
Τhe Stυdent wαs ΚοStαs Μetαιιίnοs-the bοοΚ he wαs ΙοοΚίng αt

wαs  the  Νew ΤeStαment.  Τhe ρrοmίse  he mαde  tο ]eSυs  Chrίst
thαt nίght Ιίghted the Παme οf α Ιίfe thαt ίn the fοΙ1οwίng yeαrs
enΙίghtened bοth the wίse αnd the υnΙeαrned αnd wαrmed  the
heαrts οf bοth the rίghteουs αnd the wίcΚed. Fοr fίfty yeαrs thαt
ίnSρίrίng 1ίfe bυrned οn, tο be eχtίngυίshed SυddenΙy οn ]αnυαry
22,  1963.

Τhίs mαn wαs not αmοng the rίch, the wίse, or the greαt οf thίs
wοrΙd. Ηe wαs α serναnt οf the Lοrd deνοted wίth αιι hίs sουι tο
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hίs mίssίοn. Τhe rυιe οf hίs Ηfe αnd the Secret οf hίs sυccesS αre
fουnd ίn ]eremίαh 17:5-8.

``Cυrsed be the mαn thαt trυsteth ίn mαn, αnd mακeth neSh
hίs αrm .... ΒΙessed ίs the mαn thαt trυsteth ίn the LοRD, αnd
whοse hορe the LοRD ίs. Fοr he shαιι be αs α tree ρΙαnted by
the wαters, αnd thαt sρreαdeth ουt her rοοts by the rίνer .  . .
αnd shα11 nοt be cαrefυι ίn the yeαr οf drουght, neίther shαιι
ceαse frοm yίeΙdίng frυίt."

Τhe ΕαrΙy γeαrs

Ιn the nοrthern sectίοn οf the beαυtίfυι ίsΙαnd οf Cοrfυ Ιίes the
νίιιαge  οf  Κοrακίαnα.  Ιt  ίs  α  bαrren,  rοcκy  νnΙαge,  sο  nαmed
becαυse ίt wαs bυίιt οn the sίde οf Μουnt Κοrακίοn, the mουntαίn
wίth the mαny crοws. Τhe sοn οf the regίοn ίs ροοr αnd ίnfertίιe,
bυt ίts ίnhαbίtαnts hανe αιwαys been rίch ίn ΚίndneSs αnd hανe αn
αίr οf nοbίιίty αbουt them.

Α  Sοft-sροΚen,  υnαΗected  Ιeαder  ίn  the  νίιιαge  wαs  Sρίrοs
Μetαιιίnοs,  whο  wαs  Κnοwn by  the  ραtrοnymίc  ``Gαgαs."  Ηίs
gίfted,   grαcίουs  sρίrίt  Ιed  hίs  feΙΙοw  νίιιαgers  tο  eΙect  Sρίrοs
Μetαιιίnos αs theίr mαyοr.

Οn Febrυαry 16, 1891, the hοme οf Μαyοr Μetαιιίnοs tοοΚ οn α
festίνe  hοΙίdαy αίr,  ceΙebrαtίng αn eχtrαοrdίnαrίιy hαρρy  eνent.
Οn thαt dαy hίs wίfe Κοnstαntinα ρresented the fαmίιy wίth α Sοn,
ΚΟstαs. Αnd sίnce ίt wαs the home of αn ofΗcίαι, α Ιαrge nυmber οf
fhendS αnd αcqυαίntαnces Κeρt cοmίng αnd gοίng, νοίcίng theίr
congrαtυ1αtίοns αnd enjοyίng the mαyor's νίntαge wίne.

Τhe fαmίιy's jοy dίd nοt 1αst 1οng, hοweνer. Τhe bοy wαs nοt
eνen twο yeαrs ΟΙd before he becαme bedrίdden wίth bronchίtίs,
mακίng hίs breαthίng dίfβcυιt,  weακenίng hίs whΟΙe bοdy,  αnd
cαυsίng freqυent sρeus οf ρerSίstent cουghίng αnd feνer.

Τhe fαmίιy dοctοr gανe hίs mοther these strίct ίnstrυctiοns οn
hίs νery ΗrSt νίsίt: ``Ιf yου wαnt the bοy tο Ιiνe, dοn't Ιet hίm gο
ουt οf the hουse when the sυn ίs nοt shίnίng. Αnd fοr heανen's
sακe, dοn't eνer Ιet the έhίιd hανe eνen α tαste οf wίne!"

Βυt ίn mοther Κοnstαntίnα's  ορίnίοn,  wίne  wαs α Ιίfe-sανίng
medίcίne fοr ΚΟstαs's ίιιness. Locαι medίcαι fΟΙΚΙΟre wαs sο άrmΙy
rοόted ίn the Ιίfe of the νίιιαge thαt certαίn notίοns were reνered
mοre thαn the αdνίce οf the dοctοr.

.
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Τhe ρeορΙe beΙίeνed thαt wίne chαnges tο bΙοοd ίn the bοdy οf
αn αίιίng ρerson when he dhnΚs ίt υnαdυιterαted '`αs the gΟοd
Lοrd mαde ίt." Ιn sρίte of αιι the dοctοr's wαmίngs, Κοnstαntίna
wΟυιd secretΙy sοακ 1ίttle Κοstαs'S tοαst ίn wίne '`tο brίghten υρ
the chί1d'S fαce α bίt, αnd Ιet the dοctοr sαy whαt he wαnts." Αs
the GreeΚ ρrονerb Sαys, ``Whαt'S Ιeαmed ίn yουth ίs nοt ρυt αsίde
ίn αge," sο tοαst sοακed ίn wίne becαme fοr Κοstαs Μetαιιίnοs the
tαstίeSt οf tίdbίtS.

Εcοnοmίcαι1y sρeακίng, the fαmίιy wαs cοnserναtίνe. Ιt wαs nοt
α weαιthy hοme, αnd there wαs nο hίnt οf eχtrαναgαnce, bυt the
bουntίes  thαt  Gοd  sυρριίes  were  nοt  ΙαcΚίng  frοm  ίtS  1αrder.
Sρίrοs Μetαιιίnοs serνed αs mαyΌr wίthουt αny Sα1αry, sο αιι the
needS  οf  the  fαmίιy  hαd  tο  be  met  by  the  ίncοme  frοm  hίs
ρrορerty,  esρecίαιιy frοm hίs νίneyαrds  αnd  hίs  οΙίνe trees.  Αs
Ιοng αs mαnαgement οf the Ηnαnces wαs υnder the eχρerίenced
eye οf the heαd οf the hουsehοΙd,  αι1 went weΙΙ αnd the fαmίιy
ΙαcΚed nοthίng. Βυt when ΚοStαs wαs stίι1 νery yουng, α jυnίοr-
hίgh SchοοΙ stυdent, hίs fαther becαme ίι1 wίth αcυte rheυmαtίsm,
whίch Κeρt hίm bedrίdden υntίι hίs deαth.

Τhίs  sίcΚness  deαιt α  seνere blοw tο the hουsehο1d fίnαnces,
αnd the fαmίιy begαn tο be ίn wαnt. Τhe strυgg1es οf thαt crίtίcα1
ρerίοd cαυsed ΚοStαs Μetαιιίnοs tο wrίte Ιαter,  ``Ι grew υρ ίn αn
enνίrοnment οf dίre ρΟνerty."

ΝeνertheΙeSS he wαs fοrtυnαte αs weΙΙ, becαυse he grew υρ ίn
αn enνίrοnment thαt tαυght hίm the να1υe οf α gοοd υρbrίngίng.
Ηίs  fαther  dίd  hίs  beSt  tο  mαίntαίn  the  wαrmest  αnd  hαρρίest
reΙαtίοns wίth hίs Son. Ηίs ρedαgοgίcαι methοd deρended οn the
wοrd, nοt the rοd, α methοd mοre Sυίted tο the cοnscίentίουs αnd
qυίet chαrαcter οf hίs sοn. Κοstαs sαίd he gοt α whίρρίng frοm hίs
fαther  οnly  οnce  dυrίng  hίs  chίιdhοοd  dαys.  Ιn  the  few  οther
ίnStαnces οf dίsοbedίence, the ρυnίshment wαs α1wαys α ρrαctίcα1
1essοn, αs ίn οne οccαsίοn he relαted:

Ιn the gαrden οf ουr hουse there wαs α fίg tree οn whίch my
Sίster Ραgοnα αnd Ι wΟυιd hαng α rορe tο υse fοr α swίng. Βy
ρ1αyίng ίn thίs wαy, we cαυsed the brαncheS οf the fίg tree tο
becοme crοοΚed.  Ουr fαther fοrbαde υs to swίng οn the fίg
tree αnymοre, bυt we dίd nοt cοmρΙy. Τhereυροn, he cαme tΟ
the gαrden wίth α Sαw αnd mαde υs cυt the tree rίght dοwn tο
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the grΟυnd αnd drαg ίt by ουrSeΙνes tο the α11ey bαcΚ οf the
hουse, α dίstαnce οf αbουt Ηfty steρs.

Α1thουgh sυch methοds mαy seem sοmewhαt eχtreme,  they
neνer  ίn  αny  wαy  weακened  the  1ονe  αnd  resρect  Κοstαs  feΙt
tοwαrd hίs fαther.  Τhe fαther αιsο tοοΚ secret ρrίde ίn hίs  sοn.
Αnd he hαd eνery reαsοn tο. Fοr, αs he wαs grοwίng υρ, Κοstαs
wαs  deνeΙορίng  α  wοnderfυ1  chαrαcter,  αnd  whαt.  wαs  mοrέ
ίmροrtαnt,  he  Ιονed  Ιeαmίng.  From  the  νery  begίnnίng  οf hίs
αcαdemίc  cαreer  the  bοy  Shοwed  α  thίrst  fοr  Κnοwιedge.  Ηίs
schοοΙworΚ wαs so remαrΚαbΙe thαt οne of hίs teαchers οΗέred to
teαch hίm ΕngΙίsh, eνen wίthουt remυnerαtίοn, sο thαt he mίght
Ιαter  cοntinυe  hίs  stυdίeS  αbrοαd  οn  α  schο1αrShίρ.  Τhe  οΗer
seemed  νery  temρtίng  tο  yουng  ΚοStαs,  bυt  hίs  fαther  hαd  α
dίΗerent ορίniοn.  ``Μy bοy," he sαίd tο hίm,  ``yου αre my οnΙy
sοn, αnd Ι dοn't wαnt yου tο gο αbrοαd. Ι need yου neαr me."

Κοstαs's reΙαtίοnshίρ wίth hίs mother wαs jυst αs wαrm.  Ρer-
hαρs we mίght sαy thαt, beίng the οnΙy sοn, Κοstαs hαd becοme
the  dαrlίng  οf  the  hουsehο1d.   Αfter  hίs  fαther's  ίιιness,   hίs
ραrents'  deνοtίοn wαs eνen Strοnger becαυse they nοw 1οοΚed
υροn Κοstαs αs the sοΙe sουrce οf Sυρροrt ίn theίr ο1d αge.

Ιt wαs dυrίng the wίnter οf 1903 thαt Μαyοr Μetαι1ίnοs becαme
bedrίdden wίth rheυmαtίsm. Frοm then οn the cοnstαnt, wαtch-
fυι cαre οf the heαd οf the hουse wαs gοne, αnd the fαmίιy begαn
tο feeΙ the heανy hαnd οf ρονerty. Αnd whαt ρονerty thαt wαs! Αt
tίmes they hαd οnΙy breαd, wίne, αnd οίι οn the tαble.

Ιt ίs trυe thαt dυrίng thοse yeαrs fαrmers ίn generαι were hανίng
α dίffίcυ1t tίme. Βreαd, οίι, αnd wίne were cοnsίdered to be αιmοst
sαcred ίn eνery hουsehο1d. Οne dαy, whί1e ΚοStαs wαs eαtίng, he
cαreΙessιy  drορρed  α  ρίece  οf breαd οn the  nοοr.  Αt the  stem
SυggeStίοn οf hίs fαther he ρίcΚed ίt υρ αt οnce, cαrefυι1y brυshed
ίt οΗ, αnd then he Κίssed ίt αnd αte ίt. ``Τhίs ίs the trαdίtίοn ίn ουr
hουsehοΙd, my Sοn," οbSerνed hίs fαther.

Βecαυse Κοrακίαnα dίdn't hανe ίtS οwn jυnίοr hίgh schοοΙ, the
bοy  hαd  tο αttend  schοο1  ίn  the  neχt νίιιαge,  whίch wαs  three
Κίιοmeters αwαy. Whαt νίνίd recΟΙΙectίοns he retαίned thrουghουt
hίs whοΙe Ιίfe cοncernίng the dαίιy wαικs tο schοοΙ!

Ι υsed tο 1eανe the hουse eνery mοmίng wίth my mοther'S
bΙessίng  αnd  wίth  αn  eαgerneSs  for  stυdy.  Τhοse  trίρs  tο
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υncιe Chrίstοdουιοs Μοther Κοnstαntίnα

schΟοΙ  hανe  remαίned  αn υnfοrgettαbΙe  eχρerίence  fοr me.
Fυ1Ι οf gαίety αnd Ιίfe, α11 the chίιdren wου1d mακe theίr wαy
tο  schοο1  ίn  smαιι  grΟυρs,  sίngίng  ραtrίοtίc  sοngs,  jοΚίng,
Ιαυghίng heαrtίιy, sο thαt we mαde α trυιy feStίνe οccαsίοn οf
the trίρ. Ι remember ίt wαs my greαt deΙίght οn thοSe trίρs tο
Seαrch ίn the hedges αnd gαther νίο1etS. Wheneνer Ι cαυght α
g1ίmρse of α νίοιet, Ι wαnted tΟ ρίcΚ ίt αnd tακe ίt wίth me. Ιts
beαυty  αnd  ρerfυme  chαrmed  my  chίιdίsh  Sρυι.  Ι  υsed  tο
mακe α Smαι1 bουqυet οf them,  αnd οn my retυm hοme,  Ι
wουιd οΗer ίt tο my mοther. ΝeνertheleSs, ίn thοse dαys Ι dίd
hανe α bίtter feeling thαt hαd tο dο wίth the thίngs Ι dίdn't
hανe. Ι remember, fοr ίnstαnce, thαt my felΙοw stυdentS υsed
tο cαrry theίr bΟοΚs tο SchοοΙ wίth greαt ρrίde, whίιe Ι wαs
αshαmed  becαυse  αιι  Ι  hαd  ίn  my  hαnds  wαs  α  nοtebοοΚ.
Dυrίng my jυnίοr hίgh schοο1 yeαrs, Ι neνer bουght α bοοΚ. Ι
υsed tο stυdy frοm nοteS Ι wου1d jοt dοwn αs Ι Ιίstened tο the
eχρΙαnαtίοns of the ίnStrυctοr becαυse αt hοme there wαs nο
money 1eft Ονer fοr me tο bυy the bοοΚs Ι needed.

Αnd yet eαch yeαr Κοstαs wαs ρrοmοted wίth ``eχceΙΙent" αs hίs
grαde. Ηίs dί1ίgence αt SchοοΙ mαde yουng ΚοStαs νery weΙ1 Ιίκed

ίΞΟtΞ::±:οSιterανί:ΙsΙαοgfe;Ξ:::Ξ,n;:ΞeΟ:Ιfdtξ:ννίΞ:efίeΞs,rewgΞ:αΞΙ;e%tehα:
wίth them.
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Fίnα1Ιy,  the  dαy αrrίνed when Κοstαs  grαdυαted frοm jυnίοr
hίgh  schοοΙ  αnd  ρreραred  to  enrοΙΙ ίn the  gymnαsίοn,  οr hίgh
schοοΙ.   Ιt wαs α tίme when cοndίtίοnS αρρeαred υnfανοrαbΙe fοr
hίm tο Ιeανe home. Ηίs fαther's ίιιness wαs gettίng worse, αnd the
fαmίιy  wαs  ρονerty-strίcΚen.  υnder  sυch  cίrcυmStαnceS  ίt  wαs
onΙy  the  greαt  self-sαcrίΗce  thαt αιι  the  members  οf the  fαmίιy
dίsρΙαyed thαt mαde ίt ροsSίbΙe fοr ΚοStαs tο cοntίnυe hίs Stυdίes.
Ηίs  sίster  Ραgοnα  Ιαter  Sαίd,  `'We  mονed  heανen  αnd  eαrth  ίn
οrder tο edυcαte Κοstαs." Κοstαs αttribυed thαt seΙf-SαcrίΗce tο the
worΚίng οf Dίνίne Ρrονίdence.

ΤhαnΚs tο the υnbeΙieναble αnd eχceρtίοnαι seΙf-sαcrίΗce thαt
God  hαd  ίnstίιιed  ίn  the  heαrts  of αιι  the  members  οf my
fαmΗy-Ι wαs αn onΙy son, wίth twο sίsters-Ι cοntίnυed my
stυdίes ίn the gymnαsίοn, Ιίνίng fοr fΟυr yeαrs ίn ΚerΚyrα, the
cαρίtαι οf Cοrfυ.

Κοstαs ρresented hίmSeΙf tο be enrοΙΙed ίn the Gymnαsίοn οf
ΚerΚyrα ίn the fαιι οf 1904.  Ηe reαched the cαρίtαι cίty, eίghteen
Κίιοmeters frοm hίs νmαge, rίdίng α donΚey υnder the ρrotectίng
cαre οf hίs υncle Chrίstοdουιοs (``υncle Chtοdουιοs" fοr shοrt), α
mαn whο hαd αιι the chαrαcterίstίcS οf οne οf the hemίt Sαίnts.
Βecαυse he dίdn't hανe α fαmίιy οf hίs οwn,  υncιe Chtοdουιοs
deνοted hίmseΙf whοΙeheαrtedly tο hίs brοther's hουsehοΙd.  Εs-
ρecίαιιy αfter mneSs hαd rendered the fαther οf the fαmί1y αιmοst
υseΙesS,  υncιe  Chtοdουιοs  becαme  α  sοrt  οf  sυbstίtυte  fαther,
αιwαyS reαdy tο ρίcΚ the οΗνes, tο hαrνest the grαρes, tο wαter the
gαrden,  οr tο ΙοοΚ αfter Κοstαs.  Wίth whαt αn αίr οf ρrίde αnd
tender cαre he αccοmραnίed the ρrοsρectίνe gymnαsίοn stυdent
tο the cίty thαt dαy!  υncιe Chtοdουιοs tοοΚ ίt υροn hίmseΙf tο
mακe Sυre thαt Κοstαs hαd α sυίtαbΙe ρ1αce tο Ιίνe, tο ίntrοdυce
hίm tο seνerαι οf hίs frίendS, αnd tο encουrαge hίs neρhew ίn thίs
begίnnίng οf α new schοΙαstίc αdνentυre.

Κοstαs hαrdΙy needed encουrαgement, hοweνer, eνen thουgh
thίs  wΟυιd  be   hίs  Ηrst  tίme  tό  Ιίνe  αwαy  from  home.   Ηίs
enthυsίαsm fοr schοοΙ hαd Ονercοme eνery feeΙίng οf feαr οr οf
sorrow cοnnected wίth hίs seραrαtίοn frοm hίs fαmίιy.

Ηe  cαme  to  gymnαsίοn wίth hίs brαίn Ιίκe  α  thίrsty  sροnge,
reαdy tο αbsοrb whαt he reαd ίn hίs teχtbοοΚs οr heαrd frοm the
Ιίρs οf hίs ρrοfesSοrs. Ηe recουnted 1αter sοme οf hίs recοΙΙectίοns
οf thαt ρerίοd οf hίs Ιίfe.
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Κοstαs'  bίrthρΙαce ίn  Κοrακίαnα

Αs  Ι  weΙΙ  remember,  my  sου1's  desίre  dυrίng  thοse  yeαrs
cουιd be Sυmmαrίzed ίn thίs wαy: αn ίnsαtίαble thίrst fοr αι1
Scίentίfίc Κnοwledge αnd fοr αιι the beΙίefs αnd systems thαt
hαd tο dο wίth mαn, the wοrld, αnd Gοd, thαt Ι mίght fίnd
trυth αnd becοme ίts serναnt.

Whί1e  seαrchίng  for  trυth,  yουng  ΚοStαs  wαs  nοt  Ιοng  ίn
becοmίng  fαscίnαted wίth Dαrwίn's  theory,  whίch αt thαt tίme
wαs qυίte the fαshίοn. Ηe fίrst cαme αcrοss Dαrwίn's teαchίngS ίn
α mαnυα1 οf ρhySίοιοgy thαt sυρροrted Dαrwίnίαn eνοιυtίοn. Αnd
when  he  αιsο  heαrd  hίs  ρhysίcs  ρrοfesSοr  sυρροrt  the  sαme
theοry,  Κοstαs's  ίmαgίnαtίοn  wαs  won  ονer  by  Dαrwίn.  Αs  α
resυιt he embrαced mαterίαιίsm αnd becαme αn υnbeΙίeνer.

Ηίs ίdeologίcαι restΙessness dίd nοt αt αιι hίnder hίs αcαdemίc
ρrοgress.  Βeίng serίουs αnd dίιίgent,  he αchίeνed sυccess ίn hίs
stυdίes,  ίn sρίte οf the fαct thαt the Ιίνίng condίtίοns ίn hίs new
enνίrοnment    were    Sοmetimes    αιmοSt    υnbeαrαbΙe.     υncιe
Chtοdου1οs hαd rented α rοοm ίn the cίty fοr hίs neρhew, bυt
Κοstαs α1mοst neνer hαd ίt tο hίmSelf becαυse fίnαncία1 cοnsίderα-
tίοnS mαde ίt necesSαry thαt he shαre ίt wίth οne οr mοre οf hίs
feΙ1Οw stυdentS.

Μeα1S αιsο hαd tο be sυbject tο the strίcteSt ecοnοmy. Ιn οrder
thαt  ΚοStαs  mίght  nοt  hανe  to  sρend  mοney  fοr  fοοd,  hίs
sοΙίcίtΟυs υncιe wουιd come οn fοοt frοm the νί1Ιαge tο the cίty
eνery  Sαtυrdαy  to  brίng  hίs  neρhew  α  bαg  fίιιed  wίth  cheese,
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ροtαtοeS, οίι, αnd wίne. Ηe mαde theSe trίρs bαrefοοted, bυt he
wουιd cαrry hίs shοeS wίth hίm αnd ρυt them οn αs sοοn αs he
reαched the cίty Sο thαt he wουιdn't embαrrαss his neρhew ίn the
Ρresence οf hίs cΙαsSmαtes.

Dυrίng  Εαster WeeΚ οf 1906,  ΚοStαs's  fαther dίed.  Τhe  gοοd
mαyor deραrted frοm thίs Ιίfe αfter beίng bedrίdden αnd sυΗerίng
αrthrίtic ραίnS fοr αbουt three yeαrs. υncιe Chtοdουιοs υndertοοΚ
tο  brίng  the  Sαd  news  tο  Κοstαs,  bυt  αt  the  Ιαst  mοment  he
decίded tο Κeeρ ίt secret,  ``thαt the bοy mίght nοt ίnterrυρt hίs
stυdίes.„

Οn hίs  fίrSt trίρ  αfter hίs brοther'S deαth,  υncιe Chtοdουιοs
cαme tο the cίty wίth the fυ1Ι bαg οf fοοdstυΗS, bυt thίs time hίs
Κίnd fαce wαs fίιιed wίth SαdneSS, αnd he wαs weαrίng α Strαw hαt
wίth α bΙαcΚ mουrnίng bαnd.  ΚοStαs nοtίced the rαdίcαι chαnge,
αnd ουt οf cυrίοsίty αsΚed αbουt the hαt. Τhe οΙd mαn αssυmed α
νery nαίνe eχρreSsiοn αnd αnswered,  ``Ι bουght ίt,  my deαr,  tο
ρrοtect my heαd frοm the sυn."

Ιt wαs  οnΙy when  schοοΙ cΙοsed  αnd  ΚοStαs  retυmed  tο  the
νίnαge fοr Sυmmer ναcαtίοn thαt he Ιeαmed οf hίs fαther'S deαth.
Τhe newS cαυsed α deeρ wουnd ίn the heαrt οf the yουth, and ίt
tοοΚ α Ιοng tίme fοr thαt wουnd tο heαι. Κοstαs nοw tοοΚ ονer αs
the ρrοtectοr οf the fαmίιy, αιthουgh fοr αι1 ρrαctίcαι ρυrροses ίt
wαs ίn fοrm οnΙy. Αccοrdίng tο cυstοm thέ Κίnd αnd eχρerίenced
υncιe αssυmed resροnsίbίιίty fοr the chοres, bυt Κοstαs wοre the
ρrουd αίr οf the heαd οf the hουse.

Νeνertheless Κοstαs's heαrt wαs nοt ίn the ρrορerty οr ίn the
sυρerνίsίοn  οf  the  hουsehοΙd,  bυt  ίn  1eαrnίng.  Τhe  neαrer  he
cαme tο grαdυαtίοn frοm the gymnαsίοn, the mοre he Ιονed hίs
stυdίes. Μαthemαtίcs wαs hίs fανοrίte sυbject, bυt he αιsο shοwed
α  sρecίαι  ρrοfίcίency  ίn  scίence,  ίn  ροetry,  ίn  ρhiΙο1ogy,  αnd  ίn
fοreίgn 1αngυαgeS,  eSρecία1Ιy French.

ReΙίgίουs ΒαcΚgrουnd

ΚΟStαs Μetαι1ίnοs grew υρ wίthΟυt αny sρecίfίc reΙίgίουs nυr-
tυre αt hοme. Τhe reαsοn fοr thίs wαs hίs ραrents'+sρecίαιιy hίs
fαther's-ίndίfference  tοwαrd  the  rίtes  αnd  ceremοnίes  of  the
chυrch. Fοr ΚοStαs's ραrentS, ΙίtαnίeS, reqυίemS, fαsts, the Κίssίng
of ίcοns,  αnd  the  Ιίκe  were  decαdent  αnd  entίreΙy  sυρerΗυουs
mαnίfestαtίοns   οf  ρίety.   Ιt   wαs   nοtι  thαt  these  ρeΟΡΙe   were
ίmρίουs; they were αnythίng bυt thαt. Τhey dίd hανe α reΙίgίουs
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αwαreness  αnd  α  SenSίtίνe  heαrt;  yet they were zeαιουs fοr the
Sυbstαnce rαther thαn the fοrms.

Ενen thουgh ΚοStαs's fαther went tο chυrch οnΙy twο οr three
tίmeS α yeαr,  he wαs reαdy tο wrίte οff the debts οf thοse whο
were υnαbΙe tο reραy. Τhe οccαsίοnS were nοt rαre when, αs he
wαs bringίng breαd hοme frοm the bακery, he wουιd dίstrίbυte α
greαt deαι οf ίt tο hυngry beggαrs he hαρρened tΟ meet οn the
wαy. Οn α certαίn cοΙd wίnter eνenίng ΚοStαs's fαther cαme hοme
wίthουt hίs ονercοαt. When Κοnstαntίnα αsΚed hίm αbουt ίt, he
eχρ1αίned thαt he hαd 1οst ίt Sοmewhere.  Τhe trυth wαs thαt he
hαd gίνen ίt tο α ροοr mαn whο wαs cοΙd.

Τhυs the Μetα11ίnοses ρυt ίntο ρrαctίce α fοrm οf whαt mίght be
cα11ed cοmmοn, nαtυrαι mοrαιίty. Τhey shαred theίr mοney wίth
the ροοr, theίr breαd wίth the hυngry, αnd theίr cΙοthes wίth the
nακed wίthουt tyίng ίn theίr wοrΚs wίth eccιeSίαsticαι οrdίnαnces
οr reΙίgίουs dοgmαs.

Τhe chίef fαctοr thαt α1ίenαted Κοstαs's ραrents frοm the chυrch
αnd ίts fοrms wαs the ίncοmρrehensίbΙe cοntent οf the Ιίtυrgy. Ιn
Ιαter yeαrs ΚοStαs wrοte:

Μy ραrentS rαreΙy αttended the 1οcαι chυrch, where nοne οf
the αttendαnts υnderstοοd αnythίng becαυse αs α rυιe they
were υnedυcαted ρeορΙe. Τhe Ιίtυrgy αnd the chαntS were ίn
the αncίent GreeΚ 1αngυαge wίthουt αny eχρΙαnαtίοn οr αny
ρreαchίng by the ρrίest.

Sίnce  they were wίthουt edυcαtίοn αnd  reΙίgίουs ίnstrυctίοn,
the  νί1Ιαge  ρeορΙe  hαd  α1Ι  sοrtS  οf ρrejυdίces  αnd  sυρerstίtίοns
thαt they dίd nοt reα1Ιy cοmρrehend. Τhey reSοrted tο sρίrίtυαι-
ίsm.  Fοr ίnStαnce, they mίght tαικ tο the Sου1S οf the deαd, they
ρrαctίced eχοrcίsms fοr the heα1ίng οf theίr dίseαses,  they wore
tα1ίsmαns  thαt  they  mίght  ονercοme  the  ''eνίι  eye"  οf  theίr
enemίes, αnd they hαd theίr clothes sρrαyed wίth ίncenSe ίn οrder
tο be freed from theίr temρtαtίοnS.

Αt tίmeS, α1sο, the relίgίουs 1ίfe οf the νίι1αge αρρeαred tο be α
Strαnge cοnglοmerαtίοn οf 1ίtυrgίcαι wοrshίρ αnd relίgίουs mαterί-
α1ίsm.  Sυch  αn αtmosρhere  ρreναίιed  esρecία1Ιy  dυrίng  the  reΙί-
gίουs festίναιs thαt tοοΚ ρ1αce οn the,chυrch grουndS οn the feαst
dαy οf sοme Sαίnt.  Τhere the frαgrαnce οf the ίncense frοm the
sαnctυαry  mίngΙed  wίth  the  οdοrs  frοm  bαrbecυe  grίιιs;  the
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chαntίng οf hymns bΙended wίth the shουts οf the ρeddΙers; αnd
the  sουnds  οf  νίοιinS  αccοmραnyίng  the  dαncίng  Ρresented  α
νerίtαble '`ναnίty fαίr," α ΒαbeΙ οf cοmmercίαιίsm, merrymακίng,
αnd reΙίgίοn where the nesh gοt mυch mοre enjοyment thαn the
sουι. Ιt wαs ίn sυch α reΙίgίουs enνίrοnment thαt Μetαιιίnοs grew
υρ.

Τhe twο ρrίestS οf the νmαge, deνουt men bυt αιmοSt entίreΙy
υnedυcαted,  ρerfοmed  theίr  reΙίgίουs  dυtίeS  Ιίκe  fαίthfυι  ser-
ναnts οf the ΑΙmighty.  Dυrίng the weeΚ,  they οffίcίαted αt the
mαtίns αnd the νesρers wίth Ηttίng deνοtίοn,  eνen thουgh the
wοrshίρerS cουιd be cουnted οn οne hαnd. Βυt fοr the Sυnday
serνίces  the  νnlαgers  wΟυιd  go  tο  chυrch  ίn  drονeS-men,
wοmen, αnd chίιdren. Deeρ ίn the cοnscίence οf these ρeορ1e wαs
rοοted the trαdίtiοn thαt the mere ρhysίcαι ρresence οf α Chrίstίαn
ίn the wοrshίρ serνίce wαs α meαns οf dίνίne grαce fοr hίs sουι. Ιt
dίd nοt mαtter thαt the wοrShίρer cουιdn't υnderstαnd whαt the
Serνίce  wαs  αιι  αbουt  οr  cοmρrehend  the  reαdίngS  frοm  the
gosρeΙs. ΚΟstαs's Ραrents dίd not αcceΡt the ίdeα αnd Ρreferred tΟ
hανe the whοΙe fαmίιy remαίn αt hοme οn Sυndαy. Κοstαs wrοte:

Βecαυse the serνίce wαs αu ίn the αncίent GreeΚ Ιαngυαge, my
fαther Ρreferred tο Ιet me sιeeρ αs ΙΟng αs Ι wίshed οn thαt
dαy οf rest,  rαther thαn tο wακe υρ eαrly αnd Send me tο
chυrch.

Τhίs ρrαctίce, hοweνer, bυΗt υρ α cοοΙnesS between Κοstαs αnd
hίs teαcher.  Ιt wαs α fίm rυιe οf the ρrincίραι thαt αιι StυdentS
mυst αttend chυrch eνery Sυndαy. Whοeνer wαs αbsent hαd tο be
ρυniShed.  Αnd  Sο eνery Μοndαy mοmίng Κοstαs's  nαme  αρ-
ρeαred Οn the reΡΟrt tΟ the ρrίncίραι fΟr the αρρrοΡriαte ρυnίsh-
ment. Μοst οf the chίιdren, eίther frοm feαr οr frοm cυstοm, went
tο chυrch αnd eνen tοοΚ ραrt ίn the Serνίce. Τhey cαrrίed Ιίghted
cαndΙeS, recίted the Lοrd's Ρrαyer, Ιighted the censer, αnd οffered
theίr heΙρ ίn αny οther wαy. Βυt Κοstαs grew υρ α strαnger tο αιι
thίs, wίth thέ resυιt thαt οnce he hαd α νery bίtter eχρerίence `ίn
connectίοn wίth the chυrch.

Αfter Ι  hαd  stαyed αwαy frοm chυrch fοr mαny yeαrs,  the
teαcher sυcceeded nοt οnΙy ίn mακίng me gο tο chυrch οn
Sυndαy, bυt ίn hανίng me tακe ραrt ίn the serνίce by recίtίng
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the Lοrd's Ρrαyer. Ι reαιιy went, bυt Ι mαde α fοοΙ οf myseΙf
becαυse fουr tίmeS Ι begαn tο recίte the ρrαyer αt the wrοng
ραrt  οf  the  serνίce.   Εαch  tίme  Ι  mαde  the  mίstακe,  the
chοrίsterS wουιd reρrίmαnd me ίn αnger ``Ηυsh, yου fοο1, nοt
yet!" whίιe the cοngregαtίοn wου1d Ιαυgh αt my eχρense.

Αs α cοnseqυence, he reΡΟrted,

Ιncίdents  Ιίκe  these  mαde  α  deeρ  ίmρressίοn  οn  me.  Μy
chίιdίsh  cοnscίουsnesS  rebeΙΙed,  αnd  Ι  becαme  cοmρΙeteΙy
αιίenαted  frοm  the  chυrch.   Ιn  my  heαrt  Ι  hαd  nοt  οnΙy
ίndίfference, bυt αιsο αn αntίραthy αgαίnSt reΙίgίοn ίn generαι.

Ιn schοοΙ, the chndren receίνed ίnstrυctίοn ίn relίgίοn, bυt they
dίd  not  Ιίκe  the  sυbject.  Ιt  tended  tο  be  esρecίαιιy  bοrίng  οn
Sαtυrdαys when the chndren hαd to reαd frοm the eρίstΙes αnd
οther ραssαges of Scrίρtυre ίn the αncίent Ιαngυαge, not υnder-
stαndίng whαt they were reαdίng αnd wίthΟυt αny eχρΙαnαtίοn
frοm  the  teαchers.  γουng  Κο'stαs  hαd  Stίι1  αnοther  reαsοn  for
detestίng reΙίgίουs bοοΚS.

Οnce α weeΚ ίn ουr schοοΙ we υsed αs ουr reαder the bοοΚ οf
Ρsαιms ίn the αncίent Ιαngυαge οf the Seρtυαgίnt.  Βecαυse Ι
cου1dn't αΗοrd tο bυy the bοοΚ sο thαt Ι cουιd hανe ίt tο stυdy
αt hοme, Ι fουnd myseΙf cοnfrοnted by thίs bοοΚ αs Sοοn αs Ι
αrrίνed αt SchοοΙ. Ιt wαs νery hαrd tο υnderstαnd. Ιt tίred me
ουt αnd ρrονοκed αn αntίραthy wίthίn me.

Κοstαs's  αntίραthy  αgαίnst  relίgίοn  begαn  to  mαnίfeSt  ίtseΙf
mοre defίnίteΙy dυrίng hίs Ιαst yeαr ίn the gymnαsίοn, when he
αcceρted the teαchίngs of Dαrwίn. From then οn he set hίmseΙf tο
the tαsΚ οf gettίng reαdy tο fίght Chrίst αnd Ηίs teαchίngs, `'wίth α
mαnία αnd a ραssίοn, chαrαcterίzίng ]esυs Chrίst αs the greαtest
enemy οf Scίence αnd οf mαn's ρrοgress, νίιίfyίng bοth Ηίm αnd
Ηίs gοsρeΙ.„

Ιt ίs οbνίουs thαt thίs ίnteΙΙectυαι tυrn tΟ ίnΗdeΙίty on the ραrt οf
ΚοStαs wαs nοthίng bυt α reνοιυtίοnαry ουtbυrSt αfter mαny yeαrs
οf ρressυre υnder the bυrden of reΙίgίοn. Ιn hίs chίιdhΟοd yeαrs
αnd ίn hίs yουth, reΙίgίοn wίth ίts reqυίrements αnd ίts bΟοΚs hαd
becοme  α  nίghtmαre  fοr  Κοstαs.   ReΙίgίοn  cοntίnυαny  cαυsed
dίΗίcυ1tίes wίth hίs teαcher, ίt hαd mαde α ΙαυghίngstοcΚ οf hίm in
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the chυrch αnd ίt hαd ίnjυred hίs chίιdίsh ρrίde αnd seΙf-reSρect
befοre hίs cΙαssmαtes.  Νοw,  αs α mαtυreι yουng mαn,  he feΙt αn
ίnner υrge tο get rίd οf thίs trουbleSοme weίght οnce αnd fοr αιι.

Νeνertheless, we mυst nοt fαίι tο αρρrecίαte the nοble ίdeα1s
thαt mοtίναted thίs restΙesS yουng heαrt. Ηe himSeΙf sαίd thαt he
hαd αn eαger determίnαtίοn tο fίnd trυth αnd becοme ίts serναnt.
Βυt whαt wουιd hανe hαρρened ίf Κοstαs, Ιίκe Sαυι οf ΤαrSυs Ιοng
αgο, hαd dίscονered thαt the νery essence οf trυth wαs fουnd ίn
Tesυs Chrίst, whοm he wαs νΗίfyίng αnd reνί1ίng? Ιn αny cαse, the
yουng  mαn  wαs  nοt  essentίαιιy  bαd,  nοr  wαs  hίs  αntαgοnίsm
tοwαrd the chυrch fαnαtίcαι. Αnd when sυch ίs the cαse, sίncere,
eαmest seαrchίng ίs αιwαyS sυccessfυι. Βυt where wουιd he Ηnd
the αnSwers tο hίs qυeStίοns? SυreΙy ίn Αthens, αnd esρecίαιιy αt
the  υnίνersίty.  Αnd  Sο,  when  the  gοοd  hουr  αrrίνed  αnd  he
grαdυαted  frοm  the Gymnαsίοn οf ΚerΚyrα,  Κοstαs bοαrded α
shίρ αnd jουmeyed tο the cίty οf Ιight αnd wίsdοm.
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οstαs arrίνed ίn the cαρίtαι cίty ίn the fαιι οf 1908,  αnd the
Sίght  οf ΑthenS  chαrm-ed  hίs  heαrt.  Ηere  wαs  the  fαmουsκ

υnίνer-sίty, the gοαι οf the αcαdemίc αsρίrαtίοns οf eνery yουng
mαn frοm the ρrονίnces.  Ηere wαs the greαt Ναtίοnα1 Lίbrαry,
rίch wίth αιι Κίnds οf bοοΚs, bοth GreeΚ αnd fοreίgn, οn αιι αsρects
οf hυmαn Κnοwιedge. Ηere wαs the new enνίrοnment ίn whίch
he wαs tο ίnίtίαte hίs ρrοfeSSίοnα1 cαreer αnd estαbΙίsh hίs fαmί1y.

Fίrst  οf αι1,  nαtυrαιιy,  he  hαd tο enrοu ίn the υniνerSίty.  Ηe
chοse the CοΙΙege οf Μathematίcs, hίs fίrst Ιονe. Αnd yet, ίt wαs
nοt  mαthemαtίcs  αιοne  thαt  οccυρίed  Μetαιιίnοs  dυrίng  thαt
ρerίοd.

Μy Ιονe fοr Ιeαmίng wαs ίnsαtίαbΙe, αnd Ι sρent mαny hουrS
seαrchίng  ίn  second-hαnd  bοοΚstοres  αnd  ίn  the  Ναtίοnαι
Lίbrαry fοr ναrίουs bοοΚS οn αιι ΚίndS οf sυbjectS.

ΑΙthουgh he wαs ίn Αthens fοr the νery ΗrSt tίme, Κοstαs wαs
cαrefυι nοt to be entίced ίntο α Ιίfe οf 1οοse Ιίνίng. Ηίs mοrαι 1ίfe
dυrίng hίs  stυdent yeαrs wαs ρυre  αnd dίscίριίned.  Οf cουrse,

23
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ρονerty neνer ceαsed tο be hίs ίnseραrαbΙe cοmραnίοn. Ηe sαίd
Ιαter,  ``Νοw  Ι  See  thαt  my  eχtreme  ρονerty  dυrίng  thαt  tίme
serνed tο reStrαίn me frοm the dίsαstrουs ραsSίοns οf the nesh."

Μetαιιίnοs's Ηrst yeαrs ίn ΑthenS dίd nοt ρrοdυce αny sίgnίΗ-
cαnt  deνeΙορment  ίn  hίs   sρίrίtυαι  Ιίfe.   Βυt  he  wαs  shοwίng
eχceρtίοnαι ρrοgress αt the υniνersίty.  Ηοw grαtίfyίng ίt wουιd
hανe been ίf he hαd αιsο been ρrοgressίng wίth eqυαι sυccess ίn
his seαrch fοr trυth! Τhe fαct wαs, hοweνer, thαt fοr Κοstαs αt thαt
tίme  trυth  wαs  whαteνer  reνίιed  Chrίst αnd  Ηίs  teαchίng.  Αn
ονerwheΙmίng hαtred οf αnd bΙαsρhemy αgαίnst Chrίst mαstered
the  heαrt  οf the  yουng  υnbeΙίeνer.  ``Chrίstίαnίty  ίs  α  1ίe  αnd  α
deΙυsίοn," he ίnsίsted αgαίn αnd αgαίn tο hίs feΙΙοw stυdents. ``Α
]ew  Ιίκe  Chrίst  cαnnοt  stορ  the  ρrοgress  οf  scίence  αnd  οf
hυmαnίty. Τhίs relίgίοn mυst be fουght αgαίnSt αnd rίdίcυιed So
thαt the wοrΙd mαy be freed frοm the errοr οf Iesυs Chrίst."

Αs α mαthemαtίcs stυdent, hοweνer, Μetαιιίnοs Κnew thαt nο
theοry  cαn  Stαnd  wίthουt  ρrοοf .  Wοrds,  therefοre,  were  nοt
enουgh. Ηίs wαrfαre αgαίnst Chrίstίαnίty hαd tο be sυρροrted by
Ιοgίcαι αnd scίentίΗc αrgυmentS.  Τhe wrίtίngs of secυιαr αυthοrs
were of eχceρtίοnαι helρ tο Μetαιιίnos ίn thίs bαttΙegrΟυnd.  Fοr
twο yeαrS he zeαιουsΙy reαd νοιtαίre αnd οther wrίterS tο fίnd new
αrgυmentS αgαίnst Chrίst αnd Ηίs reΙίgίοn. Τhίs wαs hίs ίnteΙΙec-
tυαι Οccυραtίοn υntίι

Οne dαy, α dαy ίndelίbΙy fίχed ίn my memory, whne brows-
ίng  αrουnd  ίn  α  Secοnd-hαnd  bοοΚstοre,  Ι  fουnd  α  twο-
νο1υme  wοrΚ  οf  Chαteαυbrίαnd  wίth  the  tίtΙe  Le  Ge7Ζί.e  dίt
chrt.sf!.απι.sme. Τhe tίtΙe οf the bοοΚ αnd the French αυthοrshίρ
αttrαcted me ίrreSίstίbΙy, becαυse Ι sαίd tο mySeΙf: ``Ηere ίs α
Frenchmαn wrίtίng αbουt Chrίstίαnίty. Ηe certαίnΙy cαn't dο
αnythίng bυt αttαcΚ ίt. Ι shαιι reαd the bοοΚ cαrefυιιy sο thαt Ι
mαy  cοmρΙete  my  stοcΚ  οf weαροns  αgαίnst  Chrίstίαnίty."
Αnd wίth thίs bυmίng determίnαtίοn, Ι bΟυght ίt ίmmedίαte-
Ιy for α drαchmα-ίn sρίte of my αbject ΡΟνerty.

Τhαt tοοΚ ρΙαce οn Αρrί1 15, 1910.
Νeνer ίn the yeαrs thαt fοΙΙοwed dίd ΜetαιιίnοS fοrget hίs ΙίttΙe

trαnSαctίοn wίth the bοοΚseΙΙer οn Stαdίυm Street. Whαt αρρeαred
αt fίrSt tο be οnly the sίmρΙe ρυrchαse οf α bοοΚ wαs ίn reαιίty the
fίrst sίgnίfίcαnt ΙαndmαrΚ ίn hίs sρίrίtυαι Ιίfe.
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Τhαt wαs when the hουr οf Dίνίne mercy StrυcΚ fοr me, tο
1eαd me tο reρentαnce αnd tο brίng αbουt my cοnνersίοn tο
Chrίst, whοm Ι hαd ρreνίουsΙy fουght αgαίnst αnd reνίιed.

Τhe Dίνίne FίshhοοΚ

Μetα1Ιinοs's  reρentαnce  αnd cοnνersίοn tο  Chrίst wαs  nοt α
sυdden eνent. Τhe 1ίght dίd nοt shίne ίntο hίs sου1 sυddenΙy αs
wαs the cαse wίth Sαυι οf Ταrsυs οn the wαy tο Dαmαscυs. Τhe
trυth gαίned grουnd wίthίn Μetαιιίnοs grαdυαιιy, creαtίng seνere
ίnner strυggΙes. Ιt wαs fίrSt necessαry, οf cουrse, thαt the Strοng
tοwer οf hίs υnbelίef be demοΙίshed.

Μetαι1ίnοS hαd been fίghtίng αnd reνίιίng Chrίst ουt οf ίgnο-
rαnce.  Ηe wαs υnbelίeνίng, bυt nοt dίsοbedίent.  Sίnce thαt wαs
the cαse, he needed neχt tο get tο Κnοw whαt ίt wαs thαt he hαd
been ορροsίng-tο Stυdy ίt thοrουghly.

Sυch αn ορροrtυnίty ρresented ίtseΙf wίthουt hίs seeΚίng fοr ίt
αs sοοn αs he ραίd hίs drαchmα tο bυy Chαteαυbrίαnd's bοοΚ.

ΚοStαs 1eft the bοοΚstοre αnd ίmmedίαteΙy set ουt fοr hίs rοοm.
Ηe wαs so eαger tο Stυdy the ``αtheίstίc" αrgυments οf Chαteαυ-
brίαnd thαt he ορened the bοοΚ αnd stαrted reαdίng αs he wαικed.
SυddenΙy he stΟΡΡed. Ηe reαd ονer αgαίn whαt he hαd jυst reαd
wίth  ρerρΙeχίty  αnd  dίsαρροίntment.  Ηe  reαιίzed  thαt  he  hαd
been deceίνed. Τhe αυthοr οf the bοοΚ wαs α Frenchmαn, bυt he
wαs  nοt  αn  αtheίst,  αs`  Κοstαs  hαd  eχρected  hίm  tο  be.  Ηίs
αrgυments were sυreΙy αnythίng bυt αntί-Chrίstίαn.

Whαt αn αmαzement αnd dίsίιιυsίοnment seίzed me when,
αfter reαdίng fοr jυst α shοrt whί1e, Ι dίscονered thαt ίnSteαd
οf  fίghting  Chrίstίαnίty,  the  αυthor  wαs  defendίng  ίt,  αnd
ίnsteαd of sρeακίng αgαίnst reΙίgίοn, he recοmmended ίt.

Ηe thουght αbουt retυmίng thίs dίsαρροίntίng αnd υndesίrαbΙe
bοοΚ αnd αsΚίng tο hανίng hίs mοney refυnded, bυt tο dο thαt
wαs  nοt  eαsy .fοr  hίm.  Βeίng  νery  shy  by  nαtυre,  Μetαιιίnos.
decίded tο fοrget αbουt the drαchmα thαt he hαd sρent rαther thαn
tο hανe αny frίctίοn wίth the bοοΚselΙer.  Ηe wαs υρset ονer hίs

3LΤαnndde.r;,ΞΙΟαΞeeν:Ξ,e:ΞΙqΟtteWb#::tαορυίttywtίΞΞtcf:sί:sααFgrαeΞέίΞΞ:ί:,αf:
sαίd, eχαsρerαted.  Βυt then, by wαy οf cοnsο1ίng hίmself fοr hίs
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υseΙeSs eχρendίtυre, he fουnd α wαy tο υse the bοοΚ αnyhοw:

Sίnce  ίt  hαd  fαιιen  ίnto`my  hαnds,  Ι  wουιd  refυte  ίt  αnd
ρυbΙίsh  my  crίtίcίsm  ίn  α  Ιίttle  bοοΚΙet  sο  thαt  eνerybοdy
mίght reαd ίt αnd be freed frοm αιι errοneουs ίdeαs  αbουt
TeSυs Chrίst. ΒeSίdes, ίn refυtίng thίs bοοΚ, Ι wουιd hανe αn
Ορροrtυnίty to shαrρen my αbίιίty fοr ρο1emίc αrgυment.

Αnd he set hίmself to dο jυst thαt. Stαrtίng wίth the fίrst ραge οf
the bοοΚ,  he ρrοceeded ραtίentΙy αnd systemαtίcαιιy tο stυdy ίt
Ραrαgrαρh  by  ραrαgrαρh,  gettίng  tο  the  bοttοm  οf eαch  ίdeα,
eχαmίnίng eνery αrgυment. Ηe fουnd eνerything αιι wrοng. ΑΙΙ
the  ίdeαs  were  ροίntΙess.  ΑΙΙ the  αrgυments  were,  ίn hίs jυdg-
ment,  wίthουt  fουndαtίοn.  Ηοw  eαsί1y  αnd  trίυmρhαntΙy  he
refυted them!

Fοr αbουt α mοnth he ρΙαyed wίth οbstίnαte detemίnαtίοn thίs
gαme of refυtίng Chαteαυbrίαnd,  υntΗ the Lord steρρed ίn.  Αs
ΚοStαs wαs reαdίng ραge 30 οf the bοοΚ, he stορρed shοrt when
he cαme tο thίs sentence:

Frοm the ίnstαnt yου αcΚnοwιedge the eχίstence οf οne Gοd,
yου  αrrίνe,  whether yου  wαnt  tο  οr nοt,  αt  the  Christίαn
reΙigίοn  αnd  α11  ίts  dοgmαs,  αs  CΙαrΚ  αnd  Ραscαι  hανe  οb-
serνed.

Whαt α strαnge ίdeα! Εsρecίαιιy the ``whether yου wαnt tο οr
not." Τhαt wαs υnheαrd οf. Whαt cουιd ίt meαn? Μetα11ίnοS wαs
ρυzzιed. Ηe beΙίeνed thαt there mυst be α Ροwer thαt sυstαίns αnd
gονerns the wοnderfυι, nυmberΙeSs bοdίes οf the υnίνerse.  Βυt
beίng α Ιοgίcαι mαn, he wαs cυrίουs tο Ιeαm hοw οne cουιd begίn
wίth the Ροwer αnd end υρ wίth Chrίst.

Ηίs ρerρΙeχίty wαs αιι the greαter becαυse οf α cαreΙess errοr he
mαde  ίn  hίs  trαnsΙαtίοn  οf the  Ιαst  ραrt  οf the  qυοtαtίοn  frοm
Chαteαυbrίαnd.   Μetα1Ιίnοs  ίnterρreted  the  νerb  remαΗραer,  tο
οbserνe, αs thουgh ίt were de7ποπfrer, whίch meαns tο ρrονe οr
demοnstrαte. Τhυs, he mίstακenΙy thουght the αυthοr wαs Stαtίng
thαt C1αrΚ αnd Ραscαι ``hαd ρrονed" the νerαcίty οf the Chrίsdαn
relίgίοn αnd ίts dοgmαs. Τhαt ``hαd ρrονed" drew the αttentίοn οf
mαthemαtίcαιιy-mίnded ΜetαιιίnοS νery fοrcefυ1Ιy.

Νοw  ίn  mαthemαtics  ίt  ίs  ``demοnStrαted"  οr  ``ρrονed,"  fοr
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eχαmρΙe, thαt the sυm οf the αngles οf α trίαngΙe ίs eqυαι tο twο
strαίght αngΙes. Βυt whαt ρ1αce dοes ``ρrοοf" hανe when ίt cοmes
tο ρhίιοsορhίcαι οr reΙίgίουs mαtters? Τhαt he mυst fίnd ουt. CΙαrΚ
wαs αn αυthοr υnΚnοwn tο Μetαιιίnοs. Αs fοr Ραscα1, Μetαιιίnοs
wαs nοt αιtοgether certαίn thαt the reference wαs tο the renοwned
ίnνentor αnd mαthemαtίcίαn Βιαίse Ραscαι.  Ιn αny cαse,  hίs mίs-
tακe ίn trαnsΙαtίοn cαυsed greαt υnrest ίn hίs mίnd αnd αrουsed α
Strοng determίnαtίοn tο ίnνeStίgαte the mαtter relentΙessly.

Ι  ίmmedίαtely  cΙοSed  the  bοοΚ,  αnd  αs  ίt wαs  α1reαdy  ραst
mίdnight, Ι sαίd tο myseΙf,  ``νery eαrΙy tοmοrrοw mοmίng,
Ι'1Ι gο tο the Ναtίοnαι Lίbrαry tο fίnd ουt whαt sοrt οf ρrοοfs
theSe  cουιd  ροsSίbΙy  be.   Ι  αm  reαιιy  cυrίουs.   Ιf  they  αre
serίουs, Ι wίι1 eχαmίne them αnd αcceρt them.."

Ιn  thοse  wοrdS  οne  cαn  begίn  tο  see  Μetα1ΙίnοS'S  Sίncere
determίnαtίοn tο ροssess thαt greαt treαsυre: Τrυth. Μetαιιίnοs's
zeαι wαs of α wοrthy Sοrt, fοr he wαs nοt mereΙy αsρίrίng tο sαtίsfy
hίs ίnteΙ1ectυαι cυrίοsίty. Ηe sensed αt the sαme tίme the necessίty
tο sαtίsfy hίs hυngry Sου1.

Fίrst οf αιι he wαnted tο νerίfy the ``ρrοοfs" οf CΙαrΚ αnd Ραscαι.
Ηe detemίned tο eχαmίne whαt hαd merίt αnd tο αcceρt whαteν-
er, ίn the Ιίght οf hίs ίntellect, seemed tο be trυe.

Τhαt wαs  my  decίsίοn,  αnd  thαt night Ι went tο bed νery
restΙess, ίmραtίentΙy wαίtίng for the dαwn.

Τhe neχt dαy, Μetαιιίnοs, stί1Ι restless, Set ουt fοr the Ιίbrαry.
Ηe ίmmedίαteΙy ΙοοΚed υρ the nαme ``C1αrΚ" ίn the cαtαιοg αnd

fουnd ουt thαt the αυthοr ίn qυestίοn wαs the Βrίtίsh Chrίstίαn
ρhί1οsορher  Sαmυel  CΙαrΚ  (1675-1729).  Βυt  whαt  α  mίsfοrtυne!
Τhίs  1eαrned  mαn  hαd  wrίtten  hίs  treαtίses  ίn  the  Εnglίsh  Ιαn-
gυαge,  αnd Μetαιιίnos αt thαt tίme  dίd  not Κnow ΕngΙίsh weΙΙ.
ΒίtterΙy dίsαρροίnted αt hίs 1αcΚ οf sυcc?Ss, he retυrned the bοοΚ
tο the Ιίbrαry αttendαnt. Wουιd he hανe better ΙυcΚ wίth Ραscαι?

Ηe seαrched ίn the enςycΙορedία tο Ηnd the nαme "Ραscα1," αnd
he wαs ονerjοyed tο Ηnd thαt thίs tίme he hαd reαιιy hίt the tαrget.
Ιt  wαs  ίndeed  the  French  mαthemαtίcίαn  αnd  ίnνentοr  Βιαίse
Ραscα1,  αs he hαd SυsΡected.

Αnd nοw Μetαιιίnοs wαnted tο get α cΙοser ΙοοΚ αt the mαn whο



2® .  Κ®stas Μetαιιίnοs

wαs tο ρresent tο hίm the ``ρrοοfs," whο wαs tο demοnStrαte thαt
frοm the Ηίgher Ροwer we cοme, whether we wαnt tο οr nοt, tο
Chrίst.

ΑS he reαd the αrtίcΙe οn Ραscαι, Κοstαs reαιίzed mοre νίνίdΙy
thαn  eνer  the  greαt  tαιent  ίn  mαthemαtίcS  αnd  ρhysίcs  ίn  thίs
genίυs.  Ραscαι'S ίnνentίοnS αnd hίs οrίgίnαι ίdeαs ίn the fίeld οf
scίence were trυιy υnυsυα1 αnd αmαzίng. Τhe cοnstrυctίοn οf the
fίrSt mechαnίsm fοr αrίthmetίcαι cαιcυιαtίοns thαt hαd eαmed the
αdmίrαtίοn οf the whοΙe wοrΙd, hίs fαmουs theοrems cοncemίng
cοnic sectίοns,  hίs eχρerίments ίn the fίeΙd  οf hydrοstαdcs,  the
begίnnίngs οf the theοry οf ρrοbαbΗίty, αnd mυch, mυch mοre
cαρtυred the ίmαgίnαtίοn οf ΜetαιιίnοS.

Βυt αt thίs tίme the dίstυrbed stυdent wαs mοre ίnterested ίn
fίndίng  Ραscα1'S   ``ρrοοfS"   cοncemίng  reΙίgίοn  rαther  thαn  ίn
mαrνelίng αt hίs scίentίfίc αchίeνementS.

Ιn the cαtαιοgυe οf Ραscαι's wοrΚs the tίtΙe Ρgπse`es ("Τhουghts")
cαρtυred  Μetα11ίnοs's  whοΙe  αttentίοn.  Τhe  ``thουghts"  were
reΙίgίουs αnd ρhίιοsορhίcαι medίtαtίοns οf Ραscαι thαt hαd been
ρυbΙίshed ίn bοοΚ fοrm αfter hίs deαth.

Cουιd thίs bοοΚ ροssίbΙy be ίn the Lίbrαry?
``γeS, we hανe ίt," αnSwered the αttendαnt. Αnd he brουght

ίt.

Μetα1Ιίnοs  hαd  reαsοn  tο  fαιι  ίn  Ιονe  wίth  the  bοοΚ  αt  ΗrSt
gΙαnce.  Fίrst οf αιι, ίt wαs wrίtten ίn French, whίch he reαd wίth
nο  dίffίcυιty.  Fυrthermοre,  the  αυthοr  wαs  α  Frenchmαn,  αs
Κοstαs wΟυιd hανe 1ίκed hίm tο be. Βesίdes, Ραscαι wαs α fαmΟυs
mαthemαtίcίαn,  α recοgnίzed schοΙαr ίn ΚΟstαs's οwn άeΙd.  Βυt
αbονe αιι, ίt wαs the bοοΚ thαt wουιd reρΙy tο hίs qυestίοnS wίth
``ρrοοfS. " Μetαιιίnοs's deΙίght wαs ίndeScrίbαbΙe.

Ηαd Ι been οffered the whοΙe wοrΙd οn the cοndίtίοn thαt Ι
thrοw  αwαy  thαt  bοοΚ,  Ι  wουιd  hανe  rejected  the  οΗer
wίthΟυt hesίtαtίοn, sο greαt wαs my thίrst αnd cυrίοsίty ίn my
relentless seαrch.

ΤhοSe wοrds remίnd υs οf the Lοrd's ρrοmίse cοncemίng thοse
whο hυnger αnd thίrst αfter rίghteουsneSs: ``they shαιι be fιΙΙed"
(Μαtthew  5:6),.  ΝeνertheΙess,  nο  οne  cαn  enjοy  sυch  α  ά1Ιίng
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wίthουt the αίd οf dίνίne grαce. Ουr Gοd ίs οne whο, ίn οrder tο
sανe,  sοmetίmes gίνes sίght to the bΙίnd αnd sοmetίmes blίnds
thοse whο cαn see. Μetαιιίnοs wαs blίnded twίce Sο thαt he mίght
be cαυght by the Lοrd'S ΗShhοοΚ-the Ηrst tίme when he bουght
the bοοΚ he dίdn't reαιιy wαnt tο bυy, αnd the secοnd tίme when
he trαnS1αted the νerb ``οbserνed" αs thουgh ίt were ``ρrονed."

``Οh, my Gοd!" crίed Μetαιιίnοs, recαι1ίng the ίncίdent, ``cαn ίt

be thαt the υnqυenchαbΙe thίrSt αnd cυrίοsίty wουιd hανe neνer
grίρρed my sουι ίf Ι hαd nοt mαde thοse twο mίstακes?"

Ηe dίd nοt Ιeανe the qυeStίοn υnαnswered:

Νο, nο! Ι αm certαίn γου hαd ίnnυmerαbΙe οther wαys tο be
mercίfυ1 tο me+ίnfυι αnd bΙίnded sΟυ1 thαt Ι wαs-to brίng
me tο the grαce αnd the Ιίght οf γουr Chrίst; bυt αmοng them
αιι, γου mαde υse οf the mοst cοnνenίent ροίnt οf cοntαct, the
``hαndΙe" thαt emerged from wίthίn me.

Τhe ``hαndΙe" he hαd eχtended frοm hίs ίnner beίng wαs α greαt
desίre  tο  fίnd  trυth  thrουgh  scίence.  Αnd  the  Lοrd,  wίth  Ηίs
υnfαthοmαbΙe cοmραsSίοn, gυίded the restΙess stυdent tο the feet
οf α mαn whο hαd α Κeen Scίentifίc mίnd bυt αιsο α deeρ ρίety ίn
hίs heαrt.

Αt the Feet οf Ραscαι

Cοmρ1etely  ονercοme  by  cυrίοsίty,  Μetαι1ίnοs  tοοΚ  Ραscαι's
Ρeπse'es ίn hαnd αnd mαde hίs wαy tο οne οf the 1ίbrαry tαbles.
Τhere he sαt down αnd begαn to read ίt from the begίnnίng.

Τhe  tίtΙe  οf the fίrst chαρter wαs  ``Αgαίnst the Ιndίfference of
Αtheίsts."

Let them αt 1eαst fίrst Ιeαrn whαt the reΙigίοn they αre bαttlίng
αgαίnst ίs befοre they bαttΙe αgαίnst ίt.

Τhe wοrdS reSουnded Ιίκe thυnder wίthίn Μetαιιίnοs, αnd hίs
sρίrίt wαs trΟυbΙed.  Ηe felt thαt the αccυsαtίοn fίt hίs οwn cαse
eχαctΙy.  Ηe, tοο, wαs gυί1ty οf cυrsίng αnd cοndemnίng thαt οf
whίch he wαs ί8n0rαnt.

Ιgnοrαnce,  οf cουrse,  dοeS  nοt  erαse  gυίιt befοre  the bαr  οf
Gοd's jυstίce, bυt ίt dοes creαte wίthίn mαn α fανοrαble ορροrtυn-
ίty fοr reStorαtίοn. Chrίst reqυested thαt thοse whο crυcίfίed Ηίm
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be fοrgίνen becαυse they Κnew nοt whαt they were dοίng.  Τhe
αροstΙe Ραυι αιsο ρrαίsed Gοd becαυse he wαs fοrgίνen οn αccουnt
of hίs ίgnοrαnce, αιthουgh he υsed tο cυrse αnd ρerSecυte Chrίst.
Ιntο  thίs  sαme  frαmewοrΚ  οf  mercy  Gοd  begαn  tο  encΙοse  α
ρυzzled Μetαιιίnοs, ίn whοse sουι α strοng feeΙίng οf remοrSe hαd
α1reαdy begυn tο αwακen.

``Cαn ίt be,  then,  thαt Ι dοn't reαιιy Κnοw whαt Ι αm fίghtίng

αgαίnst?" he αsΚed hίmSeΙf when he reαd the Ηrst wοrds οf Ραscαι.

Τhαt mοment Ι felt SeνereΙy cοndemned ίn the deρths οf my
heαrt,  becαυse  Ι  hαd  neνer  reαd  the  whοΙe  οf  the  Νew
ΤeStαment οr eνer heΙd α cορy οf ίt ίn my hαndS.

Μetαιιίnοs cοntίnυed tο reαd. Τhe mοre he reαd the mοre he
reα1ίzed  hοw  ίmροsίng  αnd  1οgίcαι  the  νοίce  οf  the  Chrίstίαn
teStίmοny wαs.

Τrυe scίence dοes nοt clαsh wίth fαίth, αnd Sουnd ρhίιοsορhy
dοes nοt αbοΙiSh the reνeΙαtίοn οf Gοd. ΑΙΙ the αttαcΚS αgαίnst the
Chrίstίαn reΙίgίοn hανe theίr beginnίng ίn the mοrα1 cοπυρtίοn οf
mαn. Τhαt corrυρtίοn hαs mίsled hίs thίnΚίng αnd hίs jυdgment
concemίng the trυth, αnd αs Ιοng αs the hυmαn heαrt ίs αιίenαted
frοm Gοd αι1 ίt cαn see wίthίn αnd αrουnd ίt ίs dense dαrΚness.
Gοd hαs gίνen cleαr Sίgns tο Ηίs chυrch sο thαt Ηe mαy be Κnοwn
by thοse whο  SeeΚ Ηίm sίncereΙy.  ΑS α mαtter οf fαct,  there ίs
enουgh  1ίght  tο  enlίghten thοse  whο  αre  sίncere,  αnd  enουgh
dαrΚnesS  to  mακe  them  hυmble.  Βy  the  sαme  tοΚen,  there  ίs
enουgh dαrΚneSs tο blίnd thοse whο deny Gοd, αnd enουgh Ιίght
to cοndemn them.

ΤhουghtS Ιίκe theSe hαd α terhfίc ίmραct οn Μetαιιίnοs. Αt thαt
mοment,  hίs ρrοbΙem wαs Ηrst αnd fοremοSt αn ίntelΙectυαι οne
αnd, οnly Secοndαrίιy, α mοrαι οne. Fίrst, he wαnted tο enlαrge
hίs Κnοwιedge by αrgυments αnd cοnνίncίng ίdeαs. Reαdίng the
Ρeπse'es he reαιίzed thαt Ραscα1 wαs jυst the οne tο heΙρ hίm οn thίs
ροίnt. Τhe fοrce οf hίs ίdeαs, the grαndeυr οf hίs eχρressίοns, the
cΙαrίty  οf  hίs  thουght,  αnd  αbονe  αιι  the  ροwer  οf  hίs  1οgίc
hυmbled the sίncere stυdent, αnd the ρrορS οf hίs υnbeΙίef begαn
tο crυmbΙe.

When the bell sουnded fοr the clοSίng οf the Ιίbrαry αt nοοn,
Μetαιιίnοs hαd α1reαdy υndergοne α Sοrt οf ίnteΙΙectυαι chαnge οf
dίrectίοn.  Νοw  he  wαs  reαdy  tο  ρrefer Ραscαι  ονer the  αtheίst
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νοιtαίre wίth the  sαme eαse  thαt οne wουιd ρrefer Chrίst ονer
Βαrabbαs.

ΑS Ι Ιeft the Ιίbrαry αt nοοn, Ι wαs α dίΗerent ρersοn frοm the
one whο hαd entered ίt ίn the mοmίng. Wίthουt reαιίzίng ίt αt
the tίme,  Ι hαd αιreαdy been wοn ονer becαυse Ι hαd been
hυmbΙed tο the deρths,  αnd Ι deSίred wίth αιι my heαrt tο
ρυrsυe αn υnbίαsed seαrch. Ι αcΚnοwledged thαt fοr the Ηrst
tίme   Ι   wαs   Ιίstenίng   to   truthιensίble,    ρrecίse,    αnd
ίncοntrονertίble-frοm the mίnd οf α greαt thίnΚer sρeακίng
to me cοncernίng these qυestίοns αnd reαιιy ρυttίng me ίn my
ρ1ace.

Τhe Sαme αftemοοn he cαme bαcΚ tο the Ιίbrαry. Τhίs tίme he
brουght  αιοng  ραρer  αnd  ρencίι  sο  thαt  he  cουιd  tακe  nοtes.
Ορenίng the bοοΚ αt rαndοm, he cαme αcrοsS Ραscα1's renectίοns
οn the wretchedness οf the mαn whο ίs Ιίνίng wίthουt Gοd. Ηere
αre sοme cοncΙυsίοnS he nοted:

Μαn hαs wίthίn hίm the stαmρ οf grαndeυr bυt α1sο the brαnd
οf νίιeneSs. Τhe grαndeυr οf mαn ίs fουnd ίn hίs diνίne οrίgίn;
hίs νίιeneSs ίs α resυιt οf hίs cοrrυρtίοn αnd hίs Sίn. Τhere ίs α
hαrmοniουs  reΙαtίοnShίρ  between  Chrίstίαn  trυth  αnd  the
needs οf the hυmαn Sουι. Μαn Ιeft tο hίmSeΙf ίs helρΙess αnd
1οst; thαt ίs why he ίs ίn dίre need οf heΙρ frοm wίthουt-
hίgher, dίνίne helρ.

Ηe  stορρed reαdίng fοr α  mοment.  Ηe hαndΙed the νοιυme
wίth  α1mοst  reνerent  αdmίrαtίοn,  αnd  he  wαs  grίρρed  wίth  α
Strοng desίre tΟ οwn thίs fίne bοοΚ. Ηοw wοnderfυι ίt wου1d be tο
hανe sοmethίng αs heΙρfυι αs thίs αt hοme, αs yουr νery οwn, αnd
tο be αble tο Stυdy ίt αs Ιοng αs yου wαnt.

Τhαt νery dαy he Stαrte-d hυntίng for α cΟρy of the Ρεπse'es. For
three dαys he went αrουnd tο secοnd-hαnd bοοΚstοres wίthουt
αny sυccess, bυt fίnαιιy he fουnd α cορy, bουght ίt,  αnd, αs he
hίmSeΙf wrίtes,  ``Ι went strαίght tο my rοοm ίn οrder tο αbsοrb
eνery bίt οf ίtS cοntentS."

Μetαι1inοs tοοΚ thίs mαtter νery Serίουsly. Ιn οrder tο gίνe hίs
υndίνίded  αttentίοn  tο  the  stυdy οf Ραscαι,  he  decίded  tο  ρυt
mαthemαtίcs αsίde temροrαrίιy.  Ηe wαs determίned to cοme υρ
wίth some defίnίte concΙυsίοns.
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Α1mοSt  cοmρΙeteΙy  ίsο1αted  frοm  the  Ουtsίde  wοrΙd,  he  Κeρt
stυdyίng Ραscαι's ``thουghtS" wίth αn ίnSαtίαbΙe eαgemess fοr twο
cοnsecυtίνe mοnthS.

ΑΙοne  wίth  my  bοοΚs,  derίded  by  the  smαιι  cίrcιe  οf  my
cΙαssmαteS,  Ι  wου1d  shυt  myself υρ  the  whοΙe  dαy  ίn  my
ροοrΙy-fυmίshed rοοm, αnd mονίng frοm οne αmαzίng dίs-
cονery tο αnοther, Ι cουιd see the dαrΚ αbySs thαt Ι wαs ίn.
Βυt  αt  the  sαme  time,  Ι  αιsο  cαυght  g1ίmρses  οf  the  Ιίght
towαrd whίch Ι wαs cΙίmbίng ΙίttΙe by ΙίttΙe.

Dυrίng  thίs  ρerίοd,  Serίουs  mαterία1  ρriναtίοns  were  sοreΙy
ρressίng the ρονerty-strίcΚen stυdent, bυt hίs sρίrίt wαs feedίng
wίth deΙίght ίn the greeneSt οf ραstυres.

Τhίs cαιm, hοweνer, wαs nοthίng bυt α ροrtent οf the cοmίng
stοrm.  CΙουds οf υneαsίnesS αnd mοrαι reρrοαch begαn tο cαst
theίr shαdοws ονer the Sου1 οf Μetαmnοs αs he cοntίnυed reαdίng
thίs gοdΙy αυthοr'S descrίρtίοn οf the drαmαtίc wrestΙίng between
the hυmαn cοnScίence αnd the dίνίne Ιαw. Ηe αιsο sαw thαt eνen
Ραscαι  hαd  hαd  α  sρίrίtυαι strυggΙe when  he  dίscονered ίn  the
deρths οf hίs Sουι the hίdden germS οf hίs gυίιt befοre Gοd αnd οf
hίs morαι sίcΚness.

Τhese  renectίοns  tυmed  Μetαιιίnοs's  αttentίοn  tο  hίs  οwn
morαι stαte. Αnd then, fοr the Ηrst tίme ίn hίs Ιίfe, he sensed thαt
he αιso wαs terrίbly gυΗty ίn the sίght οf the dίνίne jυstίce thαt
cοmmαnds, jυdges' αnd cοndemnS.

Τhίs feeΙίng οf gυί1t hαd sυch αn eΗect οn the Sensίtίνe Stυdent
thαt nοw hίs ίnterest αnd cοncem ίmmediαtely tυmed ίn αnοther
dίrectίοn. Τhe seαrchίngs οf the mίnd nοw becαme ρerρΙeχίtίes of
the  SΟυι.  Νο  Ιοnger  wαs  he  seeΚίng  tο  αrm  hίs  ίntelΙect  wίth
αrgυments αgαίnst mαterίαιίsm αnd υnbeΙίef; nοw he sΟυght Ηst
αnd  fοremοSt  tο  fίnd  the  αnSwer  thαt  wουιd  set  hίs  trουbΙed
cοnscίence αt reSt.

Dίd Ραscαι ρerhαρs hανe the αnswer?
Αt thίs ροίnt, Μetαuίnοs 1eαmed thαt the fίrst steρ ίn hίs mοrα1

reStοrαtίοn  αnd  heα1ίng  wαs  tο  get  tο  Κnοw  himseΙf .   Ραscα1
ρersυαded hίm to tακe α trίρ ίntο the deρths of hίs οwn beίng sο
thαt  he  mίght  αscertαίn  the  bαnΚrυρtcy  αnd  ρerνerSίοn  οf hίs
nαtυre.  Ενίι  ίn mα.n ίs 1ίκe  α Ιαw,  1ίκe  αn ίrresίstίble ροwer thαt
cοnqυers αnd cοrrυρtS hίs sου1, hίs bοdy, αnd hίs S.ρίrίt. Βecαυse
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οf thίs,  mαn ίs  ροwerΙess tο  dο gοοd αnd υnαble tο fυιfίιι the
mοrαι Ιαw. Ηe hαs Ιίfe, bυt he dοes nοt ροSseSS the hίgher Ιίfe. Ηe
hαs Strength, bυt ίn οrder tο dο gοοd he needs α higher Strength.
CοnseqυentΙy, ίt ίs ίmροsSίbΙe fοr mαn tο be heαιed αnd reStοred
υnΙesS he fίrst sees hίs οwn mοrαι Stαte, υnΙess he Sees whαt he
reαιιy ίs.

Μetαι]ίnοS wαs not ΙΟng ίn seeίng whαt he reαuy wαs. Wίthίn
hίm  he  Sαw deρrανίty,  ίrreνerence,  υnΙαwfυι ραsSίοns,  hαtred,
error, dαrΚness; he sαw, αs he wrίtes, ``α chαοs eχtendίng menαc-
ίngΙy beneαth my feet." Τhίs ίs the chαοs eνery Sίnner fαces when
he Κnοws οnΙy hίs οwn mοrαι wretchednesS wίthουt Κnοwίng αt
the Sαme tίme the mercy οf Gοd. Βυt, Ραscαι eχρΙαίned, ίn οrder
fοr mαn tο Κnοw Gοd αnd Ηίs mercy, he mυst Ηrst Κnοw Chrίst.
Wίthουt Ηίm αs the Μedίαtοr there cαn be nο cοntαct between
mαn αnd Gοd. Τhοse whο try tο Ηnd Gοd ουtsίde the ρersοn οf
Chrίst fίnd nο Ιίght, nο sαtίsfαctίοn, becαυse Chrίst ίs the Ιight οf
the bΙind αnd the οne whο SαtίsΗes the hυngry.  Ηe ίs the trυe
Gοd tο whom we drαw neαr wίthουt ρrίde αnd befοre whοm we
Κneel wίthουt desραίr.

]esυs the Ναzαrene hαd been fοr Μetαιιίnοs the hαted ]ew whο
wαs Εghtίng αgαίnst scίence αnd αgαίnst hυmαn ρrοgress. Βυt the
sίncere stυdent desίred tο ρΙαce hίs hαnd ίntο the sίde οf Christ
Ιίκe dουbtίng Τhοmαs, thίs tίme mοre cαrefυιιy αnd free frοm αny
ρrejυdίce.
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Τhe fουndαtίοn οf the Chrίstίαn relίgίοn ίs the heανenΙy οrίgίn
οf ]eSυs Chrίst.  Τhίs wαs the fίrst cοncΙυsίοn thαt Μetαι1ίnοs

cαme  tΟ  ίn  hίs  ίnνeStίgαtίοn.  Ηe  fουnd  ουt  frοm  Ραscαι  thαt
whοeνer  denίeS  the  dίνίne  nαtυre  οf ]esυs  brίngs  Chrίstίαnίty
dοwn tο the  Ιeνel οf α mereΙy hυmαn relίgίοn αnd ίtS fουnder
down tο the 1eνel οf α mαn whο ίs bοth α 1ίαr αnd αn egοmαniαc.
Βecαυse  οf the  declαrαtίοns  ]esυs  Chrίst  mαde  cοncernίng  Ηίs
οwn ρerSοn, we αre fοrced tο αcceρt οne οr the οther οf these twο
cοncΙυsίοns: Είther Ηe wαs α νίιe megαιοmοnίαc whο blαsρhemed
Gοd, οr Ηe wαs ίn trυth the οnΙy-begοtten Sοn οf Gοd.

Μetαι1ίnos  wαs  deeρΙy  ίmρressed  by  the  cιeνer  methοd  by
whίch Ραscα1 υρheld the dοctrίne οf the deίty οf Chrίst,  cαnίng
υροn Ιοgίc αnd υροn hίstοry. Τhere αre, αccοrdίng tο Ραscα1, three
αrgυments thαt beαr wίtness tο the dίνίne οrίgίn οf Chrίst:

Τhe  fίrst ίs Ηίs mοrα1 ρerfectίοn.  Ηe wαs ρerfect αnd sίnΙeSs.
Νeνer dίd ]eSυs need tο αsΚ οthers tο fοrgίνe Ηίm fοr sοme errοr
οf Ηίs, nor dίd Ηe eνer need tο be sorry fοr sοmethίng thαt Ηe
hαd  dοne  οr  negΙected  to  dο.  Τhe  qυestίοn  wίth  whίch  Ηe
αddressedΗίsαccυsers,``Whίchοfyουcοnνίncethmeοfsίn?''Οοhn

34



Μy L®rd αnd Μy Gοd . 35

8:46,) hαs remαίned υnαnSwered tο thίs dαy.
Το ]έsυs' testίmοny αbουt ΗίmseΙf, Ηίs heανenly Fαther αdded

αn Ουtwαrd, νίsίbΙe testίmony of Ηίs οwn ίn the mίrαcυ1oυs wοrΚs
thαt Ηe ρerfοrmed thrουgh Ηίs Sοn.

Τhose  sυρernαtυrαι wοrΚs,  whίch renect 1ίmίtlesS ροwer αnd
gοοdneSs, cοnstίtυte the secοnd reνelαtίοn οf the dίνίne οrίgίn οf
]esυs Chrίst. Ηe heαιed the SίcΚ, gανe sίght tο the bΙίnd, cιeαnsed
tΊιe  1eρers,  rαίsed  the  deαd,  stίιιed  the  wίnds-α1Ι  sυρernαtυrαι
mmαnίfestαtίοns  thαt  ρυt  the  dίνίne  Stαmρ  οf  αρρrοναι  οn  Ηίs
teαchίn8.

Α1οng  wίth  the  mοrαι  ρerfέctίοn  οf ]esυs  αnd  Ηίs  mίrαdes,
Ραscα1 ρresents α thίrd αrgυment fοr Ηίs dίνίne οrίgίn, οne thαt ίs
eνen greαter αnd ίs reαιιy ίrrefυtαbΙe-the ρrορhecίes cοncernίng
the ρersοn αnd wοrΚ οf Chrίst. Ηere αre Ραscαι'S οwn wοrdS:

Τhe  ρrορhecίes  αre  the  strοngeSt  ρrοοfs  cοncemίng  ]esυs
Chrίst.  Ιf οne mαn,  αιι by hίmself,  hαd wrίtten α bοοΚ wίth
ρrορhecίeS αbουt ]eSυs Chrίst,  fοreteΙΙίng the  tίme αnd the
ρΙace οf Ηίs cοmίng, αnd Chrίst hαd mαde Ηίs αρρeαrαnce ίn
eχαct αgreement wίth thοSe ρrορhecίes, thαt wουιd certαίnΙy
hανe  been  οf υnυsυαι  sίgnίfίcαnce.  Βυt  ίn  the  cαse  we  αre
cοnsίderίng, we hανe sοmethίng mυch greαter. Ηere, α whοΙe
1ίne οf ρrορhets αρρeαrs dυrίng α ρerίοd οf fουr thουsαnd
yeαrs  αnd  οne  αfter  αnοther  ρrορhesίes  the  sαme  hίstοrίc
eνent. We see α whοΙe nαtίοn αnnουncίng thίs eνent αheαd οf
tίme,  αnd  fοr α  ρerίοd  οf fουr thουsαnd yeαrs thίs nαtίοn
cοntίnυes  tο  eχίst  ίn  οrder  tο  gίνe  νίsίbΙe  eνίdence  οf  the
αssυrαnces whίch ίt fίmΙy hΟΙds αnd from whίch ίt hαs nοt
deνίαted  ίn  Sρίte  of  αιι  the  threαts  thαt  hανe  been  mαde
αgαίnst ίt αnd the ρerSecυtίοns whίch ίt hαs υndergοne. Τhίs
ίs οf fαr greαter sίgnίfίcαnce.

ΤheSe Ιοgίcαι αrgυmentS were α reνeΙαtίοn tο Μetαιιίnοs.  Τhe
trυth cοncemίng the ρersοn οf Chrίst grαdυαιιy begαn tο ίιιυmίne
hs Sρίrίt υntίι Ηhαιιy hίs eνery dΟυbt hαd been dίsρeΙ1ed.

Αs Ι wαs reαdίng Ραscαι's chαρter οn ρrορhecίeS cοncernίng
Chrίst,  Ιίght bυrst fοrth wίthίn me.  Τhe  Scα1es  feΙ1 frοm the
eyeS of my sουι, αnd ίn the ρerSοn οf Ηίm whο, fοr me, hαd



36 . Κ®stαs Μetαιιίhοs

been α hαted ]ew, Ι nοw dίscerned cιeαrΙy the οnΙy-begοtten Sοn
οf Gοd.

Βυt ίt wαs ίneνίtαbΙe thαt thίs mυmίnαtίng reνeΙαtίοn wΟυιd, αt
the Sαme tίme, brίng befοre Μetαιιίnοs the ρίtίfυι sρectαcΙe οf hίs
οwn Ιίfe υρ tο thαt tίme. Τhe whοΙe οf his sίnfυ1 ραst nοw rοse υρ
befοre hίm Ιίκe α sρecter, brίngίng menαcίng αnd dreαdfυι αccυsα-
tίοn. Ραnίc seίzed hίs Sου1, becαυse he reα1ίzed thαt by hίs wοrΚs
οf  υnbeΙίef  he  hαd  decΙαred  ορen  wαrfαre  αgαίnst  Gοd  ίn  the
ρersοn οf Ηίs Sοn. Fοr Sοme tίme he Ιίνed dαy αnd nίght ίn thίs
stαte of αgοny,  trουbΙed αgαίn αnd αgαίn wίth the sαme Κίnd οf
nίghtmαres thαt α gυί1ty mαn eχρerίences when he ίs tryίng tο
hίde whίιe beίng ρυrsυed by the Ιαw.  Ηe seemed tο sense thαt
God's  jυstίce  wαs  ρersecυtίng  hίm  αnd  threαtenίng  hίm  wίth
wrαth αnd etemαι dαmnαtίοn.

Τhe terrοr αnd cοndemnαtίοn Μetαι1ίnοs feΙt were the mαrΚS οf
hίs genυίne  reρentαnce.  Ηe hαd feΙt nοt sίmρΙy Sοrrοw fοr the
ναcίι1αtίοns  οf  hίs  ραst  Ιίfe  bυt  α  deeρ  cοnScίουsness  οf  gυίιt,
whίch, Ιίκe the ρυbΙicαn ίn the ραrαbΙe, he cοnfessed befοre Gοd
wίth α sίncere ρΙeα fοr mercy. Ηe cοnfessed wίth cοntrίtίοn thαt
hίs  fαιιen  nαtυre  hαd been ίn  rebeΙΙίοn αgαίnst  Gοd,  αnd,  wίth
deeΡ reΡentαnce, renουnced αnd fοrSοοΚ αιι hίs sίnfυι ραst.

Το ρrοgress frοm thαt αct οf reρentαnce tο cοmρΙete ραrdοn αnd
the sα1ναtίοn οf hίs sουι, οnΙy οne fυrther steρ wαs neceSsαry: he
mυst tυm tο ]esυs ChriSt, becαυse οnΙy Chrίst fοrgίνes Sίns αnd
SανeS  Sίnners.  Αnd  so,  υnder  the  sρίrίtυαι  gυίdαnce  οf Ραscαι,
Μetα1Ιίnοs eχtended ρΙeαdίng hαnds tο hίs Sανίοr αnd receίνed
ίnner  ρeαce  αnd  cοmρΙete  fοrgίνeneSs.  Ηere  ίs  hοw  he  Ιαter
recαιιed thαt hαρρy eΧΡerίence:

FοΙΙοwίng eαch sίgh, α ρeαcefυι cαιm wουιd ονernοw wίthίn
me eνery tίme, αnd α thουght wου1d ρίerce me Ιίκe α strοΚe οf
1ίghtenίng:  ``Do not be αfrαίd; Chrίst hαs αcceρted yΟυ; yΟυ
αre deΙίνered.„

Τhe  mercy  οf  Gοd  cο11αbοrαted  ρerfectly  wίth  Μetαιιίnοs's
sίncerίty αnd wαs trαnsfοrmίng hίm frοm α bίtter enemy οf Chrίst
tο α deνοted  dίscίρ1e.  Τhe 1ίght οf Κnοwιedge  nοw becαme  the
fαίth  οf  the  heαrt,  αnd  whαt  Μetαι1ίnοs  hαd  αcceρted  ίn  hίs
ίntelΙect he nοw αιsο receίνed ίnto hίs heαrt, nοt αs mere wίsdom,
bυt αs sουι-sανίng trυth.
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Μetαι1ίnοs αιsο chαrαcterίzed αs the Gοd's mercy hίs dίscονery
αt  thαt  ροίnt  οf certαίn bοοΚS  ίn  whίch  he  fουnd  α weαιth  οf
weΙΙ-reαsοned  αrgυments  ίn  defense  οf the  Chrίstίαn  faίth.  Ηe
Stυdίed these wοrΚs cαrefυι1y αnd ρerSίstentΙy.

Τhαt wαs jυst whαt Ι needed sο thαt Ι mίght dο bαttle,  nο
1οnger αgαίnSt Chrίst bυt αgαίnSt the enemίes οf Chrίst.

Τhe tίme hαd nοw cοme fοr hίm tο ρresent hίs new cοnνίctίοns
ρυblίdy. Ηe begαn wίth hίs feΙΙοw stυdents. Wίth the enthυsίαsm
οf α sίncere ίdeαιίst, he set ουt tο ρrοtest αgαίnst the eποrs thαt
the  υnίνersίty  ρrοfeSsοrs  were  teαchίng  reΙαtίνe  tο  mαterίαhsm
αnd  the  orίgίn  οf mαn.  Ηίs  ρrίze  ίn  thίs  dίΗίcυιt  sρίrίtυαι  cαm-
ραίgn  wαs  three  οr  fοu  fοΙΙοwers  whο  becαme  αttαched  tο
mmΓιι1 οf them stυdents. Ιn οrder tο mαίntαίn theίr ίnterest ίn
Chrίstίαn  ρrίnciρ1es,  ΜetaΙΙίnοS  regυιαrΙy  sυρρ1ίed  hίs  ΗrSt  fοΙ-
Ιοwers wίth the testίmοny of οther scίentίsts whο were cοmbαtίng
the theοries οf Dαrwίnίsm αnd οf υnbeΙίef .

Βυt the mαίn theme οf theίr dίscυssίοns wαs the deίty οf ]esυs
Chrίst.  Lαter Μetαιιίnοs recαι1ed,

Sοme οf my cΙαssmαteS, tακίng nοtίce οf the fαct thαt Ι seemed
tο  be  weΙΙ  fοrtίfίed  wίth  ναιίd  αrgυments,   αcceρted  my
αssυrαnces  thαt  Chrίst  ίs  ίndeed  Gοd  αnd  thαt  we  mυst
belίeνe ίn Ηίm wίth αι1 ουr heαrts.

Ταικίng wίth chrίst

Αfter hίs cοnνersίοn the sρίrίt οf Μetαιιίnοs fοr the fίrst tίme
hαd α 1οngίng fοr α νίtαι αnd ρersοnαι cοntαct wίth Chrίst.

Οne  dαy  αn  ίnsρίrαtίοn  nαshed  ίntο  hίs  mίnd  whί1e  he  wαs
αιοne ίn hίs rοοm: ``Sίnce yου beΙίeνe thαt Chrίst ίs Gοd, why nοt
οΗer α ρrαyer tο Ηίm rίght nοw?"

Sο he begαn tο ρrαy. Ονercome wίth emοtίοn αnd hυmίιίty, he
Ιίfted υρ hίs eyes αnd jυst αι1οwed hίs  sρίrίt tο meet the dίνίne
Sρίrίt. Τhe wοrds he sροΚe were sίmρΙe, yet they αscended frοm
the deρths οf hίs heαrt wίth α sοrt οf ίnner,  ίnstίnctίνe fοrce.  Α
brίef cοnfeSsίοn, α few wοrds οf heαrtfeΙt thαnΚSgίνίng, α sίncere
ρrοmίse, αnd mαny teαrs. When he fίnίshed, hίs jοy wαs beyοnd
wοrds.  Α1mοst ίmmedίαteΙy he wαnted tο reρeαt the  deΙίghtfυι
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LοοΚίng  thrουgh  the  wίndοw  frοm   hίs  rΟοm,   Κοstαs  cουιd  see  the
Ραrthenοn αnd  Μαrs  Ηίιι.

eχρerίence.  ``Ι feΙt wίthίn me sυch sweetness αnd sυch jοy that Ι
sαίd to mySelf, `Why cαn't Ι ρrαy αnοther ρrαyer?' "

Αnd he begαn tΟ ρrαy αgαίn-wίth α new cοnfessίοn, wίth new
wοrds οf thαnΚSgίνίng, wίth α new ρrοmίse; sheddίng mοre teαrs,
eχρerίencίng new jοyS. When he hαd fίnίshed he Sαίd tο hίmseΙf:

Ι hανe fουnd the secret! Ι hανe fΟυnd the secret! Frοm nοw οn
Ι wίιι tαικ wίth Chrίst. Ι wίιι go neαr Ηίm tο tαικ tΟ Ηίm mαny
tίmes α dαy.

Ηe  hαd  ίndeed  mαde  α  greαt  dίscονery,  becαυse  frοm  thαt
αυtυmn dαy ίn 1910, ρrαyer wαs fοr Μetαιιinοs the shυttΙe wίth
whίch he begαn tο weανe hίs Sρίrίtυαι wοrΚ οn the wαrρ οf hίs
1ίfe.

Frοm then οn, ίn my dαίιy Ιίfe, ρrαyer tοοΚ οn the nαtυre οf α
νίtα1 αnd meαningfυι cοnνersαtίοn wίth Chrίst αnd becαme α
Sουrce οf the greαtest cοmfοrt αnd jοy.

Οn α mίιd, qυίet αfternοοn, dυrίng the ρeriοd οf hίs rίch new
eχρerίence ίn hίs ρrαyer Ιίfe,  he  steρρed tο  the  wίndοw οf hίs
hυmbΙe  rοοm,  ορened  the  shυtters,  αnd  cαst  α  cαsυαι  g1αnce
towαrd the hοrίzοn.  Τhe Ραrthenοn,  bαthed ίn the cιeαr gοΙden
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Ιίght  οf  α  beαυtίfυι  Αttίc  sυnset,  Ιοοmed  ρrΟυdΙy  before  hίm.
Βesίde ίt, hαrdΙy Seραrαted frοm the ΑcrοροΙίs, wαs the mαsSίνe,
shαρeΙesS sίιhουette οf the Αreοραgυs,  οn whίch the αροstΙe tο
the  GentneS  hαd  fοr  the  ΗrSt  tίme  ρreαched  tο  the  ίdοΙαtrουs
ΑthenίαnS αbουt the rίsen Chrίst.

Βοth these mοnυments hανe stοοd there fοr centυrίeS, sίde by
sίde,  gίgαntίc symbοΙs οf the υnίνersαι hυmαn αttemρt tΟ αttαίn
the  hίghest gοοd.  Τhe fίrSt ίs α SymbοΙ οf hυmαn wίsdοm;  the
Secοnd, α symbο1 οf diνίne Sαιναtίοn. Τhe Ηrst ίs αn embοdίment
οf   the   chοίceSt   αchίeνement   οf   hυmαn   effοrt;   the   secοnd
reΡresentS-ίn the ρreαchίng οf Ραυ1-the wοnderfυι wοrΚ οf the
ροwer αnd the ΙΟνe οf Gοd ίn behαιf οf mαnΚίnd.

Αt  schοοΙ,  Μetαι1ίnοS  hαd  heαrd  αbουt  the  Αreοραgυs  ίn
connectίοn wίth some Ιessοns οn reΙίgίουs sυbjects. Ηe remem-
bered αbουt the ρreαchίng οf Ραυι, αbουt the wαy the Αthenίαns
hαd rίdίcυιed the αροstle, αbουt DίοnySίυs the Αreοραgίte. Νοw,
wίth  hίs  eΙbοwS  οn  the  wίndοwsίιι,   he  wαs  ΙοοΚίng  ίn  thαt
dίrectίοn, deeρ ίn reνerίέs οf the dίstαnt ραst. Ιn hίs ίmαgίnαtίοn,
he reenαcted the Scene when the αροstΙe tο the Gentίιes stοοd
befοre the ίdο1-wοrshiρίng Αthenίαns, ίιιυmίnαtίng theίr dαrΚneSS
wίth hίs sρίrίtυα1 Ιίght. Ηe cουιd enνίsίοn the Ερίcυreαn αnd Stοίc
ρhί1οsορhers mocΚίng Ραυι αnd rίdίcυιίng hίs ρreαchίng. Ηe sαw
the new cοnνertS fοΙ1οwίng thαt αροstle αfter they cαme tο beΙίeνe
ίn ]esυs αnd ίn the Resυrrectίοn.

When he recονered frοm hίs reνerίes αnd retυmed tο reα1ίty,
the wοrld Seemed dίΗerent tο him. Νοw, the rυgged Αreοραgυs
wαs fοr Μetαι1ίnοs α mοnυment οf greαter sίgnίfίcαnce thαn the
Ραrthenοn, αnd Dίοnysίυs the Αreοραgίte wαs deαrer tο hίm thαn
Sοcrαtes.

Ιn the Κίngdom οf Lίght

Τhe  mίrαcle  hαd  hαρρened.  Μetαιιίnοs's  fαίth  ίn  Chrίst  nοw
begαn  tο  be  trαnsfοrmed  ίntο  α  Ιίνίng  eχρerίence  οf  ρersοnαι
Sαιναtίοn. Βυt thαt wαs nοt enΟυgh. Τhe Sρίrίtυα1 ίιιυmίnαtίοn he
hαd receίνed needed tο be mαde mυch strοnger!  Τhe ίnνίsίbΙe,
ίnner wίtness  οf the  Sρίrίt,  whίch  he  αιreαdy  hαd  ίn hίs  heαrt,
needed  tο be cοnfίrmed by the νίsίble οne αs weΙΙ,  the wrίtten
testίmοny  οf Gοd-the  Νew Τestαment.  Μetαιιίhοs hαd  neνer
αcqυίred α cορy οf the Βίble, nοr hαd he eνer reαd ίt. Ηe οnΙy hαd
αgenerα1ίdeαοfίtscοntentsfrοmthefewραssαgeshiSteαcherhαd
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eχρ1αίned yeαrs eαrΙίer αt schοο1.  Ηe οnΙy Κnew thαt the wοrds
αnd the wοrΚs οf ]esυs Chrίst αre fουnd ίn the Νew ΤeStαment.

Ηe sαίd to hίmseΙf :

``Νοw thαt yου αre entίreΙy conνίnced thαt Chrίst ίs Gοd, why
dοn't yου bυy α Νew Τestαment sο yου cαn reαd mοre οf Ηίs
wοrdS αnd Ιeαm whαt Ηe wαnts οf yου?" Αnd αs α resυιt οf
thίs ίnner υrge, thίs ίnsρίrαtίοn thαt seemed tΟ ίgnίte α nαme
wίthίn my heαrt, Ι hαd α Strοng desίre tο ροssesS α cορy οf the
Νew Τestαment.

Μetα11ίnοs wαs αbΙe tο οbtαίn whαt he 1οnged fοr thαt νery sαme
dαy. Whίιe he wαs Seαrchίng ίn the cαrt οf αn ίtίnerαnt bοοΚseΙΙer
hίs eye feu υροn αn αttrαctίνe ΙίttΙe secοnd-hαnd bοοΚ wίth the
tίtΙe ``Νew ΤeStαment." Ηe bουght the bοοΚ οn the sροt. Ηe cουιd
hαrdly wαίt tο get bαcΚ tο his rοοm. Ηe Ιαy dοwn οn hίs bed, αnd,
ορenίng the bοοΚ αt rαndοm, he stαrted tο reαd:

Ι αm cοme α Ιίght ίntο the worΙd, thαt whοsοeνer beΙίeνeth οn
me Shουιd nοt αbίde ίn dαrΚness. Αnd ίf αny mαn heαr my
wοrds,  αnd beΙίeνe nοt,  Ι jυdge hίm nοt:  fοr Ι cαme nοt tο
jυdge the wοrΙd, bυt tο sανe the wοrΙd Uοhn 12:46-47].

Μetαιιίnοs  tοοΚ  thίs  eχtemαι,  wrίtten  eνίdence  οf  the  Νew
ΤeStαment  tο  be  the  seα1  οf  Gοd,  cοnfίmίng  hίs  οwn  ίnner
eνίdence οf the Sαιναtίοn he hαd eχρerίenced. Τhe wοrd '`dαrΚ-
nesS" αnd the ίmρ1ίcαtiοn οf jυdgment brουght befοre hίm fοr αn
ίnstαnt the υgΙy ρίctυre οf hίs ραst Ιίfe.  Ιn sρίte οf ίt,  hοweνer,
Chrίst hαd been ραtίent wίth hίm fοr sο mαny yeαrs, becαυse Ηe
cαme nοt tο cοndemn, bυt tο sανe eνery sίnner-tο sανe Κοstαs
Μetαιhοs.

Fοr the fίrst tίme ίn my Ιίfe Ι reαd these words ίn the Νew
Τestαment,  αnd fοr the Ηrst tίme my whοΙe beίng begαn tο
thrοb dοwn tο ίts deeρeSt deρths wίth grαtίtυde tο Ηίm whο
hαd  bοme  wίth  me  fοr  sο  mαny yeαrS.  Ι  cου1dn't  cοntrοΙ
myseΙf . SοbS οf remοrse αnd reρentαnce fοr whαt Ι hαd dοne
αgαίnst οne  sυch αs Ηe  shοοΚ my whοΙe beίng.  γet αt the
bοttοm οf my ρsychοΙοgίcαι cοndίtίοn αt thαt time wαs nοt
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deSραίr  bυt  α  cοmfοrtίng
cοnsοΙαtίοn αnd α heανen-
Ιy Ρeαce ίn the Κnοwιedge
thαt Ηe hαd αcceρted αnd
for8ίνen me.

Μetαιιίnοs's   smαιι   rοοm
nοw  becαme  α  ραrαdίse.  Α
sweet,     heανenly     ecstαsy
cαme    ονer    hίs    sουι,    αs
thου8h  Gοd  were  cαreSsίn8
ίt.  Ονercοme wίth emοtίοn,
he  αrοse  frοm  hίs  bed.  Ηe
αρρrοαched   the   tαbΙe   αnd
sΙοwιy,   αιmost   αwΚwαrdΙy,
Sαt dοwn οn α chαίr.  Sοber-
fαced  αnd  ίn deeρ  thουght,
Κeeρίng the Νew Τestαment
ορen αt the sαme ραge wίth
bοth   hαndS'   he   rαίsed   hίs
eyeS ίn deνουt cοncentrαtίοn Κοstαs αs α υnίνersίty stυdent
αnd  whίsρered  thίs  solemn
ρrοmίse tο Chrίst: `'Ο }esυs, Ι dίdn't Κnοw γου, αnd thαt ίs why Ι
Κeρt bαttΙίng αgαίnst γου.  Ι  thαnΚ_γου thαt γου  hανe  αcceρted
eνen me. Ι ρrοmίse γου thαt Ι wίιι be cοmρΙeteΙy γουrs αnd Ι wm
Serνe γου my whο1e-"

ChΟΚed wίth emοtίοn,  he cου1d  Sαy nο more.  γet,  frοm the
Lοrd's ροίnt οf νίew, whαt he hαd sαίd wαs sυΗίcίent.

Μetαι1ίnοS nοw feΙt 1ίκe α wαrrίοr whο hαd cαρtυred the heίghts
οne by οne αfter fίerce bαttles αnd then begαn tο gαther the sροίι
ίn  the  ναιιey.  Fοr  sίχ  months  he `hαd  Ιίνed  thrουgh  α  serίeS  οf
seνere crίses thαt hαd shακen hίs ίnner wοrld.

Τhe shαrρ ίrrίtαtίοn οf hίs ίnίtίαι`υnbeΙίef; hίs ρerρΙeχίty Ιαter ίn
the seαrch fοr trυth; the mentα1 SυΗerίng αnd the sυdden chαnges
he υnderwent whί1e he wαs stυdyίng Ραscαι; hίs αcceρtαnce οf the
deίty οf Chrίst,  whom υntίι then he hαd reνίιed αnd hαted; the
αgοnίzίng thαt ρreceded hίs reρentαnce; αnd the strοng emοtίοns
αssοciαted wίth hίs regenerαtίοn cουιd nοt bυt remαίn ίn hίs mίnd
αnd sρίrίt αs αn ίmρressίνe αnd υnfοrgettαbΙe ρersοnαι hίstοry.

Ιt wαs necessαry fοr Μetα1Ιίnοs tο stυdy the ScrίρtυreS sο thαt
he mίght be enΙίghtened αnd becοme αcqυαίnted wίth the hίgher
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Sρίrίtυα1 trυthS. Μονed by the Sρίrίt οf Gοd, he cαme tΟ Ιονe the
Νew ΤeStαment wίth α reαι ραssίοn.

]υst αs Ι hαd declαred ρrαyer tο be α Sουrce οf hαρρίnesS, sο
nοw Ι fουnd the stυdy οf the wοrds οf Chrίst tο be α sουrce οf
ίndescrίbαble  jοy  αnd  eχυιtαtiοn,  becαυse  fοr  me  thίs  wαs
mοre thαn mere reαdίng οr stυdy. Ιt wαs the νery cΙοSest Κίnd
οf  ρersοnαι  cοmραnίοnShίρ  wίth  my  Sανίοr,  αs  Ηe  Κeρt
sρeακίng Ιίνίng wοrds dίrectΙy ίntο my sου1.

Τhe new cοnνert nοw reαd Gοd'S Wοrd wίth eαgerness. ΙSοΙαt-
ed ίn hίs ροοr Ιίttle rοοm, he wου1d reαd the Νew Τestαment fοr
fίfteen hουrs eνery dαy wίthΟυt feeΙing tίred. Αs α reSυιt, ίn the
Sραce οf ten mοnths he hαd memοrίzed the whο1e Νew Τestαment
αnd cΟυ1d αccυrαtely recίte αny ραrt οf ίt.

Τhe  dίffίcυιtίes  hέ encουntered ίn υnderstαndίng mαny ραss-
αges ίn the eρίstΙes of the αροstΙe Ραυ1 cαυsed Μetαιιίnοs tο hανe α
ρreference fοr the gοsρeΙs αnd tο cherίsh them mοre, esρecίαι1y
Tοhn 13 thrουgh 16, whίch cοntαίns the 1αst dίscουrse οf the Lοrd
]eSυs tο Ηίs dίscίρ1eS.

Τοwαrd the end οf hίs 1ίfe he wrοte:

Ι hανe ρreserνed tο thίs dαy αs α mοSt treαsυred ροssessίοn
thαt cΟρy οf the Νew ΤeStαment.  Ιts ραges αre stαίned wίth
mαny teαrs οf grαtίtυde αnd reΙίef, teαrS thαt cαme υnbίdden
αs Ι wαs stυdyίng the words οf my Sανίοr.

ΑΙοng wίth the Stυdy οf the Νew Τestαment he begαn tο reαd
wίth  eαgerness  frοm  the  hermeneυtίcαι  wοrΚs  οf  the  chυrch
FαtherS,  esρecίαιιy οf ChrySostοm.  Τhe 1αtter helρed tο reSο1νe
mαny ρerρΙeχίtίeS cοncemίng sρίrίtυαι mαtters, bυt Chrysοstοm
ραrtίcυ1αrΙy helρed hίm tο deΙνe mοre deeρ1y ίntο the ίnteη)retα-
tίοn οf the Νew Τestαment.

Οne dαy dυrίng thίs ρerίοd Μetα1ΙίnοS decίded thαt he wαnted
tο receίνe ΗοΙy Cοmmυnίοn.  "Why nοt gο tο CοnfeSSίοn nοw
αnd then tακe Commυniοn?" he Sαίd tο hίmseΙf. Αnd sο he went.
FeeΙίng thαt he wαs ρreραred sρίrίtυαιιy, he ρresented hίmseΙf tο
the ρrίest αnd cοnfessed. Ηe SροΚe οf hίs reρεmtίng οf hίs sίnfυι
Ιίfe. Ηe sροΚe οf the chαnge Chrίst hαd brουght αbΟυt ίn hίs Ιίfe.
Ηe  sροΚe  οf hίs  new  sρίrίtυαι  eχρerίence.  Τhe  ρrίeSt  wαs  ίn  α
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hυrry tο gο. Ηe stορρed the cοnfessίοn αnd ίmροsed sίχ mοnths'
ρenαnce: Τen ρrαyers eνery dαy αnd sοme οther mίnοr ρenαιtίes.
When Μetαιιίnοs cαme ουt οf the chυrch hίs cοnScίence bοthered
hίm, becαυse he feΙt thαt jυst nοw he hαd encουntered Sοmethίng
thαt  cΙαshed  wίth  the  trυth  he  αιreαdy  Κnew  frοm  the  Νew
Τestαment. ``Why Shου1d Ι Ιίsten tο the ρrίeSt?" he αsΚed hίmseΙf.
``Sίnce Ι Κnοw αnd beΙίeνe thαt Chrίst hαs αcceρted me, why dο Ι

need the ρrίeSt?„
Αnd Sο the neχt Sυndαy he went tο receίνe ΗοΙy Cοmmυnίοn.

Ηίs sου1 wαnted cοmmυnίοn, bυt he dίdn't wαnt the ρrίest αnd
hίs ρenαnces. Τhe ρrοbΙem sοοn resοΙνed ίtSelf, hοweνer, becαυse
when he went bαcΚ fοr the thίrd weeΚ ίn sυcceSSίοn, the ρrίeSt
drονe hίm αwαy.  ``Whαt'S thίs α11 αbουt? Ενery weeΚ the sαme
thίng  α11  ονer  αgαίn.   Get  ουt  αnd  dοn't  cοme  here  αgαίn!"
Μetα11ίnοs Ιeft.

ΝeνertheΙeSs,  Κοstαs  remαίned  ίn  the  Οrthοdοχ  chυrch  fοr
eίght mοre yeαrs.
* Νew Αmerίcαn Stαndαrd ΒίbΙe.



Τhe Ρreραrαtίοn

Νeαr the begίnnίng οf the yeαr 1911, οne οf the stυdents αt the
υnίνersίty ίnνίted Μetαιιίnos tΟ αttend α meetίng οf α grΟυρ

οf yουng men whο were stυdyίng the Νew Τestαment.
Αs α resυιt of thαt ίnνίtαtίοn, Μetαιιίnos becαme αcqυαίnted αnd

1αter  ίntίmαteΙy  connected  wίth  thίs  smαιι  cοmραny  οf  yουng
men,  some  of  whom  ίn  Ιαter  yeαrs  were  tο  hανe  α  decίsίνe
ίnnυence ίn hίs Ιίfe αnd ίn hίs wοrΚ.

Μetαuίnos's ραrtίcίραtίοn ίn thαt Ηrst Βίble stυdy sessίοn mαde
α deeΡ ίmΡressίοn on those ρresent.  When the meetίng ended,
eνery  οηe  ίn  the  cοmραny  wαs  enthυsίαstίc  Ονer  the  yΟυng
νίsίtor's cοntrίbυtίοnS tο the dίscυsSίοn, eSρecίαιιy ChrίstορmοS,
the Ιeαder.  Ηe cαιιέd Μetα1Ιίnos αsίde αnd αsΚed hίm where he
hαd αcqυίred hίs Κnowιedge. Μetαιιίnos reΙαted tο hίm sοmethίng
Οf whαt hαd hαρρened tΟ hίm. ChrίstΟρhίιοs wαs deeρΙy mονed
by  whαt  he  heαrd  αnd  υrged  hίm  to  come  tο  the  meetίngs
regυιαrΙy.

Frοm then on thίngs tooΚ α new tυm.
Τhe cοntαcts Μetαιιίnοs mαde ίn the hαι1s of Οrthodοχ socίetίes,

the Refοrm CΙυb,  the Αnnυncίαtίοn Fenοwshίρ,  αnd eΙsewhere
were οf greαt beneΕt tο hίs Chrίstίαn cαιιίng ίn twο wαys. h the
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fίrst  ρΙαce,  they  οΗered  hίm  gοοd  ορροrtυnίtίes αnd  fανοrαbΙe
condίtίοns fοr cυιtίναtίng hίs gίft for ρυblίc sρeακίng+α gίft wίth
whίch Gοd wαs tο wοrΚ wοnderS 1αter. Ιn αddίtίοn, the αcqυαίnt-
αnceS fοrmed there resυιted ίn the cοnsοΙίdαtίοn οf α smαιι bυt
deνοted bαnd οf fουr οr Ηνe fαίthfυι yουng men whο 1αter οn set
ουt wίth the sΙίng of fαίth, 1ίκe Ιίttle Dανίd, tο Ηght gίαnts.

Τhe mαrΚs thαt chαrαcterίzed the smαιι bαnd αt thαt tίme were
regυιαr  Stυdy  οf the  Νew ΤeStαment,  eαch member's  ρersοnα1
eχρerίence  οf the  trυthS  οf the  goSρeΙ,  αnd  the  Ηm  desίre  tο
ρreαch thοSe Sουι-sανίng trυths, eνen thουgh ίt mίght entαίι greαt
Ρersonαι sαcrίΗce.

Τheίr gαtherίngs fοΙΙοwed α sίmρΙe ραttem. Εαch stυdy seSSίοn
begαn wίth recίtαtίοn οf the Lοrd's Ρrαyer. Τhίs wαs fοΙΙοwed by
αn ίnterρretαtίοn οf ραrtίcυιαr ραssαges οf the Νew Τestαment.
When the dίscυssίοn wαs ονer, the members οf the cίrcle wουιd
seeΚ αn ορροrtυnίty to gίνe α υnίted ρυbΙίc testίmοny οf theίr
fαίth. Αt thαt tίme the smαιι cοmραny tοοΚ οn the chαrαcter οf α
wαικίng mίssίοn, α sort of ρerίραtetίc mίnίstry. Τhey ΙοοΚed jυst
αbΟυt eνerywhere for ρΙαces where theίr sρίrίtυαι Ιαbοrs mίght be
hοSρίtαbΙy receίνed-ίn the rοοms οf frίends, ίn ρυbΙίc hαιιs, αnd
eνen ίn the Ορen.

Τhe  generαι mοbίιίzαtίοn thαt wαs  ordered  ίn  Greece  αt thαt
tίme αnd the Βαικαn WαrS thαt fοuοwed scαttered the Chrίstίαn
bαnd. Μetα1ΙίnοS wαs cαιιed υρ ΑΡΗ 1,  1913, αnd wαs οn αctίνe
dυty wίth the αmy υntίι 1916, when he wαs mυstered ουt αs α
reserνe.  Dυrίng  thαt  three-yeαr  ρerίοd  of  ίntemίttent  αmy
serνίce  he  thed  to  tακe  αdναntαge  οf  eνery  ορροrtυnίty  tο
ίmρrονe hίmSeΙf αnd hίs ροsίtίοn ίn 1ίfe. Τhυs, οn December 19,
1915,  he cοmρΙeted hίs stυdίes αt the υnίνersίty, αnd ίn νίew οf
hίs remαrΚαble ρrοgress ίn hίs chοsen ΗeΙd οf Stυdy, he receίνed
the Dοctοr οf Μαthemαtίcs degree.

Ηe  dίd  not  negΙect  hίs  sρίrίtυα1  Ιαbοrs.  FeΙΙΟw  stυdents  αnd
frίends wουιd gαther ίn ΜetαιιίnοS'S Smαιι rοοm fοr dίscυssίοns
αnd sermons on sρίrίtυα1 mαtters.

Ενen whίιe he wαs engαged ίn theSe αctίνίdes, he hαd αιreαdy
entered ρυbΙic serνίce, where he wαs Ιαter tο dίstίngυίsh hίmSeΙf
nοt οnly αs αn emρΙοyee οf the gονemment bυt αιsο αs αn αροstΙe
οf Chrίst cαιιed tο wοrΚ αmοng hίs cοΙΙeαgυeS. Ηίs Ηrst αρροίnt-
ment tο gονemment serνίce wαs rαtίΗed οn Febrυαry 11, 1911.

Ηe  wαs  αssίgned  αs  αn  αρρrentίce  ίn  the  Generαι  Οffίce  of
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Μetα||ίnοs αnd hίs mοther

Αccουntίng wίth α  Sα1αry οf
twenty dοnαrs α mοnth, ουt
οf  whίch  he  regυιαrΙy  sent
fουr   tο   hίs   mοther.    Ηe
Serνed  ίn  thίs  ροsίtίοn  fοr
three yeαrs υntί1 1914, when
he wαs αsSίgned αs α cιerΚ tο
the 0fΗce οf Αccουntίng αs α
ρe-αnent emρ1Οyee.

Τhere   Μetαιιίnοs   hαd   α
reαι   strυggΙe   wίth   hίmseΙf
αnd wίth Sαtαn. ΑS ίt tυmed
ουt,   thίs  αρροίntment  wαs
fοr   hίm   the   hαrd   schοοΙ
where  he  wαs  tο  Ιeαrn  the

fίrst Ιessοns οf endυrαnce αnd hυmί1ίty. ΑS α mαtter οf fαct, ίt wαs
nοt  Ιοng  befοre  hίs  Chrίstίαn  testίmοny  αmοng  hίs  cοΙ1eαgυes
becαme α tαrget fοr them αnd α cοnstαnt trία1 fοr hίm.  Ridίcυιe,
ρersecυtίοn,  teαsίng,  αnd  Scom  were  the  οrder  οf  the  dαy.
Μetαιιίnos tοοΚ ίt α1Ι wίth gοοd hυmοr or wίth cοmρΙete ίndίffer-
ence, bυt neνer wίth α sρίrίt οf hαtred οr retαιίαtίοn. Wheneνer hίs
feΙ1οw worΚers wΟυιd ρΙαy α  sίι1y ρrαctίcα1 jοΚe οn hίm,  jυst to
mακe hίm αngry, he wου1d α1wαys try tο retαίn hίs cοmροsυre. Ιf,
fοr eχαmρ1e, they stυcΚ α ρίn υρrίght ίn hίs chαίr sο thαt he wουιd
be ρrίcΚed, Μetα1ΙίnοS wουιd jυmρ υρ frοm the chαίr smί1ίng αnd
wου1d whίsρer υnder hίs breαth,  ``γου wοn't sυcceed ίn gettίng
me mαd, yου tοοΙs οf Sαtαn. Ι αm ρrαyίng fοr yου. ]esυs Chrίst ίs
gοίng tο get hοΙd οf yου. γου cαn't get αwαy."

Ιn thίs he ρrορhesίed trυ1y, fοr αfter α few yeαrS Chrίst hαd ίn
fαct gοt hο1d οf mοSt οf them. Τhe Lοrd's hαnd ίn the sαιναtίοn οf
thοSe emρΙοyees becαme qυίte eνίdent when the ΙiνeΙίest οne οf
them α1Ι,  whοm Μetαιιίnοs hαd nίcΚnαmed  ``Deνίι" becαυse he
ρ1αyed  the wοrst Κίnd  οf ρrαctίcα1 jοΚes οn hίm,  reρented αnd
tυrned tο Chrίst, SeeΚίng Ηίs mercy αnd sα1ναtίοn. Αs sοοn αs he
heαrd  the  news,  ΜetαιιίnοS  αcΚnοwledged  thαt  he  hαd  been
ρrαyίng fοr thίs mαn's Sαιναtίοn fοr fίfteen yeαrs.

Frοm  the  νery  begίnnίng  Μetα1Ιίnοs  reαιίzed  thαt  he  hαd  α
sρecία1 dίνίne cαι1 tο engαge ίn Sρίrίtυα1 wοrΚ αmοng the gονern-
ment ρersonneΙ.  Ιt wαs hίs οwn fίeld fοr eναngeΙizίng, αnd sίnce
he wαs cοnStαntΙy relyίng οn the ροwer οf ρrαyer αnd the Ιeαdίng
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οf the Lοrd, he hαd greαt eχρectαtίοnS. Ηe sουght eαgerΙy tο hανe
hίs  cοΙ1eαgυeS  shαre  wίth  hίm  the  sρίrίtυαι  eχρerίence  οf  the
sαιναtίοn οf Chrίst. Αnd hοw wοnderfυι ίt wουιd be ίf ΒίbΙe stυdy
grουρs cουιd be fοrmed ίn the ναrίουs gονernment serνίces! Ηίs
fανοrίte νerse αt thαt tίme wαs ``ΑΙΙ thίngs αre ροSsίbΙe tο hίm thαt
beΙίeνeS." Stαndίng υροn thαt ρrοmίse, Μetαιιίnοs cοntίnυed his
Sρίrίtυα1  ΙαbοrS  αmοng  hίs  cοΙΙeαgυeS  wίth  greαt  ρerSeνerαnce.
Ηe beΙίeνed thαt whαt he wαs then sοwίng wίth teαrS he wουιd
reαρ 1αter wίth rejοίcίng. ΑS we Shαιι See, Gοd hοnοred the fαίth
οf Ηίs deνοted Ιαbοrer.

Τhe Fίrst sermons
Ιt wαs wίth feαr αnd  trembΙίng thαt Μetα1Ιίnοs fαced hίs  άrst

αυdίence. Τhe ορροrtυnίty cαme when Βαsίι Chrίstορhίιοs hαd tο
gο οn α trίρ. Chrίstορhίιοs, οne οf the members οf the grουρ αnd
the regυ1αr sρeακer αt the Chυrch οf Sαίnt Demetrίοs,  hαd the
resροnsίbίιίty οf fίndίng α sυbstίtυte. Ηe thουght οf Μetαιιίnοs.

``Sαy,  Κοstαs,  dο  yΟυ  wαnt  tο  sρeακ  neχt  Sυndαy  αt  Sαίnt
Demetrίοs's  sο  thαt  the  ρeορΙe  wοn't  hανe  tο  gο  wίthουt  α
sermοn?" sυggested Chrίstορhίιοs.

Κοstαs hesίtαted tο gίνe αn αnswer. Τhe thουght οf stαndίng αιι
by hίmSeΙf, befοre α whοΙe chυrch fυιι οf ρeορ1e, tο sρeακ fοr sυch
α  1οng  tίme  terrίfίed  hίm.   Βυt  Chrίstορhίιοs  dίd  hίs  best  tο
encουrαge hίm, αnd fίnαιιy Μetα1Ιίnοs cοnSented, bυt οnΙy hαιf-
heαrtedΙy.

Τhe Sυbject οf hίs Ηrst sermοn wαs bαsed οn the teχt ``Cοnsίder
the Ιίιίes οf the fίeΙd" (Μαtthew 6:28).

Ιn hίs messαge, the αmαteυr ρreαcher eχtοΙ1ed the Ιονe αnd the
gοοdneSs οf Gοd, αt the sαme tίme emρhαsίzίng thαt mαn'S fαίth
ίs Sίgnίfίcαntly ίnνο1νed ίn the ουtwοrΚίng οf thαt gοοdness αnd
Ιονe οf Gοd.

Τhe Ιίιy of the fίeΙd ίs α ρ1αnt thαt ίs cαreΙessιy steρρed οn dαny,
yet the Creαtοr cΙοthes ίt wίth eχceρtίοnαι beαυty αnd ΙονelίneSs.
Cαn ίt ροssίbΙy be thαt Gοd tακes Sυch cαre αbουt αn eρhemerαι
ρΙαnt αnd ίs ίndίfferent cοncemίng mαn, whο ίs α beίng destίned
tο  1ίνe  fοreνer?  Ηere  ίs  where  ουr  fαίth  cοmeS  ίn.  ``Ι beΙieνe"
meαnS Ι hανe α bίg cοnceρt οf Gοd, οf Ηίs gοοdness, Ηίs mίght,
αnd Ηίs fαίthfυιness tο Ηίs ρrοmίses. Ηe whσ ίs feαrfυι αnd whο
dουbtS the ρrοmίses οf Gοd degrαdes αnd debαseS Ηίm.  Ιf we
trυιy beΙίeνe,  we  mυst rely οn  the  ρrοmises  of the  Lοrd wίth
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comρΙete confίdence: Τhίs ίs trυe cοncemίng nοt οnΙy the needs
οf ουr eνerydαy Ιίνes bυt αιsο the needs οf ουr Sουιs.

Ιt wαs οn thουghts sυch αs these thαt Μetαιιίnοs ρresented hίs
fίrst messαge. Αs Sοοn αs he hαd Ηnίshed, α mαn's νοίce frοm the
αυdίence gανe eνίdence tο the fαct thαt he hαd dοne welΙ. ``Βrανο,
my  bοy,  brανο!  γου  gανe  υs  α  άne  messαge."  Τhe  wοmen,
hοweνer, were mοre restrαίned ίn theίr ρrαίses. `Ύου sροΚe tοο
fαst fοr υs; neχt tίme teΙΙ ίt tο υs α ΙίttΙe sΙοwer."

Ιn sρίte οf αιι the stαge frίght he hαd eχρerίenced, Μetαιιίnοs
hαd mαde αn eχceΙ1ent ίmρreSsίοn.

Τhe tακs cοntίnυed wίth Sίngυιαr sυccess.  Τhe cοngregαtίοn
Κeρt  grοwίng,  αnd  from  α  ρυreΙy econοmίc  ροίnt of νίew  the
ρrίeSt nοw ΙοοΚed υροn the yουng ρreαcher αs α heανen-Sent gίft,
α bοnυs thαt Sαίnt Demetrίοs wαs ΟΗerίng hίs ΗttΙe chυrch.

When he cαme bαcΚ frοm hίs trίρ, Chrίstορhίιοs heαrd the newS
αnd becαme enthυsίαstίc ονer ίt. Ιn fαct, ίnsteαd of resυmίng hίs
ρ1αce αs sρeακer he υrged Μetαιιίnοs tο cοntίnυe hίs ρreαchίng.

Ιt ίs αρρrορrίαte here to mentίοn the hυmbΙe, Chrίstίαn ρersοn-
αιίty οf Chrίstορhίιοs, ``the Τeαcher." Τhίs mαn wαs υsed οf Gοd
tο  ρΙαy  α  rοΙe  ίn  the  ρreραrαtίοn  αnd  mίsSίοn  οf  ΜetαιιίnοS
sοmewhαt  sίmίιαr  tο  thαt  of  Βαrnαbαs  ίn  the  ρreραrαtίοn  αnd
mίssίοn οf the αροstΙe Ραυι. Chrίstορhίιοs Ηrst ίntrodυced Μetαm-
nοs  ίntο  Chrίstίαn cίrcιes.  Ιt wαs  he who encουαged hίm αnd
heΙρed hίm tο ονercome hίs feαrS ίn the eαrΙy dαyS οf hίs ρυbΙίc
mίnίstry. Ιt wαs he who tυmed Ονer tΟ Μetαιιίnοs hίs ρreαchίng
ροsίtίοn αnd tooΚ eνery Ορροrtυnίty tΟ ρresent hίm αs α sρίrίtυαι-
Ιy gίfted ίnstrυment οf Gοd. Αnd αn thίs ίn sρίte οf the fαct thαt
ChrίstΟρhίιοs hίmself wαs αιsο α ρreαcher.

Τhe  greαt SυccesS οf Μetαι1ίnοS αt Sαίnt Demetrίοs'S ίndυced
the  ρrίest of Sαίnt Cαtherίne's  tΟ  ίnνίte Μetαιιίnοs  tο  hίs  οwn
chυrch.  Μetαιιίnοs  αcceρted  the  ίnνίtαtίοn,  αnd  the  resυιt wαs
thαt nοw Ιαrge cοngregαtίοns gαthered ίn bοth chυrches.

ΝeνertheΙess, thίs hαmοnίουs cοΙΙαbοrαtίοn οf ΜetαιιίnοS wίth
the Οrthοdοχ chυrch dίd nοt Ιαst Ιοng. Cοntίnυed stυdy οf the
ΒίbΙe αnd eSρecίαιιy οf the Νew Τestαment grαdυαιιy reνeαιed tο
Μetα1Ιίnοs sρίrίtυαρ trυths αbουt which he hαd neνer befοre heαrd
οr reαd.  Ηe therefοre set ουt wίth α hοΙy zeαι tο ίmραrt thοSe
trυths tο hίs heαrers αιοng wίth hίs sermοnS.  Βυt sοme οf the
chυrch αttendαnts begαn tο cοmρ1αίn,  nοt αbουt w,hαt he wαs
ρreαchίng bυt αbουt whαt he neνer mentίοned. Ιn hίs meSsαge οn
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Αυgυst 15, the Feαst οf the Β1essed νίrgίn, fοr ίnstαnce, he sροΚe
eχcΙυsίνeΙy  cοncemίng  Τesυs  Chrίst  αnd  Ηίs  redeemίng  worΚ
wίthουt  mentίοnίng  αnythίng  αbΟυt  the  νίrgίn  Μαry.  Ιt  wαs
nαtυrαι  thαt  οmίsSίοns  Sυch  αs  thαt  shου1d  brίng  fοrth  sοme
feeΙίng οf dίsαρροίntment οn the ραrt οf the cοngregαtίοnS.

Νew wίne ίn Νew wίnesΚίns
Τhrουgh the stυdy οf the Νew ΤeStαment αnd thrουgh theίr

ρrαyer 1ίfe, the members οf the Chrίstίαn grουρ were ρrοgressίνe-
1y beίng Ιed ίnto eνer deeρer sρίrίtυαι υnderstαndίng.  Τhίs wαs
mαde eνίdent when they αιι begαn tο dίscem thαt mαny trυthS οf
the Νew Τestαment were nοt ίn αgreement wίth the cοrresροnd-
ίng dogmαs beΙίeνed ίn αnd ίmροsed by the ΟrthodΟχ chυrch. Ιn
the crυcίαι mαtter οf cοnfeSsίοn αnd οf the remίssίοn οf Sίns, fοr
eχαmρ1e,  they were  certαίn thαt there wαs  sοme  dίsαgreement
between the Οrthοdοχ chυrch οf tοdαy αnd the chυrch οf the Νew
Τestαment.  Τhey  dίscemed  α  sίmί1αr  dίsαgreement  cοncemίng
οther dοgmαs αnd dοctrίneS οf the fαίth Sυch αs οrαι trαdίtίοns,
sαcrαments, αnd eccleSίαstίcαι cαnοns.

Τhey dίd not ίntend by theίr ίnferences, οf cουrse, tΟ ροse αs
theοΙοgίαns  or  to  defαme  αnd  dίscredίt  the  Οrthοdοχ  chυrch,
whίch, ίt mυst be nοted,  they reνered.  Τhey hαd becοme cοn-
νίnced, hοweνer, frοm the testίmοny οf the Νew Τestαment, thαt
α sίmρ1e beΗeνer αrmed wίth the trυth of the Scrίρtυres ίs wίser
αnd more αdeqυαtely endοwed sρίrίtυαιιy thαn the mοst eχα1ted
ρreΙαte whο 1αcΚs the Ιίght οf the Scrίρtυres αnd the 1ίfe οf the
Sρίrίt.  Τheίr fαίth wαs ΗmΙy bαsed on the cιeαr decΙαrαtίοns of
ΗοΙy Wrίt αccοrdίng tο whίch eνery beΙίeνer ίn Chrίst ίs α `'temρΙe
οf Gοd" (1 Cοrίnthίαns 3:16), regαrdΙess οf whether he beΙοngs tο
the cιergy οr the Ιαίty. Τhe Lοrd endοws αιι beΙίeνerS, the Ιαίty αs
weΙΙ  αs  the  clergy,  wίth  ``the  sρίrίt  οf wίsdom  αnd  reνeΙαtίοn"
(Ερhesίαns  1:17) αnd αιso wίth the fυmΙ1ment of αιι Κnοwledge,
αnd mακeS them ραrtακerS οf ``αιι the treαsυres οf wίsdοm αnd
Κnοwledge" whίch αre hίd ίn Chrίst (CοΙοSsίαnS 2:3).

Τhe ΗΟΙy Sρίrίt, therefοre, hαs nο need of αny helρerS tο αct αs
ίntermedίαrίes ίn οrder tο reνeαι αnd tο ίnterρret tο mαn the Ηrst
ρrίncίριeS οf Sαιναtίοn αnd οf trυe fαίth.

Frοm the begίnnίng Μetα1ΙίnοS hαd this qυestίοn: ``Why shου1d
we αcceρt ίt αs trυe thαt οnΙy the ρrίestS, αnd nοt the Ιαίty αs weΙΙ,
ροSseSs the Gοd-gίνen gίft tο ίnterρret the Scrίρtυres cοrrectly,
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Sίnce  the  theο1οgίαns  αmοng  the  cιergy  αre  themseΙνes  tαυght
hοw tο ίnterρret the ScrίρtυreS by Ιαy ρrοfessοrs αt the υnίνersί-
ty?" Sυrely then ίt ίs nοt αt αι1 strαnge when Gοd reνeαιs the trυth
οf the ScrίρtυreS, by Ηίs Sρίrίt, dίrectly tο the 1αίty. Whether οne
weαrS the wοrΚίngmαn's clothίng αnd αnother the νeStmentS οf
the  αrchbίshορ;  ίf sοmeοne  ίs cοmρΙeteΙy cοnfίned  tο  a bed  of
testίng where  he gΙοrίΗes Gοd wίth fαίth αnd eχρectαncy whίιe
αnοther ρreαches frοm the ρυιρίts wίth heανenly eΙοqυence; eαch
οne whο ίs bοm αgαίn thrουgh the Ηο1y Sρίrίt ίs αn ίnterρreter οf
the trυth. Ενery οne οf them hαs the αnοίntίng οf. the Sρίrίt αnd ίs
α beαrer οf the wίtness frοm αbονe.

ΑΙthουgh  ΜetαιιίnοS  αnd  hίs  frίends  were  nοt  dίsροsed  tο
creαte αn ίssυe ονer the mαtter, they feΙt ίt wαs necessαry fοr them
αs sίncere belίeνers tο demοnstrαte thαt they reαιιy Ιονed the trυth
mοre  thαn eνerythίng else.  Ιn οther wοrds,  they mυst nοt be
αfrαίd  tο  eχρress theίr cοnνίctίοns,  eνen ίn ρυbΙίc,  wheneνer α
sυίtαbΙe ορροrtυnίty wουιd ρresent ίtseΙf .

Τhαt ορροrtυnίty wαs gίνen tο them ίn the fαιι οf 1916.  Αt α
1αrgeΙy αttended meetίng fοr ΒίbΙe stυdy ίn the hα1Ι οf the Refοrιn
CΙυb,  Chrίstορhίιοs  αddressed the fοΙΙοwίng rhetοrίcαι qυeStίοn
to hίs αυdίence:  ``Sίnce αccοrdίng tο the sυre wοrd οf the Νew
Τestαment, Gοd wί1Ι render tο eνery mαn αccοrdίng tο hίs deedS,
[Romαns  2:6],  wίιι  yου  tell  me  οf  whαt  ναιυe  reqυίems  cαn
ροSSίbΙy be?"  Ηe ίmmedίαteΙy αnswered hίs οwn qυestίοn:  "We
see ίn the Νew Τestαment thαt reqυίems hανe nΟ ρΙαce οr να1υe αt
α1Ι,  αnd they cαn't chαnge the stαte οf α mαn αfter deαth." Τhίs
remαrΚ cαme tο the αttentίοn of the eχecυtίνe cΟυncίι οf the clυb,
αnd the sρeακer wαs cαιιed tο gίνe αn eχρΙαnαtίοn. Chrίstορhί1οs
wαs ρ1eαsed tο hανe thίs gοοd ορροrtυnίty, αnd he reρeαted hίs
cοnνίctίοns αbουt reqυίemS tο the members οf the cουncu.

Ιf  α  mαn  dίes  αn  υnreρentαnt  sίnner  αnd  αn  υnbeΙieνer,  nο
mαtter hοw mαny reqυίemS mαy be οbSerνed ίn hίs behα1f, they
wοn't dο hίm α bίt οf gοοd, becαυse αccοrdίng tο Chrίst'S οwn
wοrdS, ``he thαt belίeνeth nοt shα11 be dαmned" (ΜαrΚ 16:16). Βυt
ίf α mαn dίeS α beΙίeνer, then neίther reqυίems nοr ρrαyerS αre οf
αny benefίt whαteνer, becαυse the sουι οf the beΙίeνer ίs α1reαdy
ίn α stαte οf bΙeSsedneSs.  `'Β1eSsed αre the deαd whίch dίe ίn the
Lord" (ReνeΙαtίοn 14:13). Ιn νίew οf thίs, whαt αddίtίοnαι benefίt
cαn reqυίemS brίng tο sΟυιs thαt αre Ιίνίng ίn the bΙίss of ραrαdίse
αnd ίn the νery ρreSence of the Lοrd? Μαn eίther hαs Ιίfe οr he
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dοesn't hανe 1ίfe. Ιt fοΙΙοws, then, thαt when he dίes he ίs eίther
wίth Chrίst οr he ίs nοt wίth Chrίst.

Αfter Chrίstορhί1οs hαd ρreSented hίs νίews, the decίsίοn οf the
Cουncί1 wαs brίef αnd υnαnίmουs: Τhe defendαnt mυst nο Ιοnger
ρreαch  ίn  the  hαι1  οf  the  CΙυb.  Αnd  Sο  ChrίstορhΗοS  Ιeft  the
Refοrm  CΙυb  αιοng  wίth  hίs  cίrcιe  οf  ίntίmαtes.   Ιn  fαct,   he
defίnίtely brοΚe αwαy frοm the Οrthοdοχ chυrch αs weΙΙ.

Μetα1ΙίnοS, hοweνer, stαyed οn fοr twο mοre yeαrs, ρreαchίng
the Wοrd οf Gοd tο ναrίουs Οrthοdοχ cοngregαtίοnS.  Ηe wαs
hορίng thαt by hίs ρersίstence αnd hίs ραtίence he wΟυιd sυcceed
ίn cοmmυnicαtίng tο sοme οf the mοre ρίουs sουιs thοse eΙementS
οf the trυth thαt cου1d Ιαter becοme the seedS οf the refοrmαtίοn
οf the chυrch frοm wίthίn.

ΗΟweνer,  hίs  greαt  desίre  for  sυch  α  reformαtίοn  dίd  nοt
mαterία1ίze.  ΜetαιιίnοS'S  reα1  dίsαgreement  wίth  the  Οrthοdοχ
chυrch wαs thαt he wαs ``nοt αnοwed tο ρreαch freely αbουt the
greαt centrαι trυth οf the gοsρel οf Sαιναtίοn by grαce."

Ηίs  cοnstαnt  ρreαchίng  αbΟυt  the  ρerson  αnd  the  worΚ  οf
Chrίst, αιοng wίth hίs sίιence αbουt the νίrgίn Μαry αnd αbΟυt
ναrίουs  trαdίtίοns,  creαted  sυsρίcίοn  thαt  Μetαιιίnοs  dίd  nοt
beΙίeνe ίn the νίrgίn Μαry αnd ίn the trαdίtίοnS οf the chυrch. Ιn
fαct,  when he  begαn tο  feeΙ  the  eαrΙy Symρtοms  οf α  nerνουs
cοndίtίοn Sοmetίme αrουnd 1918, α rυmor wαs cίrcυιαted thαt the
νίrgίn  Μαry  hαd  strυcΚ hίm  dοwn wίth ίιιness  becαυse  of hίs
υnbeΙίef. Τhυs the bοnds between Μetα1ΙίnοS αnd the Οrthοdοχ
chυrch were αιmost entίreΙy dίssο1νed.

Τhe deΗnίte breακ cαme when ΜetαιιίnοS, οn α chαnce νίsίt tο
the  Μοnαstery  οf  ΡenteΙe,  cαme  αcrοsS  α  resίdent  mοnΚ  whο
ίmmedίαteΙy υροn meetίng hίm bυrst Ουt enthυsίαstίcαιιy, ``γου
wοnderfυ1 SermοnS brουght me here,  Μr.  Μetαιιίnοs.  Ιt ίs be-
cαυse οf yου thαt Ι entered the mοnαstery."

'`Ηοw abουt thαt! Αm Ι ρreαching ίn οrder tο send men tο the
monαstery?" he eχcΙαίmed tο hίmseΙf .

Ιt wαs αt thαt mοment thαt Μetαuίnοs decίded tο ρυt the new
wίne ίntο new wίnesΚίns.

Τhe Fίrst FΟυndαtίοns
Ιt wαs αn eνenίng eαrΙy ίn 1919. Μetαι1ίnοs jρίned hίs grουρ οf

Ηνe frίends whο hαd begυn meetίng regυιαrΙy αt 49 ΗerαcΙeίdοn
Street, the hοme οf ]οhn Demορουιοs αnd the regυιαr ρ1αce fοr
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theίr gαtherίngs frοm 1916 tο 1928.
Ιn the begίnnίng theίr meetίngs were heΙd οnce α weeΚ.  Τhe

sermοns ρreαched were sίmρΙe ίn fom bυt trυ1y dynαmίc.  Τhe
Ιeαder wουιd reαd frοm the Wοrd οf Gοd αnd then eχρΙαίn the
bαsίc ρrίncίριes οf Chrίstίαn fαίth αnd me. Τhey wουιd cοncΙυde
by recίtίng tοgether the Lοrd's Ρrαyer.

Βυt αt thίs meetίng, Μetαιιίnos sυggested to the smαιι cίrcιe thαt
they shουιd gίνe thαnΚs tο the Lοrd by νοcαι ίndίνίdυαι ρrαyers
rαther thαn by the cυstοmαry fοmαι recίtαtίοn.  `'Μy brοthers,
why dοn't we αιι ρrαy αιουd tο the Lοrd tοnίght αnd αsΚ fοr Ηίs
bΙeSsίng υροn υs?" sαίd Μetαιιίnοs.

Wίthουt αny hesίtαtίοn they αιι ΚneΙt dοwn.  Εαch ίn hίs tυrn
gανe thαnΚs fοr the SαcrίΗce οn the crοSs, fοr the fοrgίνeneSs οf
sίnS, fοr the sαιναtίοn οf hίs Sουι, fοr the Ιίght οf the gοsρeΙ thαt
hαd mυmίnαted hίs sρίrίt.  Εαch one ρrαyed fοr deeρer sρίrίtυαι
Κnowιedge αnd fοr αn αbυndαnt frυίtfυιness ίn the wοrΚ οf the
Lοrd.

When  they  were  thrουgh,  they  got  υρ  frοm  theίr  Κnees
enrαρtυred ονer thίs heaνenΙy eχρerίence αnd Sαίd tο οne αnοth-
er,  ``Τhαt  wαs  jυst  whαt  wαs  ΙαcΚίng!  ΊΊ`αt  wαs  jυst  whαt  we
needed!"  Αnd  fοr ΜetαmnοS thαt eνenίng wαs αn οccαsίοn οf
hίstorίc ίmροrt. Ηe wrοte Ιαter:

When fοr the fίrst tίme we ρrαyed tοgether αt 49 ΗerαcΙeίdοn
Street,   ουr  enthυsίαsm  wαs  ίndescrίbαbΙe.   Τhαt  eνenίng,
aΙtοgether υnΚnοwn tο υs, Gοd wαs Ιαyίng the fουndαdοn fοr
ουr chυrch.

Sο the chυrch tοοΚ fοrm ίn the cοnscίουsneSS οf the grουρ by
meαns οf νοcαι ρrαyerS. Βυt ίt wαs deΗniteΙy estαbΙiShed wίth the
οbserναnce οf the Lοrd's Sυρρer.

Ιt wαs οn Τhυrsdαy οf ΗοΙy WeeΚ ίn 1919 thαt the members οf
the smαιι chυrch feΙt the deSίre tο sίt tοgether αrουnd the ΤαbΙe οf
the Lοrd fοr the fίrst tίme.  Τhey hαd οften reαd ίn the gοSρeΙs
these  wοrds  οf  ουr  Lοrd:  ``Where  twο  οr  three  αre  gαthered
together ίn my ήαme, there αm Ι ίn the mίdst of them" (Μαtthew
18:20).  Βαsίng  themseΙνes  fίrmΙy  οn  thίs  fαίthfυι  ρrοmίse,  they
beΙίeνed thαt the Lord Τesυs wαs ρresent ίn theίr mίdst αnd thαt
Ηe wουιd be ρΙeαsed ίndeed tο see them ceΙebrαte the sαcred ΗοΙy
Sυρρer ίn remembrαnce οf Ηίs deαth.
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Α hymn hαd been wrίtten for thίs sρecίαι Οccαsίοn. Ιt wαs Ιαter
ίnSerted αnd mαrΚed wίth ίnΚ ίn the nrSt hymnbοοΚ οf the yουng
chυrch,  α  tweΙνe-ραge bοοΚΙet  wίth  ten hymns  thαt hαd been
wrίtten ίn by hαnd.

Frοm  then  οn  the  newly-eStαbΙίshed  ΙίttΙe  chυrch  fοrmαuy
αdΟρted  the LΟrd'S  Sυρρer αs  α  ραrt οf ίts  serνίce  οf wοrshίρ
eνery Sυndαy.

Wίth the Ιίght οf Scrίρtυre αs ίts gυίde, the ΙίttΙe chυrch αt the
νery begίnnίng tΟοΚ two bαsίc ρrίncίριes αs the fουndαtίοn οf ίts
ρreαchίng: Fίrst, fαίth ίn the ρersοn αnd worΚ οf Chrίst ίs the sΟΙe
αnd sυΗcίent meαns fοr the sαιναtίοn οf the sίnner; αnd Second,
trαdίtίοns οf the chυrch thαt cΙαshed wίth the cιeαr decΙαrαtίοn οf
Scrίρtυre mυst be rejected αs ρemίcίουs snαres οf the sουι.

Frοm the νery begίnnίng Μetαuίnοs Ιαίd greαt stress υροn the
meαnίng αnd cοntent οf fαίth.  mS ίntent wαs tο shοw thαt the
ρresent-dαyΟrthodΟχbeΙίeνerdoesnotαρρrecίαteοrenjοyGοd's
ρrοmίses becαυse the cοntent of hίs fαίth ίs dίΗerent from thαt
whίch Gοd reqυίres ίn the Scrίρtυres. SρecίΗcαιιy, Gοd cαnS fοr α
fαίth thαt hαs, αs ίtS bαsίc cοntent, cοmρΙete cοnΗdence ίn bίbΙίcαι
trυth αnd α reαdy οbedίence tο ίt, whereαs the Οrthοdοχ beΙίeνer
ίs tαυght tο hανe cοnΗdence ίn the dοgmαs οf the chυrch cουncίιs
αnd tο οbey the trαdίtίοns οf the chυrch.

When the cοntent οf fαίth ίs nοt thαt whίch Gοd reqυίreS οr
demαnds,  then  fαίth  does  nοt  ίnstίιι  ίn  mαn's  heαrt  the
certαίnty  αnd  the  jοy  οf  hίs  sαιναtίοn.  ΟnΙy  α  cοmρΙete,
ρerfect  fαίth  cαn  receίνe  the  fυιιness  of  the  ρromίse.  Τhe
gοsρeΙ does nοt Ιeανe the belίeνer ίn the thrοes οf υncertαίn-
ty,  bυt  rαther  υrges  hίm  tο  rejοίce-`'rejοίce  ίn  the  Lοrd
αιwαys."  Αfter  αι1,  thαt  ίs  why  ίt  ίs  cαιιed  the  gοsρeΙ,  the
``gΟοd news," becαυse ίt ίs α bοοΚ wίth α messαge of jοy.

Μetαιιίnοs eχρ1αίned  thίs jοy ονer οne's sαιναtίοn ίn hίs  Ser-
mοns wίth chαrmίng, Ιίνe ίιιυstrαtίοns from eνerydαy 1ίfe:

'`Τell  me,  Geοrgίe,  οΙd  bοy,  Ι  See  thαt  yου  αre  υnυsυαιιy

hαρρy. Whαt'S hαρρened? Dίd yου by αny chαnce wίn ίn the
Ιοttery?„

'`Νο, Ι dίdn't wίn ίn αny Ιοttery."
tίwhy then αre yου sο hαρρy?"
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``Ι αm hαρρy becαυse Ι hανe Sαιναtίοn ίn Chrίst. Ι αm hαρρy

becαυse Ι hανe tακen the Sανίοr ίntο my heαrt, becαυse Ι hανe
fουnd  the  meαnίng  οf  Ιίfe,  becαυse  nοw  Ι  αm  υnder  the
eνerΙαstίng ρrοtectίοn οf the Sοn οf Gοd Whο dίed fοr me.
Τhαt'S  why  Ι  αm  hαρρy,  αnd  thίs  jοy  οf  mίne  wm  neνer
deραrt, becαυse ίt dοesn't deρend οn the thίngs οf thίs wοrΙd.
ΒΙeSsed be the nαme οf the Lοrd!„

Μetαιιίnοs wουιd emρhαtίcαιιy wαm hίs heαrers,

Βe cαrefυι nοt tο ρυt yουr cοnΗdence ίn yουrseΙf αnd sαy, ``Ι
hανe neνer been sent tο jαίι; Ι αm α gοοd mαn; Ι αm resρected
ίn the cοmmυnity; Ι hανe ρerfοrmed mαny gοοd deedS." Ο
mαn, αιι these αre αbsΟΙυteΙy nothίng. Τhey mereΙy serνe tο
bΙίnd yου tο yουr reαι need. Τhe οnly thίng thαt hαs αny reαι
wοrth ίs the crοss οf Chrίst, the bΙοοd whίch wαs shed fοr
yΌυr sίns; thαt αιοne hαs ρόwer. Αs the αροstΙe Ραυι teΙΙs υs,
the Fαther mαde υs wοrthy [CοΙοssίαns 1:12]. Τhαt ίs, Ηe hαs
mαde ίt ροsSίbΙe for υs whο αre Sίnners tο be ραrtακerS οf the
ίnherίtαnce οf the Sαίnts ίn Ηght thrουgh fαίth.

Τhe οnΙy meαns οf sαιναtίοn thαt remαίns fοr the Sίnner ίs fοr
hίm tο renουnce cοmρΙeteΙy the mυsοry nοtίοn οf αny mοrα1
worth of hίs οwn αnd tο tυrn ίnsteαd tο the redemρtίνe wοrΚ
οf Chrίst αnd tο beΙieνe ίn ίt wίth αιι hiS heαrt; thαt ίs, tο rest
υροn ίt, tο rejοίce ίn ίt, αnd tο ρrαίse the Lοrd fοr ίt.

Frοm the νery begίnnίng οf hίs ρυbΙίc mίnίstry, Μetα1ΙίnοS wαs
nοt Sο zeαιουs tο eχαmίne οr crίtίcίze the dοctrίneS οf the mοdem
Οrthοdοχ chυrch αs tο ρreSent the ροSίtίνe  sίde οf eναngeΙicαι
trυth.

Fοr  Μetαι1ίnοs,   ``Ι  beΙίeνe"  meαnt  ``Ι  αcceρt  wίth  cοmρΙete
cοnfίdence eνery wοrd αnd eνery grαce thαt Gοd οΗerS thrουgh
}esυs Chrίst."  Ηe υsed α ναrίety οf ίιιυstrαtίοns tο eχρΙαίn hοw
fαίth ορerαteS.  Sοmetίmes he wουιd Ιίκen fαίth tο the rορe thαt
rαίses  the sίnner frοm the  deeρ ρίt οf desραίr;  sοmetίmes tο α
'`grαft" thαt trαnsfοrms the wίιd, υntαmed nαtυre οf mαn ίntο α
υsefυι,  SυcceSsfυ1 Ιίfe wίth αn etemαι destίny; αt οther tίmeS tο
the Ιίfe-ρreserνer thαt ίs seίzed by the mαn whο ίs αbουt tο drοwn
ίn the οceαn οf dαrΚ αnd dίsmαι cίrcυmstαnces; αnd αgαίn tο the
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αίrρ1αne thαt 1ίftS the reρentαnt sίnner υρ tο the Ιοfty heίghts οf
Gοd's greαt desίgn fοr hίs 1ίfe. Βυt mοst οften he wουιd Sρeακ οf
fαίth αs the οnΙy meαnS thαt cαn gίνe the sίnner α gοοd stαndίng ίn
the ρreSence Οf Gοd. Ηe wrοte,

Cοntrαry tο the egοtίstίcα1 ορίnίοn οf men thαt οne gets rίght
wίth God, thαt οne hαs α gοοd Stαndίng ίn the sίght οf Gοd,
by meαns οf wοrΚs, the ρΙαn bοm οf the Ιονe αnd grαce οf
Gοd reνeα1S tο mαnΚίnd thrουgh the Νew ΤeStαment thαt thίs
blessed  recοncίιίαtίοn,   thίs  mαrνelουs  ``ρυttίng  thίngS  tο
rίght," thίs jυsΗfίcαtίοn, ίs αttαίned by sίnfυι mαn thrουgh α
meαnS thαt ίs mοst sίmρΙe fοr hίm αnd reαdίιy αccesSίbΙe tο
αιι: sίmρΙe fαίth ίn Chrίst, αnd thαt α1one. Τhe gοsρeΙ οf Chrίst
decΙαres thαt ``fαίth" grαnts υs freeΙy the bΙessed jυstίfίcαtίοn
υροn whίch eνerythίng deΡends.

Fαίth αιsο ίs the mοrαιe, the Sρίrίt οf νίctοry αnd trίυmρh ίn the
Ιίfe οf the Chrίstίαn.

Τhe Lοrd wαntS Ηίs οwn tο be mαsters ονer cίrcυmstαnces, tο
eχercίse αυthοrίty, tο reίgn, tο be ονercοmers αgαίnst eνery
ροwer οf the enemy. Τhe Lοrd wαnts υs tο Sίt οn α thrοne
becαυse Ηe hαs mαde υs ΚίngS.  Τhίs meαnS thαt we shου1d
Ιίνe wίth αn ονercοmίng fαίth; thαt ίs, wίth mαstery ονer ουr
cίrcυmstαnces, ονer sίn, ονer the ροwer οf the enemy, ονer
sυfferίng-αιι thίs becαυse  we αre  υnited by  fαίth wίth the
Sονereίgn αnd trίυmρhαnt Lord.

Μetαιιίnοs tαυght, then, thαt fαίth mαnίfests ίtseΙf ρreemίnently
ίn three wαyS: Ιt ίs the οnly meαns οf sα1ναtίοn thrουgh Chrίst, the
onΙy cοndίtίοn fοr the fυιfί11ment οf the ρrοmίseS οf Gοd ίn ουr
1ίνeS, αnd the οnly chαnnel οf ροwer αnd νίctοry ίn Chrίst.

Τhe Wοrd οf Gοd αnd Τhe Τrαdίtίοns
Τhe  sο-cαιιed  ``Οrαι  Τrαdίtίοns"  were  the  Secοnd  ίmροrtαnt

mαtter thαt receίνed the αttentίοn οf the yουng chυrch frοm ίts
ίnceρtίοn. Τhe trυth cοncemίng the sαιναtίοn οf mαn ίs cοntαίned
sυΗίcίentΙy  fυιι  αnd  cοmρΙete  ίn  the  ΗοΙy  Scrίρtυres.  Frοm the
begίnnίng,   thίs  wαs  bαsίc  ίn  the  teαchίng  αnd  ρreαchίng  οf
Μetα1ΙίnοS.
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Ηere αre hίs αnSwerS tο the αrgυmentS οf the Οrthοdοχ chυrch,
whίch hαs sο οbStίnαteΙy cΙυng tο the ναιίdίty αnd αυthοrίty οf ίts
οrαι trαdίtίοnS: ννheneνer α Chrίstίαn trυth ίs fουnd bοth ίn the
ΒίbΙe  αnd  ίn  οrα1  trαdίtίοn,  then  the  αυthοrίty  οf  the  ΒίbΙe  ίs
υnqυeStίοnαbΙy  sυΗίcίent.  We  hανe  αbsοΙυteΙy nο  need  fοr  the
Sυρροrt οf trαditίοn.

Οf αιι the trαdίtίοns, nοne trουbΙed Μetαιιίnοs mοre οr receίνed
more οf hίs αttentίοn thαn the teαchίng thαt α mαn mυst confess
hίs sίnS, nοt dίrectΙy tο Gοd, bυt tο the ρrίeSt. Frοm the tίme hίs
confessor hαd drίνen hίm αwαy, the qυestίοn ``Ι wonder jυst hοw
Gοd dοes fοrgίνe sίnS" begαn tο trουbΙe hίs cοnScίence. ΑΙthουgh
he hαd ίmmedίαteΙy tακen steρs tο Ηnd αnοther cοnfessοr, αt the
sαme tίme hίs ίnterest hαd been αrουsed, αnd he set ουt to mακe α
dΗίgent seαrch ίn the ΒίbΙe for Some Ιίght on thίs crυcίαι sυbject.
Whαt he fουnd ίmροssίbΙe tο eχρΙαίn wαs the cοmρΙete sΗence of
the Νew Τestαment concemίng the ρrίest's ραrtίcίραtίοn ίn the
fοrgίνene.ss of sίns.

Ηίs ρerρΙeχίty wαs twοfοΙd: Why dοes the ρrίest αcceρt confes-
sίοns αnd fοrgίνe  SίnS,  whereαs the αροstΙes themseΙνes neνer
``confessed" or remίtted the sίns of αny sίnner bυt eνen refυsed to
receίνe αny  fοrmαι cοnfeSSίοn οf thίs tyρe?  Ηe wαs Ιed tο the
cοnclυsίοn  thαt  the  ρresent-dαy  dogmα  thαt  gίνes  the  ρrίeSt
αυthοrίty tο receίνe α mαn's cοnfessίοn ίs nοt οf αροstοΙίc οrίgίn,
becαυse ίt wαs α dοgmα entίreΙy υnΚnοwn ίn the αροstοΙίc chυrch.

When he dίscυssed the sυbject wίth αn edυcαted member of the
cιergy,  the  1αtter remίnded hίm  οf ουr Lοrd'S wοrds,  ``Whοse
soeνer sίns ye remίt,  they αre remίtted υntο them;  αnd whose
sοeνer  Sίns ye  retαίn,  they αre  retαίned"  υοhn 20:23).  Αnd he
went  οn  tο  eχρΙαίn  thαt  ουr Lοrd  SροΚe  thοse  wοrds  tο  the
αροstΙeS, thαt the αροstΙes Ιeft the ρrίests αs theίr sυcceSsοrs, αnd
thαt  cοnseqυently  the  ρrίests,  ίn  αccοrdαnce  wίth  the  Lοrd's
commαnd, ροssess the αυthorίty to fοrgίνe οr retαίn men's sίns.

ΑΙthουgh the cιerίc's sylΙοgίsm sουnded sίmρ1e, ίt αρρeαred tο
Μetαιιίnοs thαt ίts ναudαtίοn wΟυιd be dίfΗcυιt. For ίf the Lοrd dίd
ίndeed by thίs cοmmαnd endοw the αροstΙes wίth the ροwer tο
fοrgίνe sίns,  why dίd they nοt αct αccοrdίng tο ίt? Why dίdn't
they  mακe  αny  υse  οf  thίs  ρrerοgαtίνe  themselνes  ίnsteαd  οf
teΙΙίng  ρeορΙe  tο  gο  dίrectΙy  tο  Gοd  tο  cοnfeSS  theίr  sίns?  Τhίs
reαsοnίng Ιed Μetαιιίnοs tο the cοncΙυsίοn thαt the αροstΙeS hαd
certαίnΙy nοt ίnterρreted the wοrds οf the Lοrd ίn the mαnner thαt
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hίs clerίcα1 frίend ίnterρreted them.
ΗiS Secοnd ρerρΙeχίty wαs, ίf ίt ίs trυe thαt Gοd dοes nοt fοrgίνe

Sίns  eχceρt  when  the  ρrίest  medίαtes,  why  then  dίdn't  the
αροstΙes,  dίνίneΙy ίnSρίred αs they were,  αdd Sίχ mοre wοrdS tο
theίr wrίtίngs (the wοrds ``thrουgh the medίαtίοn οf the ρrίest"),
Sίnce they were so eSsentίαι fοr fοrgίνeness? Μetα1Ιίnοs cοmment-
ed αs fΟΙΙΟws ίn hίs nοtes:

Ιt ίs αs thουgh sοmeοne ίs ίn dαnger οf dyίng, αnd the dοctοr
gίνes  hίm hα1f the  ρrescrίρtίοn (whίch dοeS  the ραtίent nο
gοοd  whαtsοeνer)  αnd  deΙίberαtely  negΙects  tο  αdd  α  few
mοre  wordS  cαιιίng  fοr  the  necessαry  ίngredίents  wίthουt
whίch the ραtίent wί1Ι dίe, οr αt 1eαst cαnnοt be cυred.

Ιt wαs αn estαblίshed hίstοrίcαι trυth, αs fαr αs Μetαιιίnοs wαs
concerned,  thαt the αncίent chυrch Κnew αbsοΙυtely nοthίng οf
αροstοΙίc trαdίtίοns thαt were Ιeft ουt οf the ScrίρtυreS, nοr dίd ίt
eνer υse the term ``trαdίtίοn" tο desίgnαte οrα1 teαchίngs essentίαι
tο mαn'S Sα1ναtίοn αnd yet nοt cοmmίtted tο wrίtίng.

Ιt ίs α cοmρΙete dίstοrtίοn of the trυth tο teαch, αs sοme dο, thαt
there eχist trαdίtίοns whίch, αιthουgh they αre nοt fουnd ίn the
sαcred  wrίtίngs,   mυst  be  cοnsίdered  οf  eqυα1  wοrth  αs  the
ScrίρtυreS οr, whαt ίs Stίιι wοrSe, eνen αbονe the Scrίρtυres.

Cουιd ίt eνer be ροssίbΙe thαt αn αιι-wίse Gοd wουιd ίncΙυde
ίn  the  Ο1d  Τestαment  wίth  sυch  metίcυ1ουs  detαίι  αιι  the
tyρes,  the ίnStrυctίοns,  αnd the SymbοΙS thαt Ηe dίd,  eνen
gοίng tο the eχteht οf gίνίng the recίρe fοr the ρreραrαtίοn οf
the ίncense, whίιe οn the οther hαnd Ιeανίng ουt οf the Νew
Τestαment essentίαι dοctrίneS  thαt hανe  tο  dο  wίth the  αι1-
ίmροrtαnt sυbject οf mαn'S Sαιναtίοn? Sυch α sυρροsίtίοn ίs
nοt οnly υtterΙy ίncοnceίναbΙe tο υs bυt ίs α1sο αn ίnSυιt tο the
wίsdΟm Οf Gοd.

Τhe ΙίttΙe chυrch hαd crystαιιίzed eαrΙy, ίn the Ιίght of Scrίρtυre,
cιeαr αnd defίnίte cοnνictίοns cοncernίng the fυndαmentαι dοc-
trίnes οf fαίth,  sαιναtίοn, αnd orαι trαdίtίοn.  Αnd αs fοr αιι οther
mαtterS, they went forwαrd wίth the αssυrαnce thαt, αccοrdίng tο
Ηίs  ρrοmίse,  the  Lord wουιd ρrοgressίνely Ιeαd them ``ίntο αιι
trυth.,,



WrestΙίng wίth
Sαtαn

``Gςα:::cye,dwΞίecinι:αοtάnάsn::Ξ:oti::ίΞ8mh;Ι:tαeΤsSΞα:;sι
career.,,

ΜetαninοS  begαn  the  `mοst  αgοnizίng  eχρerίence  οf  hίs  Ιίfe
αbουt α yeαr and α hα1t befοre he brοΚe αwαy from the Οrthοdοχ
chυrch. Αt thαt tίme, he hαd met fαce tο fαce ίn α νery reαι νίsίοn
wίth the αngeΙ οf dαrΚness, whο sροΚe tο hίm, mοcκed hίm wίth
1ουd,  sαrcαstίc Ιαυghter,  αnd threαtened tο Κί1Ι hίm.  Dυrίng the
ten yeαrs thαt fοΙΙοwed, Μetα1Ιίnοs hαd ρerίοdίc sρeΙΙs ίn whίch
he wου1d becοme α rαther ρecυιίαr ρersοn.

Ηe hίmSeΙf relαted οne drαmαtίc scene tο hίs cΙοSe frίends:

WhjΙe Ι wαs restίng οn my bed,  α SίcΚenίng demοnίc fοrm
sυddenΙy  αρρeαred  ορροsίte  me+α  fοrm  wίth α  sαrcαstίc,
1αυghίng eχρressίοn αnd threαtenίng eyes.  '`Ι'u Κίιι yΟυ,  Ι'u
Κiuyου,"hewαsshουtίngαtme.``LοοΚ!LοοΚ!Dοyουheαr?"
Ι sαίd ίn αmαzement tο my frίend, whο wαs then ίn my rοοm
fοr ρrαyer.  ``Ι See hίm, Ι see hίm tοο," my frίend αnswered,
αnd αdded, ``Dοn't be αfrαίd, Ηe wοn't bοther υs. Iesυs Chrίst
wοn't Ιet hίm bοther υs." Τhίs whοΙe ίncίdent Ιαsted α few
secοnds.

58
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Τhere were ναrίουs eχρΙαnαtίοns fοr thίs SυΗerίng, thίs ρerίοd
οf trίαι. Sοme Sαίd thαt Μetαιιίnοs SυΗered α nerνουs breακdοwn;
οtherS Sαίd he wαs beίng ρυnίshed by the νίrgίn Μαry αnd by the
sαίnts  becαυse  he  neνer  mentίοned  them  ίn  hίs  sermons;  stίι1
οthers Sαw ίn thίs tοmentίng eχρerίence the ίnterνentίοn οf Gοd
ίn οrder tο cιeαnse αnd ρreραre α ρrοSρectίνe wοrΚmαn οf ΗiS.

Ηe wαs stίιι ρreαchίng ίn the Οrthοdοχ chυrch when he begαn
tο feeΙ the fίrst dίsqυίetίng symρtοmS. Lοng ρerίοds οf sιeeρ1esS-
ness αccοmραnίed by nerνουs tensίοn αnd Seνere heαdαches Κeρt
weαrίng αwαy 1ίttΙe by ΙίttΙe the νίtαιίty of hίs body αnd hίs sρίrίt.
Ηe went tο οne dοctοr αfter αnοther.  Τheίr dίαgnοSίs:  ρhysίcαι
αnd mentαι ονerwοrΚ αnd eχhαυstίοn.

Αfter α seνere strυggΙe wίth hίmSeΙf he wαs αble tο tακe υρ hίs
ρreαchίng αnd hίs sρίrίtυαι αctίνίtίes αgαίn ίn thίs new cίrcιe, bυt
α1wαys αgαίnst the strοng ορροsίtίοn οf hίs nerνουs system. Τίme
αnd tίme αgαίn heαdαcheS wουιd render hίm αbSοΙυteΙy υseΙess,
αnd hίs eαrs wουιd ρουnd αs thουgh they were beίng strυcΚ by α
sιedgehαmmer.  Wίth  desρerαte  bυt  determίned  ρerseνerαnce,
Μetα11ίnοs  cοntίnυed  hίs  ρreαchίng  υntίι  1922,  when,  αs  he
hίmself 1αter nαrrαted,

Οne eνenίng Ι wαs teαchίng αbουt ουr Lοrd'S temρtαtίοnS. Ι
wαs eχρΙαίnίng αbουt the secοnd temρtαtίοn, when wίth the
sυddenneSs  οf  α  strοΚe  οf  Ιίghtenίng  Ι  wαs  seίzed  wίth
νertίgο, α dίzzίneSs dυe tο αn αcυte stοmαch υρset thαt fοrced
me tο qυίt rίght ίn the mίddle of the Ιesson. Ιt wαs sίχ months
befοre Ι wαs αbΙe tο stαrt teαchίng αgαίn.

Βυt eνen αfter sίχ mοnths hαd eΙαρsed, αιthουgh he stαrted the
Ιessοns  αgαίn,  he  wαs  tοο  weακ  tο  fυιmΙ  hίs  resροnsίbίιίtίes
αdeqυαteΙy οr tο gο thrουgh α fυιι dαy's ρrοgrαm.

Ηίs freqυent Ιαρses frοm αny sρίrίtυαι αctίνίty, hίs wίthdrαwαι
frοιn  Chrίstίαn  feΙΙοwshίρ  αnd  cοmραnίοnshίρ,  αnd  the ΙαcΚ οf
regυιαr ρrαyer were αιι οbνίουs sίgns οf new ίnner crίseS. Αfter he
strυggΙed hαrd fοr οne mοre yeαr he fίnαny ``Ιαίd dοwn hίs αrms"
becαυse,  αs  he  eχρΙαίned,  `'Μy  whοΙe  nerνουs  System  wουιd
shακe  αnd be  υnder greαt  strαίn sο thαt Ι wΟυιdn't be αbΙe  tο
Sρeακ, tο Stυdy, οr tο wrίte."

Οften,  when  he  wαs  ίn  the  cοmραny  οf  οther  ρeορΙe  αnd
esρecίαιιy when he heαrd sοme reΙίgίουs tορίc beίng dίscυsSed,
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he wου1d sυddenΙy 1eανe the grουρ αnd retίre tο hίs rοοm αnd
wΟυιd stαy there αιι αιοne.

ΝeνertheΙess,  eνery  tίme  οf  testίng  thαt  α  Chrίstίαn  hαs  tο
υndergο  mυst  Sοmetίme  cοme  tο  αn  end.  Ιn  the bοοΚ οf the
Reνelαtίοn, Gοd wαms the chυrch ίn Smyrnα thαt ίt ίs tο hανe
trίbυιαtίοn ten dαys, nοt mοre. RegαrdΙesS, οf whether ίt ίs tο be
ten dαys οr, αξ ίt wαs ίn Μetαιιίnοs's cαse, ten yeαrs, ίt hαs α tίme
Ιίmίt thαt Gοd ΗίmseΙf ρrescrίbes.

When the dαys of testίng drew tΟ α cΙΟse, God Ηnαι1y ίndίcαted
thαt Ηίs αρροίnted hουr hαd cοme fοr Μetαιιίnοs tο be reΙeαsed
frοm Sαtαn'S hαrαssment. Τhe reΙeαse dίd nοt tακe the fοrm οf α
Sυdden,  cοmρ1ete  cυre  fοr  hίm.  Ηe  cαιιed  ίt  α  ``Ιίberαtίοn."  Ιt
dίdn't  cοme  αbουt thrουgh  the  υse  οf αny  drυg thαt medίcαι
scίence  cουιd  sυρριy,  bυt  eχcΙυsίνeΙy  thrουgh  ρrαyer.  Ιt  hαρ-
Ρened αs fοΙΙοws:

Ιt  wαs  Tαnυαry  17,   1927,  α  Sυndαy.   Seνen  of  hίs  sρίrίtυαι
brethren cαme tο Μetαιιinοs'S hουse οn thαt αftemοοn fοr α tίme
οf ρrαyer. Τheίr sοΙe ρetitίοn wαs tο be ``the heαιίng οf Βrοther
Κοstαs." Αn eyewίtness descrίbed the ίmρressίνe scene:

Αs sοοn αs Μetαιιίnοs heαrd οf the ρυrροSe οf the νίsίt οf the
brethren,  he ίmmedίαteΙy Ιeft the rοοm.  Ηe dίdn't wαnt tο
heαr ρrαyer eνen mentίοned. ΝeνertheΙeSs the Seνen νίsίtοrs
ΚneΙt dοwn. Αfter they hαd ρrαyed ferνentΙy fοr twο hοus
Μetαιιίnos entered the rοοm αnd αsΚed wίth αstοnίshment,
``Μy brοthers, were yου by αny chαnce ρrαyίng fοr me? Ι feeΙ
α sense οf reΙίef. Τhe heανίness Ι feΙt ίn my brαίn ίs gοne. Ι nο
ΙΟnger heαr the ρουndίng αnd the rίngίng ίn my eαrs.  Μy
heαd ίs nοw cιeαr." Αnd υροn receίνίng αn αffίrmαtίνe reρ1y
frοm the brethren, he, tΟο, ΚneΙt wίth them. Τhey ίmmedίαte-
Ιy αnοίnted Κοstαs wίth οίι ίn the nαme οf the Lοrd.  Τhen
they cοntίnυed ρrαyίng fοr three  mοre hουrs.  When they
αrοse frοm theίr Κnees Μetαιιίnos's fαce wαs shίnίng.

Fοr the fίrst tίme ίn yeαrs, the Symρtοms ίn hίs nerνουs system
begαn tο αbαte.

Ιt tοοΚ αιmοst α mοnth fοr hίm tο Ηnd hίmseΙf οnce mοre, tο get
hίs ίnner beίng reαssembΙed, αs ίt were, αnd tΟ ο.rgαnίze hίs new
Ιίfe. Dυrίng thίs ρerίοd αιι hίs ρecυΗαr behανίοr cαme tο αn end.
LίttΙe  by  Ιίttle  ρrαyer becαme  α  neceSsαry  dαί1y  οccυραtίοn  fοr
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hίm. Ηίs ίnner wοrΙd wαs nοw αt ρeαce.
Αfter ΜetαιιίnοS hαd jουmeyed fοr ten yeαrs ίn the dreαdfυι

wndernesS  οf  temρtαtίοnS,  the  Lοrd  brουght  hίm  ουt  οf  the
Ορρressίοn ίnto the brΟαd αrenα οf the αbυndαnt 1ίfe. Ηe cαme ουt
cιeαnsed  αnd  mαde  whοΙe  αnd  reαdy  fοr hίs  ρυbΙίc wοrΚ.  Τhe
fοΙΙοwίng nοtαtίοn frοm hίs ρerSοnαι ραρerS Sουnds Ιίκe α trυm-
Ρet-cαιι οf νίctοry:

Μy cοmρ1ete deΙίνerαnce by the Son of God tοοΚ ρΙαce οn
Wednesdαy,  Febrυαry 9,  1927,  αt αbουt 7:30 Α.Μ., whΗe we
were reαdίng the αccουnt οf the rαίsίng οf Lαzαrυs. Ρrαίse be
tο ]esυs Chrίst, whο deΙίνered me frοm the ορρressίοn οf the
deνίι.

Ναtυrα11y the term ``ορρresSίοn οf the deνίι," whίch Μetαιιίnοs
υses here tο descrίbe hίs mneSS,  ίs  nοt tο be  fουnd ίn medίcα1
dίctίοnαrίes.  Ιf  α  contemροrαry  ρsychίαtrίst  stυdίed  hίs  symρ-
tοms,  hίs dίαgnοsίs might weΙΙ ίndίcαte the ρresence οf nerνουs
eχhαυstίοn, ροsSίbΙy ρsychοneυrοsίs. Ηe mίght α1sο try tο dίscον-
er the cοndίtίοns thαt brουght αbουt these dίsοrders.

Αs α scίentίst, he hαs eνery rίght tο dο thίs.  Βυt he dοes nοt
hανe the rίght tο eχcΙυde αrbίtrαrίιy, α ρrίοrί, sυρemαtυrα1 fαctοrs
αs cαραbΙe οf ρrοdυcίng these dίsοrders.

Τhe  scίentίst  wm  neνer  ρrονe  the  eχίstence  οf  the  deνίι  by
reSeαrch  ίn  hίs  Ιαbοrαtοry,  nοr  wίιι  the  sυrgeοn  eνer  fίnd  the
hυmαn sουι wίth hίs 1αncet. Τhe wοrΙd οf the sρίrίt αnd the reα1m
οf Chrίstίαn trυth hανe eνίdences αnd ρrοοfS thαt αre beyοnd the
reαch οf the senses αnd eνen of the Ιοgίcαι reαsοnίng οf mαn. Fαίth
αιοne ίs αbΙe tο see the ίnνίsίble thαt Ιίes beyοnd the νίsίbΙe αnd tο
dίscern the sρίrίtυαι trυthS bαcΚ οf ρhysίcαι ρhenοmenα.

Οne  sυch  sρίrίtυαι  trυth  wίthίn  the  frαmeworΚ  Οf  Chrίstίαn
reνeΙαtίοn reΙαtes tο the ίnνίsίble οnsΙαυghts οf Sαtαn, thαt mοrtαι
enemy οf mαn whοse αίm ίs tο destrοy bοth the sρίrίtυα1 αnd the
ρhysίcαι Ιίfe οf the beΙίeνer. Ιn thίs fίerce strυggΙe the οnΙy meαnS
thαt  αssυres  the  redέemed  ρersοn  οf  ρrοtectiοn  αnd  οf  fίnα1
νίctοry ίs the sρίrίtυα1 αrmοr οΗered by Gοd.

Τhe ΑrmΟr Οf God
Μetα1Ιίnοs  Ιeαmed  να1υαble  ΙessοnS  whίιe  he  wαs  ίn  mentα1

dίstress.  Ιn the begίnnίng he Κnew 1ίttΙe αbουt the ρersοn οf the
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deνίι,  αbουt  hίs behίnd-the-Scenes  ορerαtίοns,  αbουt the  greαt
Ροwer he ροssesses. Μetαιιίnοs went thrΟυgh α trυιy tοrmentίng
ρerίοd υntί1 he Ιeαmed whΟ ίt wαs wίth whοm he hαd tο deα1, αnd
hοw he Shουιd Ηght hίs enemy. Ηe hίmseΙf chαrαcterίzed ίt αs α
``seαrίng" ίn Sαtαn's fryίng ραn.

Νeίther he nοr the dοctοrs cουιd αrrίνe αt α cοrrect dίαgnοSίs οf
hίs condίtίοn. Ηe dίdn't Κnow whαt wαs reαιιy tακίng ρΙαce ίnsίde
οf hίm. Ιt wαs αs thουgh hίs reαsοnίng ροwer, hίs thουghts, αnd
hίs  memοry  were  αι1  tίed  υρ  ίn  α  hαrd  Κnot.  Ηe  feΙt  hίs  sρίrίt
engrοssed ίn  deeρ  dαrΚneSs,  αnd  hίs  Sουι wαs  Ιίκe  α bίrd  ίn α
nαrrοw cαge wίth nο ορροrtυnίty tο sρreαd ίts wίngs.

Feαr hαd engυιfed hίs whοΙe beίng+sρecίαιιy the feαr thαt his
heαιth wαs αbουt tο be cοmρΙetely brοΚen. ΑΙthουgh he wαs nοt
wοrΚίng, αnd there wαs nοthίng fυnctίοnαιιy wrοng wίth hίm, he
feΙt cοmρΙetely eχhαυsted.  Seνere heαdαches wουιd render hίm
wοrSe thαn υseΙeSS ρhySίcαιιy, αnd hίs ίnαbίnty tο ρreαch αnd hίs
dίstαste fοr stυdy αnd ρrαyer were cαυsίng hίm to wίther sρίhtυαι-
1y. Ηίs οnΙy hορe wαs tο grαsρ fίmΙy the ``Ιίfe-ρreserνer" οf the
ρrοmίses οf the Lοrd. Ιn ρerSοnαι nοtαtίοns he mαde dυrίng thαt
ρerίοd we fίnd the fοΙΙοwίng ρrαyer whίch, αs the wοrds ίndίcαte,
he wουιd οΗer αt mοments οf greαt need:

Ο my Gοd, grαnt thαt Ι mίght be deΙίνered frοm these deeΡ
wαters. Sανe me, Ο Lοrd my Redeemer, becαυse the wαterS
αre Ποοdίng ίntο my Sου1. Τhere ίs nο Ηrm grουnd οn whίch Ι
cαn stαnd.  Ι fίnd myseΙf ίn the deρths of the wαters αnd the
cυrrent ίs ονerwhelmίng me. Drαw neαr υntο me αnd sανe
my sου1. Ο Lοrd, heαr my ρrαyer αnd Ιet my cry cοme υntο
γου.

Ηίs  cry  dίd  ίndeed  reαch  the  Lοrd;  αnd  Ηe  nοw  ορened
Μetα1Ιίnοs'S eyeS sο thαt he mίght recοgnίze Sαtαn's Strαtαgem.

Μetαι1ίnοs's  fίrst  cοncΙυsίοn  wαs  thαt  hίs  crαfty  enemy  wαs
υsίng 1ίes ίn mακίng wαr αgαίnst hίm. Νοw thαt he wαs αwαre of
thίs he begαn tο αsΚ hίmseΙf qυestίοns:

Ηοw cαn ίt be thαt my trουbΙe wαs cαυsed by stυdyίng tοο
mυch (αs ρeορ1e υsed tο teΙ1 me αnd αs Ι cαme tο belίeνe),
when Gοd cοmmαnds υs tο stυdy Ηίs Wοrd ``dαy αnd nίght"
αnd  tο  ρrοcΙαίm  Ηίs  greαtnesS  cοntίnυα1Ιy?  Οr,  hοw  cαn
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Chrίstίαn feΙΙοwshίρ cαυse my brαίn tο becοme weαry when
Ηίs Wοrd recοmmends thαt Ι Shουιd nοt neglect αssembΙίng
wίth my brethren? Αnd αgαίn,  hοw cαn ρrαyer eχhαυst me
when Ι sense thαt commυnίοn wίth Gοd refresheS my Sρίrίt?

Ηe  reαιίzed  thαt  ίt  ίs  the  αίm  of  eνίι  SρίrίtS  tο  reρΙαce  ουr
thουghts wίth theίrs,  ουr jυdgment wίth theίrs,  ουr feαrs wίth
theίrs.

Μetαι1ίnοS cου1d nοw see the cαυse fοr hίs  sρίrίtυαι υρs αnd
dοwns.  Ηe  αιsο  dίscονered  the  rοοts  οf  hίs  feαrS  αnd  whαt
αρρeαred tο be the Ιοss οf hίs heα1th.

Βυt hοw cουι.d he fίght bαcΚ? Βy whαt meαns wαs he tο render
ροwerleSs the fίery dαrtS οf the eνίι οne? Τhe αnswer ίs, sίmρ1y by
ρυttίng οn the ``breαstρΙαte οf fαίth."

Τhe deνίι ίs ονercοme by ουr fαίth. Αgαίnst the hορeΙessness,
the feαr,  the cοwαrdίce he wΟυιd ίnstίιι ίn υs, we mυst rest
ουr  fαίth  ίn  ]eSυs  Chrίst,  α  fίrm  fαίth  thαt  wί11  dίsρeΙ  αnd
deStrοy  Sαtαn's  Strαtαgems  αnd  mακe  α  ΙαυghingstοcΚ  οf
them.  Τhe bαsίs αnd the cοntent οf ουr fαίth ίs the fίnίshed
wοrΚ οf Chrίst, the resυιt of Ηίs ρerfect οbedίence. Τhe Lord
Jesυs  reρeΙΙed  αιι  the  wίιes  αnd  αιι  the  οnS1αυghts  οf  the
enemy by beίng obedίent tο the Fαther eνen υntο deαth. Αnd
Chrίst's trίυmρh αgαίnst the deνίι becοmeS ουr trίυmρh αs
well wheneνer we, tΟο, αre obedίent tο the wίιι οf Gοd αnd
Κeeρ αbίdίng ίn Chrίst.  Ιn other wordS,  when we οbey the
wί1Ι  οf  God  we  αre  νίctοrίουs  ονer  the  deνίι;  when  we
dίsοbey, we αre ονercοme by the deνίι.

Μetαιιίnοs  nοw  cου1d  dίscern  mοre  cιeαrΙy  the  ναrίουs  αρ-
ρrοαches emρ1οyed by Sαtαn αs he cοnstαntly SeeΚs tο cοrrυρt
mαn's morαι αnd sρίrίtυαι Ιίfe. Ηe sαw hοw he tακes αdναntαge οf
cίrcυmStαnces;  hοw  he  defίιeS  the  heαrt;  hοw  he  deceίνes  the
cοnscίence; how he cοrrυρtS the ίmαέίnαtίοn; hοw he dίstοrtS the
mοtiνes fοr ουr αctίοnS; hοw he trαnsfοrms hίmself ίntο αn αngeΙ
οf 1ίght Sο thαt by the υse οf wοrds, οf ορίnίοns, οf feeΙίngs, αnd οf
deedS he mίght brίng αbουt hίs ίnfernαι schemeS ίn the dαίιy Ιίfe
Οf the Chrίstίαn.

Τhe αnSwer tο the enemy's mοst cυnnίng schemes ίs sίmρΙe:
]esυs Chrίst αnd the bΙοοd thαt wαs shed οn the crοsS.
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When Ι  stίιι  dίdn't  hανe  enουgh Ιίght  tο  Κnοw the  deνίι,  Ι
thουght thαt he Sαt ίn α cοrner wίth α hίdden rίne αnd αs sοοn
αs he  sαw α Chrίstίαn-Βοο77τ.J Ηe'd Ιet hίm hανe ίt.  Ι dίdn't
Κnοw thαt α Chrίstίαn'S cοnnectίοnS wίth the deνίι hανe the
fοrm οf α wreStlίng mαtch. Ιn wrestΙίng yου cοme fαce tο fαce
wίth yουr ορροnent; yου feeΙ hίs breαth αnd yΌυ're cοαted
wίth hίs Sweαt.

Μetα1ΙίnοS  ίs  sρeακίng  here  αbουt  the  Sweαt  οf  αgοny  thαt
Sοακed hίm dυrίng the nίghts he wαs ονercοme by dουbt αbουt
the  certαίnty  of hίs  sα1ναtίοn.  Cου1d  the  Chrίstίαn'S  ΙαcΚ οf jοy
meαn thαt he hαd Ιοst hίs sαιναtίοn? Cουιd the sυdden chαnges ίn
Sρίrίtυαι Ιίfe be sίgns οf shίρwrecΚ?

Lαter he sαίd,

Τhese qυestίοns οften Κeρt me αwακe αnd ίn sυch αgοny thαt
my b.ed wαs sοακed wίth Sweαt. Gοd ορened my eyes when Ι
reαd αn αρρrορrίαte ρhrαse by the Swίss theοΙοgίαn Frederic
Gοdet, ίn whίch he stαted wίth certαίnty thαt ίf ουr ``wανes"
gο υρ αnd dοwn, sαιναtίοn neνertheΙess remαίns sο1ίd, trυe,
αnd υnmοναble, 1ίκe the Ιίghthουse οn the shοre. Fοr me this
wαs ροwerfυ1, cοmfοrtίng, redeemίng. Ι tοοΚ hοΙd οf ίt αnd
becαme cα1m.

we mυst υnderstαnd, οf cουrse, thαt we cαnnοt wίn α decίsίνe
νίctοry ονer the deνίι wίthουt α Κnowιedge οf the ScrίρtυreS. ``Ιt ίs
wrίtten" ίs whαt crυshes Sαtαn. Αnd Μetαuίnοs's οwn eχρerίence
αmρ1y  νerίfίed  thίs.  Τhe  fαct  thαt  he  hαd  tακen  tίme  ίn  eαrlίer
yeαrS  tο memοrίze ρrαctίcα11y the whο1e οf the Νew Τestαment
wαs  οf  ίncα1cυιαbΙe  heΙρ  tο  hίm  dυrίng  the  dαrΚ  dαys  οf  hίs
temρtαtίοn. Το the sυggestίοns αnd ίnsίnυαtίοns οf the eνίι sρίrίts
he cΟυ1d reαdίιy reρΙy wίth the certαίntίes οf the Wοrd οf Gοd. Fοr
the feαrs αnd the ρerρΙeχίtίes οf hίs οwn Sου1 he hαd αn αntίdοte
ίn  the  wrίtten  ρrοmίses  οf  the  Lοrd.  Αnd  here  we  see  the
ίmροrtαnce   of  fαίth  ίn  the  ίnsρίrαtίοn  of  the   Βίble;   thαt  ίs,
cοmρΙete αssυrαnce  thαt the  wrίtten Wοrd αnd the  ρrοmίses ίt
cοntαίns  cαme  frοm  the  mουth  οf  the  Lοrd  Ηίmself .  We  cαn
ίdentίfy the Wοrd wίth the ρersοn. Τhe enemy οf ουr sου1s, οn
the οther hαnd, αchίeνes α sίgnίfίcαnt trίυmρh when he sυcceeds
ίn ίnstilΙίng dίsbelίef ίn the ίnsρίrαtίοn οf the ScrίρtυreS.
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Dίsbelίef ρenαιίzes υs νery seνereΙy ίndeed. Ιt deρrίνes υs οf
the bΙessίngs of Gοd. Τhere were mαny wίdows ίn the dαys of
mjαh, bυt υntο nοne wαs he sent eχceρt tο the wίdοw αt
Sαreρtα  ίn  the  Ιαnd  οf  Sίdοn.  Τhere  were  mαny  Ιeρers  ίn
ΙsrαeΙ, αnd yet nοne wαs cιeαnsed eχceρt Νααmαn. Αnd tοdαy
αs weΙΙ, ``whο ίs the νίctor bυt he who beΙίeνes?"

Wheneνer the enemy wαs υnsυccessfυ1 ίn α frοntαι αssαυιt, he
wου1d resοrt tο α nαnΚ αttαcΚ. Α SυbtΙe trίcΚ thαt Sαtαn υsed ίn hίs
ρΙαn tο corrυρt Μetαιιίnos's sουι wαs tο temρt hίm to yίeΙd tο
wοrΙdΙy αmbίtίοn αnd becοme cοnceίted.``γου hανe α Κnοwιedge οf the trυth, Κοstαs.  Gοd hαs mαde
Stαrtlίng  reνeΙαtίοnS  tο  yου.  γου  hανe  α  dοctοr'S  degree  ίn
mαthemαtίcs.  γου  hο1d  α  hίgh  gονemment  ροSίtίοn.  γου  αre
reαιιy Sοmebοdy, Κοstαs. γου mυst hοΙd yουrseΙf wαy αbονe αιι
these οtherS. γου shουιd αssυme αn αίr οf ίmροrtαnce becαυse οf
whο yου αre αnd becαυse οf α1Ι yουr αccοmρΙίshments."

Τhαt  Μetα1Ιίnοs  Ιeαmed  the  rίght  wαy  to  reαct  αgαίnst  sυch
sυggeStίοns  ίs  reνeαιed  ίn  nοteS  thαt  he  wrοte  tο  hίmseΙf  fοr
occαsίοns 1ίκe these.

γου  αre  nοthίng,  Κοstαs.  γουr  egο,  yουr  ρersοnαιity-
whαteνer ίts wοrth mαy be+hαs been crυcίΗed by Gοd. Sο
αnythουghtyουmαyhανeοfyουrοwnwοrthίnesS,αnyρrίde
yου mαy feel ίn yουr egο, ίs υnder cοndemnαtίοn οn the crοss
οf Chrίst. Dοn't eνer sαy αnythίng, dοn't eνer dο αnythίng tο
eΙeύαte yουrseΙf ίn the esteem οf οthers, tο try tο get men tο
αdmίre  yΟυ  αnd  tΟ  ρrαίse yου.  Ιt ίs  Chrίst thαt they mυst
αdmίre;  ίt  ίs  Ηίs  wοrΚ  thαt  they  mυst  ρrαίse.  Αs  fοr  yου,
Κοstαs, yΟυ αre α sίnfυι creαtυre, negαtίνe, wοrthy of deαth.
γου cαn't dο αnythίng αt αιι by yουrseΙf. Don't fοrget, Κοstαs,
thαt yου αre nοt the νίne; yου αre mereΙy οne οf the brαnches,
αnd αs α brαnch yου hανe nο ροwer whαteνer tο beαr frυίt οf
yΌυrSeΙf. Αny frυίt thαt mαy resυιt cοmes frοm the heανenΙy
νίne; thαt ίs, frο'm the rίsen Chrίst.

CιeαnSe me, Ο Lοrd, frοm ναίngΙοry αnd frοm thέ deSίre tο
gαίn ρορυιαrίty, fοr they αre enemίes thαt wουιd cοntαmίnαte
my sου1 αnd cοmρrοmίse αnd weακen the mίnίstry οf the
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gοsρeΙ.  ΒΙοt me ουt, Fαther,  sο thαt mαn mαy nο Ιοnger be
cοnscίουs οf me, αnd mαgnίfy γουr Sοn wίth the gΙοry thαt ίs
jυstΙy  Ηίs.  DeStrοy  αnd  brίng  tο  nαυght  eνery  αttemΡt  Οf
Sαtαn tο αscrίbe ρrαίse αnd gΙΟry tο me. νeίι me frοm the eyes
οf the heαrers, sο thαt γουr οnly begοtten Sοn mαy be mαde
mαnίfest ίn theίr heαrts; fοr υntο Ηίm αιοne beΙοngs αιι the
ρrαίse αnd the g1ory.

Sαtαn's  αttαcΚs  Sοmetίmes  tοοΚ  the  fοrm  οf αccυsαtίοns  αnd
crίtίcίsmS.  Μetα1Ιίnοs's heαrt wαs οften trουbΙed, bυt wheneνer
he heαrd αn αccυsίng αnd crίtίcίzίng νοίce wίthίn hίm, he ίmmedί-
αteΙy met ίt heαd-οn wίth the fοΙΙοwίng ρrαyer:

Ο Lοrd, ίf the reρrοοf Ι Sense wίthίn me cοmeS from γου, Ι
ρrαy  thαt  γου  wίιι  fοrgίνe  me  αnd  cιeαnSe  me  wίth  γουr
bΙοοd. Βυt ίf the reρrοοf cοmes frοm the enemy, Ι ρray thαt
γου wm strοngΙy rebυκe hίm αnd reνeαι υntο me the reαι
sΟυrce  οf these  fαιse  αccυsαtίοns.  Αnd  αbΟνe  αιι grαnt me
γουr ρeαce.

Τhυs eνery ρίtfαιι becαme α Ιessοn. Τhrουgh hίs eχρerίences ίn
the SchοοΙ οf temρtαtίοn, Μetαι1ίnοs Ιeαmed αbουt Sαtαn αnd hίs
methοds  αnd  αt the  sαme  tίme  stυdίed the  αrt of wαgίng war
α8αίnst hίm.

Ηe  fουnd  eαrnest  ρrαyer  αnd  the  stυdy  οf the  Wοrd  to  be
αbsοΙυteΙy eSsentίαι fοr νίctοrίουs Ιίνίng.

Ηe wουιd entreαt the ΑΙmίghty tο breακ eνery bαnd by whίch
the deνίι hαd shαcΚΙed hίs body αnd hίs sρίrίt,  tο shαtter eνery
sαtαnίc trαρ, tο rαze tο the grουnd eνery fοrtresS οf the enemy, tο
demοΙίsh  α11  hίs  hίgh  ρΙαces,  tο  cαυse  the  demοns  whο  were
αrrαyed  ίn  front  οf  hίm  tο  dίsαρρeαr  1ίκe  α  cΙουd  of  smοΚe.
Μetαιιίnοs αsΚed Gοd tο αm hίm wίth the ροwer οf Ηίs ρrecίουs
bΙοοd αnd wίth trίυmρhαnt fαίth, αnd tο mακe hίm becοme Ιίκe α
nαme οf fίre befοre the αttαcΚs οf Sαtαn.

]esυs Chrίst ίs the οne whο deStrοys the wοrΚS οf the deνί1 ίn
the bοdy αs welΙ αs ίn the sρίrίt, αnd Ηe brίngS heαιing fοr
eνery mαιαdy αnd eνery sίcΚness.  Βυt fαίth ίn Ηίm ίs αbSο-
ΙυteΙy essentίαι to brίng thίs αbουt;  thαt ίs,  αn αcΚnοwιedg-
ment thαt Ηe ίs αbΙe tο ρerfοrm sυch mίrαcΙes. Wίthουt fαίth
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yου cαn't drαw υροn the resουrces οf the οmnίροtence οf the
Lοrd. Βe nοt feαrfυι; οnΙy belίeνe.

FΟΙΙοwίng the  dίνίne ίnterνentίοn ίn the reStοrίng οf Μetαιιί-
nοs'S heαιth, the ρrοmίseS οf the Lοrd becαme fοr hίm the mοst
νίtαι  reαιίtίes  ίn  hίs  Ιίfe,  α  fίrm  fουndαtίοn  on  whίch  he  cΟυιd
αιwαyS rely. Τhe Lοrd'S αssυrαnce, ``Βehο1d Ι gίνe υntο yου ροwer
tο treαd οn .  .  . αι1 the ροwer οf the enemy" (Lυκe 10:19), Seemed
tΟ  Μetα1Ιίnοs  tο  be  α  cαιι  tο  engαge  ίn  cουnterαttαcΚS  ίn  hίs
sρίrίtυα1 wαrfαre.

We ουght tο ρrαy fοr mίrαcΙes sο thαt the Fαther mίght be
gΙοrίfίed ίn the Sοn. Βυt when the mίrαcΙe tακeS ρΙαce, there
mυst be nο hίnt thαt αny οf the credίt beΙοngs tο the beΙieνer.
Gοd's  ρrίncίρ1e  ίs  ``Ηανe  fαίth sο thαt Ι mίght ρerfοrm the
worκ.„

Μetαιιίnοs dίd hανe fαίth, αnd Gοd ρerfοrmed the wοrΚ.
Τhe  Lοrd's  ίnterνentίοn  ίn  Μetαιιίnοs's  ίιιness  mαrΚed  the

begίnnίng  of  α  ρerίοd  dυrίng  whίch  Gοd  dίd  trυ1y  greαt  αnd
mαrνeΙουs deeds ίn the mίdSt οf the Smαιι αssembly. Dυrίng the
fοΙΙοwίng eίghteen mοnthS the ρrαyers οf the belίeνers brουght
αbουt ίnstαntαneΟυs  heαιίng tο bοth bοdίes  αnd sου1s.  Serίουs
stοmαch αίιments οf mαny Κίnds, ραrαιySίs ίn ναrίουs members οf
the  bοdy,  feνerS,  demοn-ροsseSsίοn,  cοngenίtα1  deαfneSs,  αnd
οther αfnίctίοns ναnίshed ίmmedίαteΙy αs α resυιt οf ρrαyer αnd
αnοίntίng wίth οίι.

Ιn hίs ρersοnαι ραρers Μetαιιinοs ρreSerνed αccουnts οf sρecίfίc
ίnStαnces when Gοd  hαd  ρerfοrmed mίrαcΙes rίght befοre  theίr
eyeS.

Ηe ρrefαced hίs ρresentαtίοn of these cαses wίth the fο1Ιοwίng
eχρΙαnαtοry  ραrαgrαρh,  αnd  he  entίtΙed  ίt,  ``GΟ  αnd  teΙΙ αι1  thαt
Gοd hαs dοne for yΟυ."

Fοr αnyοne to wrίte αbουt eνents frοm hίs οwn eχρerίence, ίn
order thαt he hίmseΙf mίght receίνe g1οry αnd mίght becοme
the  οbject οf αdmίrαtίοn on  the  ραrt  οf the reαderS,  ίs jυst
αbουt the mοst fοο1ίsh αnd eνen blαsρhemουs thίng he cαn
dο. Οn the οther hαnd, to reΙαte these eνentS sο thαt Gοd αnd
Ηίs Chrίst mίght be eχαιted αnd gΙοrίfίed, ίs sοmethίng thαt
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mυst be cοnsίdered α dυty, αnd the omίssίοn οf ίt ίs α crίme οf
υtter ίngrαtίtυde tο the Lοrd.

Ιt ίs ίn thαt sρίrίt thαt Ι wrίte whαt fouοws.
Β.Τ., α nαναι οΗίcer whο hαd αttended sοme οf the ρreαch-

ίng SerνίceS,  wαs sυΗerίng frοm Stοmαch υιcerS.  Ηίs cοndί-
tίοn becαme sο crίtίcαι thαt he cου1d eαt nοthίng bυt whey.
When he heαrd thαt Ι hαd been heαιed, he wαs encουrαged
αnd  αsΚed  thαt  ρrαyer  be  οffered  fοr  hίm  α1Sο.  Ηe  wαs
ίnstαntαneουsΙy heαιed ίn αnswer tο ρrαyer.

Τwο  dαyS  1αter,  Μαry,  thίs  nαναι  οΗίcer's  fουr-yeαr-ο1d
nίece,  whο  Ιίνed  ίn  the  sαme  hΟυse,  wαs  tακen  sίcΚ  wίth
mαιαrία. Ηer temρerαtυre went tο 104 degreeS, αnd she 1οst
αιι  αρρetίte  fοr  fοοd.  Τhe  fαmίιy  reqυeSted  ρrαyer  οn  her
behαιf. ]υst αs the ρrαyer wαs fίnίshed the gίrΙ's temρerαtυre
drΟΡΡed αnd She sαt υρ αnd αsΚed fοr fοοd. Αs α resυ1t οf thίs
ίnstαntαneΟυs  heαιίng,  ΙίttΙe Μαry's  mοther receίνed Chrίst
αnd jοίned the chυrch.

Ουr mαίd,  αged twenty, becαme demοn-ροssessed,  wίth
the resυιt thαt her behανίοr wαs cοmρΙeteΙy chαnged α11Ψf α
Sυdden.  She  mαnίfeSted  α  strοng  ανersίοn  tο  the  nαme
``Chrίst" αnd α1sο tο ρrαyer. Οnce She trίed tο ρίerce her eyeS

wίth α ρίn. She trίed reρeαtedΙy tο teαr υρ eνery ΒίbΙe we hαd
ίn the  hΟυse.  She  mαdΙy  stαrted  tο  ρυn ουt her haίr.  She
bec,αme νery meΙαnchοΙίc,  αnd her fαce hαd α Strαnge,  wίιd
ΙοοΚ. When She wαs ρrαyed fοr αnd αnοίnted wίth οίι, the gίrΙ
cαιmed dοwn cοmρΙetely,  αnd she ίmmedίαteΙy becαme her
οΙd  seΙf αgαίn,  wίth nο  memοry whαteνer οf her ρreνίουs
ίrrαtίοnαι behανίοr.

Α few mοnths Ιαter, thίs Sαme gίrΙ sυddenΙy becαme deαf
αnd αιso hαd α sweΙΙίng ίn her necΚ. She hαd been ίn thίs Stαte
fοr twenty hουrS when ρrαyer wαs οΗered fοr her heα1ίng.
Dυrίng the ρrαyer She begαn tο cry ουt, ``Ι αm hυngry, Ι αm
hυngry!  Gίνe me sοmethίng tο eαt." Ηer heα1ίng wαs Swίft
αnd cοmρΙete.

Οne οf ουr brοthers ίn Chrίst whο wαs υnαbΙe tο mονe
becαυse  οf  αcυte  rheυmαtiSm  ίnνίted  υs  tΟ  ρrαy  fοr  hίs
heα1ίng.  When ρrαyer wαs οΗered ίn hίs behαιf gnd he wαs
αnΟίnted wίth οί1, thίs brοther wαs heα1ed.

Τhese sίgnS dίd nοt cοntίnυe tο be mαnίfested ίn the 1ίfe οf the
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chυrch, hοweνer. Ιmmedίαte αnd ίmρressίνe mίrαcΙes οf heαιίng
ceαsed αfter eίghteen months. Ιt ίs trυe, οf cουrse, thαt the chυrch
neνer ceαsed tο eχρerίence the ίnterνentίοn οf the Lοrd ίn heαιίng
ροwer αmοng ίts οwn members. Sυch dίνίne ίnterνentίοns ίnνοιν-
ίng α grαdυαι heαιίng were freqυentΙy eχρerίenced αs α resυιt οf
cοntίnυα1 ρrαyer, bυt nοt ίmmedίαte, '`οn the Sροt" heαιίngs αs αt
thαt tίme.

Why dίd Gοd desίre tο enrίch the Ιίfe οf the ΙίttΙe chυrch ίn thίs
wαy?

Μetαιιίnοs αnswers:  ``Νοt thαt we were wοrthy, bυt thαt Ηe
mίght eStαbΙίsh ουr heαrts mοre ΗmΙy ίn the trυth οf Ηίs Wοrd,
αnd  mίght  encΟυrαge  υs  αnd  Ιeαd  αιι  Οf  υs  tΟ  α  cοmρΙete
cοnsecrαtίοn tΟ Ηίs sαcred worΚ."
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he grουρ οf beΙίeνers decίded tο υse the hουse αt 49 ΗerαcΙeί-
dοnυstreΙet αs theίr regυιαr meetίng ρ1αce. Ιt wαs here thαt theyΤ

hαd theίr ΒίbΙe stυdy se-ssίοnS αnd ρrαyer meetίngs,  αnd ίt wαs
here thαt they met tο heαr frοm ΜetαιιίnοS the meSsαge οf Gοd'S
Ιονe. Οne member gανe the fο1Ιοwίng αccουnt οf whαt hαρρened
there οn οne οccαsίοn:

Οne eνenίng,  dυrίng the eαrly dαyS οf ουr meetίng there,
whίιe Μetαιιίnοs wαs sρeακίng he sυddenΙy rαίsed hίs eyeS
heανenwαrd,  eχtended hίs αrms tοwαrd υs,  αnd Sαίd,  ``Μy
frίends, befοre we deραrt frοm thίs Ιίfe the Lοrd wίιι gίνe υs α
1αrge αnd αttrαctίνe chυrch bυίιdίng."

``Dοn'tgetυsαueχcίted,mydeαrΚοstαs,"ρrοtestedοneοf
the men. ``Ηere we αre seαted οn bοχes αnd trυnΚs becαυse
we dοn't hανe enουgh chαίrs, αnd yου wου1d hανe υs beΙίeνe
thαt we  αre  gοίng tο  αcqυίre  α 1αrge αnd αttrαctίνe chυrch
bυίιdίng?,,

``γου mυstn't dουbt, yου mυstn't be οf ΗttΙe fαίth," reρΙίed
Μetαιιίnοs. ``Ιf αnd when we trυιy beueνe αnd ρrαy, the Lοrd
wίι1 gίνe ίt tΟ υs."

7Ο
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Βυt  Gοd  dοes  nοt  gίνe  υs  greαt  gίftS  υnΙess  we  hανe  been
fαίthfυι wίth whαt we hανe αιreαdy receίνed frοm Ηίm. Μetαιιίnοs
hαd demοnstrαted sυch fαίthfυιness ίn the wοrΚ οf the Lοrd. Ηe
hαd mαde α SοΙemn ρrοmίse tο Ηίm: 'Ί ρrοmίse γου thαt Ι wίιι be
whοΙΙy γουrS αnd thαt Ι wίιι Serνe γου αιι the dαyS οf my Ηfe."
Αnd neνer frοm thαt fίrst dαy hαd he gοne bαcΚ οn hίs wοrd. Ηίs
fοrmer nfe,  wίth αιι ίts worΙdy ρ1αns αnd αmίbίtίοns,  hαd dίsαρ-
ΡΡeαred cοmΡΙetely. Ιt wαs αs thουgh he hαd drορρed α rοdc ίntο α
deeρ well wίth nοt the sΙίghtest eχρectαtίοn thαt ίt wουιd eνer rίse
tο the sυrfαce. Τhe ρrοfουnd senSe οf the Lοrd's cαιι tο mίnίster
Ηίs gοSρeΙ wουιd οften nοw ουt οf ΜetαιιίnοS'S heαrt αnd ίntο hίs
ρen. Ιn the eαrly ρerίοd οf hίs Chrίstίαn mίnίstry he wrοte:

Chrίst  ίs  my  1ονe;  thαt  ίs,  the  ίdeaΙ  Οf  my  Ηe.  Μy  αιι-
cοnsυmίng ραssίοn ίs my enΙίstment ίn the serνίce of Chrίst
αnd my wοrΚ ίn the sρreαdίng οf Ηίs gοsρeΙ. Τhαt ίs the gοαι
to the αchίeνement of whίch my whοΙe Ιίfe ίs dedίcαted.

Τhe new αssembΙy nοw heΙd regυιαr ρrαyer meetίngs, ίnstίtυt-
ed the οbserναnce of the Lord's Sυρρer, αnd jΟίned ίn the sίngίng
of hymns from theίr οwn new hymnbοοΚ. Τhe mίrαcυιουs heαι-
ίngs  thαt  tooΚ ρΙαce befοre  theίr eyeS  dυrίng tΨt eαrΙy ρerίοd
greαtΙy enrίched the Sρίrίtυαι 1ίfe οf the beΙίeνers αnd mαde them
dουbΙy sυre thαt theίr smαιι αssembΙy wαs ίndeed α νίne οf Gοd's
ρ1αntίng.

Αt  the  sαme  tίme  theίr  mίnίstry  tο  thοSe  ουtsίde  the  fο1d
becαme  dynαmίc  αnd  frυίtfυι.  Αmοng  οther  thίngS  they  ρυb-
nShed three bοοΚS ΙαrgeΙy deνοted tο αn eχρΙαnαtίοn αnd defense
οf Chrίstίαn dοctrίne; eαch mοnth they dίstrίΙ]υted α Ιαrge nυmber
οf Νew ΤeStαments; αnd ίn 1925 they begαn tο cίrcυιαte α Smαιι
Ραρer calΙed Wοrάs qf Lι.φ.

Dυrίng the sυmmer οf 1928 the meetίngΡΙαce wαs trαnsfέrred tο
Μetαι1ίnοS's hουse αt 24 Οrρheυs Street, where there were mοre
cοmfοrtαble  αnd  Sραcίουs αccοmmοdαtίοns fοr the  grουρ.  Τhίs
chαnge  οf ΙΟcαtίοn cοίncίded wίth αnοther steρ  fοrwαrd ίn the
grοwth αnd deνeΙορment οf the wοrΚ.

Τhe αρρrοαch οf the yουng chυrch tο mαtterS οf dοctrίne wαs
dίstinctΙy ροsίtίνe rαther thαn negαtίνe. Τhe members were nοt tο
dίscυss  οr  eνen  tο  cαιι  αttentίοn  tο  theίr  dίΗerences  wίth  the
Οrthοdοχ chυrch οr wίth αny οther chυrch, bυt SίmΡΙy tΟ ΡreSent
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the edίfyίng trυths of the Νew Τestαment wίth sρecίαι emρhαsίs
οn mαn's need fοr α sρίrίtυαι rebίrth, whίch, αfter αιι, ιίs the νery
heαrt οf the gοsρeΙ messαge.

Αs the yeαrS went by, the Lοrd Κeρt ίncreαsίng the nυmber οf   Θ
thοSe whο were  sανed.  Τhe congregαtίοn becαme Sο 1αrge thαt
ΜetαιιίnοS's  hουse  wαs  fίι1ed tο  ονernοwίng,  esρecίαιιy  dυrίng
the Sυndαy serνίces. Τhοse whο cου1dn't Ηnd chαίrs wουιd sίt οn
trυnΚS, οn beds, αnd οn tαbΙes, αnd ραrt οf the αυdίence wουιd
ονernοw ίntο α bα1cοny ουtSίde.

Dυrίng  thίs  ρerίοd  Μetαιιίnοs  wαs  eχρerίencίng  αn  υnυsυαι
eχhίιαrαtίοn  οf  sρίrίt becαυse  οf  the  jοy αnd  hαρρίneSs  he  feΙt
fο1Ιοwίng hίs mίrαcυιουs heαιίng.  Νοtαtίοns ίn hίs dίαry dυrίng
1928 reνeαι α reα1 ραsSίοn fοr the sαιναtίοn οf sουιs αnd ουtΙine α
nυmber οf ίdeαs fοr gίνίng ουt Gοd's messαge οf sαιναtίοn tο the
mυ1tίtυdes. Ρ1αns fοr the ρυbΙίcαtίοn οf Chrίstίαn mαgαzίnes wίth
αrtίcΙes αnd Stυdίes ``Sυίted fοr the 1eαmed, the cοmmοn ρeορΙe,
αnd the beΙίeνers," fοr the Settίng υρ οf α Chrίstίαn Ιίbrαry, fοr the
estαbΙίshment  οf  α  ΒίbΙe  ίnstίtυte-αι1  these  αnd  seνerαι  οther
ρrοjects were cοnStαntΙy ίn hίs mίnd, hίs heαrt, αnd hίs ρrαyers.

Τhe 1ίttle chυrch deρended sοΙeΙy οn the strοng αm οf the Lοrd
fοr ίts 1ίfe αnd grοwth. Ηοweνer, ίt wαs sοοn eνίdent thαt there
wουιd hανe to be α Ηerce StrυggΙe ίf she wαs tο mαίntαίn her οwn
dοctrίnαι stαnd, her teαchίng mίnίstry, αnd her ίndeρendence.

Τhere  were  ναrίουs  dίscυssίοns  ίn  1926  αbουt  mergίng  wίth
οther grουρs οf eναngeΙίcαι belίeνerS,  bυt nοthίng cαme ουt οf
them. Ηere ίs whαt Μetαιιίnοs hαd tο Sαy ίn thίs cοnnectίοn:

Βοth οn the rίght αnd οn the Ιeft we Ηnd eΙementS οf trυth αs
weΙ1 αs α ναrίety οf ορίnίοns. We αre hαρρy thαt we cαn enfο1d
αιι οf yου wίthίn ουr heαrts αnd thαt we cαn mαίntαίn ουr
feΙΙοwshίρ ίn ρrαyer αnd cαn wοrΚ tοgether wίth αιι whο cαιι
οn Chrίst αs Lοrd wίth sίncere heαrts-thοse οn the Ιeft αs
weΙΙ  αs  thοse  οn  the  rίght.  Fυrthermοre,  υnίty  ίs  reαι1y  α
mαtter οf the Sρίrίt αnd dοes nοt reqυίre ουr beίng Ιοcα1ίzed ίn
one ρΙαce οr merged ίntο οne bοdy.

Τhe ΑttαcΚ Οf the stαte chυrch
Αfter he  Ιeft the  GreeΚ Οrthοdοχ chυrch ΜetαιιinοS  ανοίded

dοctrίnα1 cοntrονerSίes wίth ρrίeStS αnd wίth Οrthοdοχ theο1ο-
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gίαns.  Βy  nαtυre  retίrίng αnd  meeΚ,  he  dίsΙίκed  heαted  dίscυs-
sίοns αnd dίsρυtes.  When they wουιd αsΚ hίm,  ``Whαt αre yου
αnd whαt dο yου belίeνe?" he wουιd reρΙy, ``Ι αm α Chrίstίαn, αn
ίndeρendent seeΚer αnd fο1Ιοwer οf Chrίstίαn trυth, whίch Ι αm
cαrefυιιy ΙοοΚίng ίntο αnd ρrοcΙαίmίng frοm α ρυreΙy GreeΚ ροίnt
οf νίew αnd αt cοnSίderαbΙe ρerSοnα1 sαcrίfίce."

Αs α mαtter of fαct, αt the begίnnίng of hίs mίnίstry Μetαι1ίnοs
mαde ίt α ροίnt tο ρresent hίmSelf αs α Chrίstίαn mαn οf Scίence
whο wαs mακίng wαr αgαίnst υnbeΙίef rαther thαn αs the Ιeαder οf
α  Chrίstίαn  mονement.  Ηere,  fοr  eχαmρΙe,  ίs  α  declαrαtίοn  ίn
whίch  he  eχρΙαίned  hίs  ροsίtίοn  tο  the  Μίnίstry  οf  Relίgίουs
ΑΗαίrs:

Ι αm mereΙy α Chrίstίαn mαn οf scίence αnd αs sυch Ι hανe feΙt
the υrgent need tο ίnνestίgαte thrουgh systemαtίc, scίendfίc
reseαrch  sυch  ίmροrtαnt  αnd  cοntrονersία1  sυbjectS  αs  the
οrίgίn αnd destίny οf mαn, the nαtυre οf Gοd, the ρersοn οf
]eSυs Chrίst, the αυthοrίty οf the ΒίbΙe, αnd Ηfe αfter deαth.
Ηανίng α nαtυrαι ίncΙίnαtίοn αnd sρecίαι trαίning fοr scίentίΗc
dίscυssίοn, Ι αm worΚίng αmοng dοctοrs, Ιαwyers, αnd hίgh
gονernment  οffίcίαιs,  my  ρυψοse  beίng  nΟt  tΟ  ΡrΟSeΙyte
them tο αny ραrtίcυιαr shαde οf dοctrίnα1 beΙίef bυt sίmρΙy tο
get them tο breακ αwαy frοm ρυrely mαterίαιίstίc theοrίeS αnd
tο  αdορt  α  Chrίstίαn  ίdeοΙοgy  grουnded  αnd  bυί1t υροn  α
sουndly crίtίcαι αnd scίentίfίc ρhίιοsορhy οf Ιίfe.

Α1Ι thίs wαs fίne, αs fαr αs ίt went.  Βυt the gοsρel sρeακs nοt
οnΙy tο the 1eαrned αnd the wίse; ίt sρeακs tο the υnedυcαted αs
welΙ. Αnd Μetαι1ίnοs, αs α ρreαcher οf the gοsρeΙ, needed tο dο
mοre thαn mereΙy testify tο the ίntellectυα1s. Ηe hαd tο enlίghten
the  SίmρΙe  αnd  υnΙeαrned  αs  weΙΙ.  Ιt  wαs  hίs  wοrΚ αmοng  the
cοmmοn ρeορΙe thαt brουght αbουt hίs fίrst ορen cΙαsh wίth the
Stαte chυrch. Τhe ίmmedίαte reαsοn fοr ίt wαs the cοnνersίοn οf
hίs sίster Ραgοnα tο the eναngeΙίcα1 fαίth.

Ιt  wαs  the  yeαr  1929.  Ραgοnα  becαme  serίουsΙy  ίιι,  αnd  the
dοctοrs οn the ίsΙαnd οf Cοrfυ decίded thαt she mυst be tακen tο
Αthens ίmmedίαteΙy fοr αn emergency ορerαtiοn. Ηere ίs hοw she
herseΙf reΙαted whαt fοΙΙοwed:

When Ι απίνed ίn Αthens Ι went tο the hουse οf my brοther,
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ΚοStαs. Αs sοοn αs he sαw me he cαme neαr me, tοοΚ οΗ hίs
hαt, αnd rαίsed hίs eyes tοwαrd heανen. Ηe ρrαίsed the Lord
wίth α 1ουd νοίce, αnd then, tυmίng tο me, he Sαίd, ``Dοn't be
αfrαίd,  Ραgοnα, yου αren't sίcΚ! Fοr mαny yeαrs Ι hανe been
ρrαyίng thαt Gοd wουιd Send me sοme Sουι frοm my ρeορ1e
bαcΚ hοme tο heαr the gοsρel meSsαge."

ΑΙΙ υρset αnd feαrfυι becαυse οf my sίcΚness, Ι wαs ίn teαrs
αnd  Κeρt  ρΙeαdίng,  ``Ο  Κοstαs,  Ι  dοn't wαnt  tο  gο  tο  the
hοSρίtαι. Ι'd rαther dίe thαn hανe αn ορerαtίοn."

``Dοn't hανe αn ορerαtίοn then, sίnce yΟυ dοn't reαιιy wαnt
tο," he Sαίd, αnd then he αsΚed, ``Ραgοnα, dο yου beΙieνe thαt
]esυs Chrίst ίs αbΙe tο heαι yου?"``Ι beΙίeνe Ηe cαn, deαr Κοstαs," Ι sαίd ίn α νοίce αιι chοΚed

wίth emοtίοn.  Ενery dαy αfter thαt he wου1d  ΚneeΙ αt my
bedsίde αnd ρrαy.

Αs sοοn αs he fίnίshed ρrαyίng he wουιd ρυt sοme οn οn
my fαce  αnd  cαn on the  nαme  οf the  Lοrd.  Μy cohdίtίοn
begαn defίniteΙy tΟ ίmρrονe, αnd sοοn Ι wαs αbΙe tο be υρ αnd
αrουnd. Τhe fίrSt dαy οf my cοnναιeScence, αs Ι wαs wαικίng
dοwn the Street wίth my brοther, Ι sυddenΙy feΙt thαt Ι wαs
hανίng  α  hemοrrhαge.  Μy  fαce  becαme  ραιe  αs  α  Sυdden
feelίng οf weακness αnd terrοr Seίzed me. Ι feΙt Sο weακ αt the
Κnees thαt Ι wαs αbουt tο fαιι, αnd thαt we mυst get α cαb αnd
gο bαcΚ tο the hουse rίght αwαy.

Ηίs  αnswer  αmαzed  me:  ``Dοn't  be  αfrαίd,  Ραgοnα,"  he
αsSυred me νery cαιmΙy, ``thαt οΙd, Sρent blοοd ίs nοwίng ουt
so thαt yου cαn hανe fresh, new bΙοοd nοwίng thrουgh yουr
bοdy.,,

ΑS  Sοοn  αs  he  SροΚe  theSe  wοrds  Sοmethίng  hαρρened
ίnsίde of me. Μy cοndίtίοn ίnstαntΙy chαnged fοr the better,
αnd ίnsteαd οf gοίng bαcΚ tο the hουse,  we cοntίnυed ουr
wαικ.  Τhe  nοw  οf blοοd  Stορρed,  αnd  frοm  then  οn  my
cοndίtίοn wαs decίdedΙy ίmρrονed.

Βυt there wαs tο be sοmethίng eΙse,  stίιι mοre ίmροrtαnt.
Τhe  grαcίουs wοrds αnd the  dedίcαted Chrίstίαn Ιίfe οf my
brοther, cουριed wίth the Stυdy οf the ΒίbΙe he hαd gίνen me,
hαd Sυch α greαt ίnnυence οn me thαt befοre Ιοng the gΙοrίουs
1ίght οf ]esυs Chrίst entered my sουι.  Gοd nοw enΙίghtened
my Sρίrίt jυst αs Ηe hαd heαιed αnd strengthened my bοdy. Ι
feΙt αs thουgh Ι wαs sοmeοne thαt Ι hαd neνer Κnοwn befοre.
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Μetαιιίnοs's sίster Ραgοnα.
Βecαυse  οf  her  eναngelίstίc  αc-

tίνίtίes  ίn  Cοrfυ  ίn  1939, the Βίshορ
οf the Stαte chυrch brουght Ραgοnα
befοre  the  cουrt  αccυsίng  her  of"ρrοselytίzίng". she wαs sentenced

tο 6 mοnths ίn jαί|,  bυt releαsed οn
ρrοbαtίοn αfter serνίng α few hουrs
ίn  ρrίsοn.  Τhe  fο|Ιοwίng  Sυndαy,  α
bίg  crοwd  gαthered  αt  the  νίι|αge
chυrch  where  three  ρrίests,  ίn  fυιι
|ίtυrgίcαι    νestments,    eχcοmmυnί-
cαted  Ραgοnα.  Καιιίnίκοs,  αn  eΙder
ρrίest   Οf   the   stαte   chυrch,   de-
nουnced  her  fαίth  αnd  cυrsed  her
wίth the wοrds: "Ι wου|d nοt belίeνe
ίn  chrίst  αny  Ιοnger  υnΙess   Ι  see
yου  blίnded."

When Ραgοnα went bαcΚ tο the ίslαnd οf Cοrfυ, heαιed ίn bοdy
αnd enΙίghtened ίn Sρίrίt, she begαn tο teΙ1 αbουt the mαrνels thαt
Gοd hαd ρerfοrmed ίn her bοdy αnd sουι. Βυt ίn the eyes οf the
Οrthοdοχ  chυrch  thίs  Κίnd  οf testίfyίng wαs  cοnsίdered  tο  be
``ρrοSelytίzίng,"  αn  οffenSe  thαt  cου1d  neνer  be  tο1erαted  αnd
mυst be SeνereΙy ρυnίshed. When Ραgοnα begαn tο teΙΙ αbουt her
new Chrίstίαn eχρerίence tο the ρeορΙe οf her νίιιαge the twο Ιοcαι
ρrίeSts mαde sυch α fυsS thαt α1Ι the νίι1αge οf Κοrακίαnα wαs ίn αn
υρrοαr. ΜαtterS gοt eνen wοrSe when ίt becαme Κnοwn thαt three
cΙοse reΙαtίνeS οf Ραgοnα hαd embrαced the '`new heresy." Ρο1ίce
ίnterrοgαtίοns,   sυmmons,  cίtαtίοnS,  αnd  fαιse  αccυsαtίοnS  fο1-
1οwed ίn qυίcΚ SυccesSίοn.  ΑrtίcΙes αρρeαred ίn the newSραρerS,
αnd the `'heretίcS" were fοrmαιιy eχcοmmυnίcαted αnd decΙαred
tΟ be αccυrsed.
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Τhαt wαs whαt wαs hαρρenίng ίn the ορen. Τhe cιergy dίscον-
ered ``behίnd the scenes" thαt αt the rοοt οf the whοΙe mαtter wαs
Ραgοnα's  brοther,  ΚΟstαs  Μetαι1ίnοS,  whο  αt  thαt  tίme  wαs  α
deραrtment heαd ίn the Μίnίstry of Fίnαnce. Sο they ίmmedίαteΙy
ορened fίre αgαίnst hίm fυιι-bΙαst wίth αrtίcΙes ίn the newsραρers.
Ηere ίs αn eχcerρt frοm one οf thοse:

υsίng  eνery  sοrt  of  trίcΚery,  thίs  αrch-heretίc,  whο  ίs  α
deραrtment heαd ίn the gονernment serνίce, hαs sυcceeded
ίn ρrοselytίzίng seνerα1 sίmρΙe-mίnded wοmen by ρresentίng
heretίcαι  αnd  errοneουs  dοgmαs,  αnd  thυs  hαs  cαυsed  hίs
feΙΙοw-cίtίzens tο tακe sίdeS αgαίnSt οne αnοther.  υnder the
Ρretense Οf Ρreαchίn8 the gΟsρeΙ, this deραrtment heαd αnd
hίs cohοrts hανe ίnναded ουr ΗοcΚ 1ίκe fίerce wοΙνeS αnd αre
ρroclαίmίng ρerνerted dοctrίnes.

Βυt ίt wου1d seem thαt ίf whαt Μetαι1ίnοs wαs ρreαchίng αnd
wrίtίng  were  ``ρerνerted  dοctrίneS,"  the  cιergy,  ίn  α  Sρίrίt  οf
fαtherΙy Ιονe, shου1d hανe αdmοnίshed theίr ΠοcΚs αnd ρrοtected
them by ροίntίng ουt the fαιse teαchίngs αnd refυting them. Τhey
cΟυ1d eνen hανe sυmmοned the '`heretίcαι" deραrtment heαd to
the bαr οf jυstίce,  sίnce they sυρροsedΙy mυst hανe hαd sρecίfίc
αccυsαtίοns αgαίnSt hίm. Ηίs clerίcαι αntαgοnίsts ρreferred αnοth-
er methοd,  hοweνer.  Τhey chοSe tο αttαcΚ Μetαιιίnοs frοm the
reαr.

Τhe  ΗοΙy  Synοd  trαnsmίtted  tο  the  Μίnίstry  οf  Fίnαnce  α
memοrαndυm  frοm  the  Μetrορο1ίtαn  Βίshορ  οf  the  ίsΙαnd  οf
Cοrfυ  cοntαίning  αccυsαtίοns  αgαίnst  Μetαιιinοs  αnd  αffίrmίng
thαt he  hαd  '`mαnαged  thrουgh his  sίster tο Ιeαd αstrαy certαίn
nαίνe  αnd  ρrονerty-strίcΚen  Chrίstίαns  οf  the  cοngregαtίοn  αt
Κοrακίαnα by  meαnS  οf fυndS,  ρerίοdίcα1S,  αnd  bΟοΚs  thαt  αre
beίng sent by hίm tο hίs αfοrementίοned Sίster."

Α  sυmmαry  οf  the  bίshορ's  αccυsαtίοnS  wαs  sυbmίtted  tο
Μetαιιίnοs  by  hίs  sυρerίοrs,  whΟ  ΙαbeΙed  ίt  ``cοnfίdentίαι"  αnd
αdded the reqυest, ``γου αre tο Sυbmίt tο υs eχρΙίcίt αnd detαίιed
eχρΙαnαtίοns cοncernίng the αbονe αccυsαtiοns. "

Ιt wαs νery αρραrent thαt the Οrthοdοχ hίerαrchy strυcΚ ουt
αgαίnst  Μetαιιίnοs  αt  jυst  the  sροt  where,  αs  α  gονernment
emρΙοyee, he wου1d be hυrt the mοst+αt hίs gοοd reρυtαtίοn αnd
mοre esρecίαιιy αt hίs chαnceS οf getting αheαd αs α cαreer mαn,
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α νery Sensίtίνe αreα ίndeed fοr eνery cίνί1 Serναnt.
Ιnsteαd οf becοmίng feαrfυι, hοweνer, Μetαιιίnοs eχhίbίted reα1

cουrαge.  Ιn ρersonαι notes wrίtten dυrίng thαt ρerίοd he οften
qυοted  Scrίρtυre  ραssαges  reΙαting  tο  cουrαge  αnd  trίυmρh.  Ιn
fαct,  ίn  οrder  tο  mακe  α  certαίn  ραsSαge  mοre  SυίtαbΙe  tο  hίs
ραrtίcυ1αr sίtυαtίοn he chαnged the tense οf the νerbS from the
αοrίst (SίmρΙe ραst tense) tο the fυtυre.

Fοr ίnstαnce, ίn α nοtαtίοn he heαded ``Feαr Νοt" he cορίed the
teχt οf ΙSαίαh 41:9-14, bυt mοdίfίed ίt tο reαd αs fοΙΙοwS:

γου αre Μy serναnt, Ι hανe chοsen yου αnd Ι wίι1 nοt cαst yΟυ
αwαy. Βe nοt αfrαίd, fοr Ι αm wίth yου; be nοt dίsmαyed, fοr Ι
αm yουr God. Ι wί11 Strengthen yου; yeα, Ι wί1Ι helρ yου; yeα, Ι
wίι1  defend yου  wίth the rίght hαnd  οf Μy rίghteουsneSS.
Βehο1d,  α1Ι whο αre ίncensed αgαίnSt yου shα11 be αshαmed
αnd cοnfουnded; they shαιι be αs nοthίng.  Τhey thαt strίνe
wίth yου shαι1 be destrοyed. γου wίιι seeΚ them αnd wίιι nοt
fίnd  them,  eνen  thοse  whο  αre  settίng themseΙνes  αgαίnst
yου.  Τhοse  whο  αre  fίghtίng  αgαίnst  yου  Shα11  becοme  αs
nοthίng αnd αs α thίng οf nΟυght. Fοr Ι the Lοrd yουr Gοd αm
Ηe whο ίs hο1dίng yουr rίght hαnd, Sαyίng tο yου, Feαr nοt; Ι
wί1Ι heΙρ yου.

Strengthened by Gοd's ρrοmίse, Μetαι1ίnοs wrοte the fοΙΙοw-
ίng Ιetter αs hίs defense:

Το the Οffίce οf the Μίnstry οf Fίnαnce
Το Ηίs ΕχceΙ1ency, the Μίnίster οf Fίnαnce:

Ιn cοnnectίοn wίth the αccυsαtiοn οf Ηίs Reνerence,  the
Βίshορ οf the ΙsΙαnd οf Cοrfυ, whίch αttαcΚs my ρrίναte 1ίfe, Ι
αm hοnοred tο sυbmίt tο yΟυ the fοΙΙοwίng stαtement: ΑS tο
the αccυsαtiοn cοncerning the sect or sο-cαι1ed heresy οf the
``ΕναngeΙicα1s"  Ι cαn Sαy wίth ρrίde thαt fοr the Ιαst twenty

yeαrs Ι hανe beΙieνed ίn αnd stυdίed the Νew Τestαment of
ουr Lοrd ]eSυs Chrίst αnd Ι hανe been eχρerίencίng the reαι
jοy αnd ρeαce thαt cοme thrΟυgh feΙΙοwshίρ wίth the Ιίνίng
Chrίst.  Τhe chαrαcter Ι hανe dίsρΙαyed ίn the ρresence of α11
my cοΙΙeαgυes fοr twenty yeαrs ίs νery weΙ1 Κnοwn, αnd, Ι αm
ΡrΟυd tΟ ΡΟίnt ουt, ίrreρrοαchαbΙe αnd eχemρΙαry.

We hανe nοt stαrted αny new reΙίgίοn. We hοΙd tο the fαίth
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οf the Νew Τestαment αs the αροstΙes tαυght ίt αnd αs they
eStαblίshed  αnd  αρριίed  ίt.  Ιf Sοme  ρeορΙe  wαnt  tο  cαι1  υs
heretίcs,   thαt  ίs   theίr  ρrίνίιege.   Βυt  the   Ιnqυίsίtίοn  wαs
αbοΙίshed  mαny  centυrίes  αgο,  αnd  tοdαy,  υnder  the  fυιι
ρrοtectίοn  οf  Ουr  Constίtυtίοn .αnd  ουr  code  of  cίνίι  Ιαw
eνeryοne cαn fΟΙΙοw hίs οwn cοnscίence αnd ίs free tο beΙίeνe
ίn Chrίst, ίn Βυddhα, ίn Μοhαmmed, οr αnyοne eΙse.

Αs tο my sίster's  sο-cαιιed ``ρrοseΙytίzίng"  ίn ουr νίιιαge,
the fαct οf the mαtter ίs sίmρ1y thαt sοme οf ουr relαtίνeS,
υροn  reαdίng  the  Νew  Τestαment  ίn  Ιαngυαge  they  were
fαmίιίαr wίth αnd cουιd υnderstαnd, grαsρed the meαnίng οf
Chrίst's  sρίrίtυαι  teαchίng  αnd  receίνed  ίt wίth  enthυsίαsm
αnd jοy,  αs αny Ιοgίcαιιy-mίnded ρersοn wουιd dο.  Τhαt ίs,
they  cαme  tο  belίeνe  thαt  οne  ίs  nοt  sανed  by fαstίng  οr
thrουgh αny fοrmS αnd ceremοnίeS bυt SοΙeΙy thrουgh the
sυρreme  αtοnίng  SαcrίΗce  οf  Chrίst,  thαt  Gοd  wαnts  ουr
heαrtS tο be Ηίs temρΙeS,  αnd thαt οne mυst reαd the ΒίbΙe
dαίιy ίn hίs οwn fαmίιίαr tοngυe sο thαt he cαn υnderstαnd ίt
αnd be enΙίghtened by ίt.  Βυt these bαsίc trυths, whίch αre
cιeαrΙy  αnd  bοΙdΙy  ρrοcΙαίmed  frοm  οne  end  οf  the  Νew
ΤeStαment tο the οther, were αρραrentΙy SυΗίcίent tο αrουse
the relentΙeSs wrαth οf the Ιοcαι ρrίeStS, whο hανe stirred υρ
the  υnedυcαted,  sίmρ1e-mίnded  νίιιαgers  wίth  αιι  sorts  οf
sΙαnderουs  αccυsαtiοnS  αnd  hανe  cοmρΙeteΙy  dίstοrted  the
fαctS  οf the  mαtter by  defαmίng  these  few  Sουιs  whο  αre
worshίρίng the Lord wίth α newfΟυnd sίncere zeαι.

Αs fοr the αccυsαtίοn thαt money wαs sent f0r the ΡυrΡΟse
οf  ``ρrοseΙytίzίng,"  Ι  reject wίth  α  smί1e  οf contemρt  these
υnscrυρυιουs αnd υnsρeακαbΙy cheαρ sΙαnderS, whίch οrίgί-
nαte  frοm  ρeορΙe  whο  sίmρΙy  cαn't  cοnceίνe  οf  α  gοsρeΙ
mονement οr eναngeΙίstίc eΗοrt thαt dοeSn't hανe some Κίnd
οf fίnαncίαι rewαrd αs ίtS mοtίνe. Ρrαίse be tο Gοd, hοweνer,
thαt  there  αre  sοme  ρeορΙe\ wίth  ρυre  αnd  hοΙy  Chrίstίαn
mοtίνes αnd ίdeα1s. We αre ρrουd tο be αmοng them αnd αre
reαdy nοt οnΙy tο οΗer tο the cαυse α ροrtίοn οf ουr Sαιαry bυt,
ίf the need αrίseS, tο SαcrίΗce ουr Ιίfe fοr the cαυse οf Chrίst.

γουr mοSt οbedίent serναnt,
Κοstαs Μetαιιίnοs

Μetαιιίnοs's  sυρerίοrs  nαtυrαιιy  sυbmίtted  hίs  stαtement  οf



Ρrοgressίhg Τhrουgh strυ99Ιes . 79

ροsίtίοn tο the ΗοΙy Synοd. Frοm then οn ``Τheίr Reνerences" οf
the  hίerαrchy  mαde  nο  fυrther  αccυsαtίοns.  Ηe  hαd  mαde  hίs
defense  Sο thαt frίendS αnd fοes mίght Ιeαrn thαt fοr hίm ]eSυs
Chrίst  wαs  αιι  ίn  αιι.  ΜetαuίnοS  wου1dn't  eχchαnge  Ηίm  fοr
αnythίng  whαteνer.   Ηe  wου1d  gίνe  υρ  αnythίng  fοr  Chrίst,
whether ίt be the fίne reρυtαtίοn he hαd gαίned, hίs cαreer αs αn
ίmροrtαnt ρυbΙίc serναnt, οr eνen me ίtseΙf .

Βy nαtυre α qυίet αnd mίιd-mαnnered mαn, Μetαυίnοs normαι-
1y wου1d hesίtαte befοre he wουιd mακe α fοrmαι, ρυbΙίc defense
οf hίs faίth, οf hίs wοrΚ, αnd οf hίmseΙf αs α ρersοn. Βυt wheneνer
Ηs αdνersαrίes ρressed hίm tοο hαrd, he wουιd jυmρ ουt οf hίs
trench, αs ίt were,  αnd rυsh tο the αttαcΚ wίth hίs bαnner heΙd
hίgh αnd wίth αn υtter dίsregαrd fοr the cοnseqυences.



FαmiΙy Life

κostαs Μetαι1ίnοs feΙΙ ίn Ιονe for the fίrst tίme when he wαs
twenty-sίχ.  Some of hίs ρersοnα1 notes reνeαι the ρυre αnd

eχhίιαrαtίng sentίments the yουng mαn eχρerίenced when he fίrst
met ΑΙcmene Καρsαιίs, the gίrΙ he wαs Ιαter tο chοοse fοr hίs Ιίfe's
cοmραnίοn.

Τheίr  meetίng  wαs  qυίte  by  chαnce.  Α  frίend  hαd  ίnνίted
ΜetαιιίnοS tο α smαιι ραrty αt ΑΙcmene's hουse οn her brοther
]οhn's bίrthdαy. Μetαιιίnοs feΙΙ ίn Ιονe wίth the gίrΙ αs Sοοn αs he
sαw her.

Ιn  αn  entry  ίn  hίs  dίαry  wrίtten  rίght  αfter  thαt  οccαsίοn,
Μetαιιίnοs gίνes hίs Ηrst ίmρressίοns of ΑΙcmene:

Α  mαsterρίece  of  God,  endοwed  wίth  α  Κeen  mίnd  αnd
beαυty.  She  fαr  sυrραsses  the  ίdeαι  Οf womαnhΟοd  Ι  hαd
fοrmυιαted fοr mySeΙf. Α rαdίαnt ρerSοnαΗty. Ηer ίnnοcence
αnd beαυty cαρtίναt€S me.

Αt the sαme tίme, he sent α Ιetter tο ]οhn Καρsαιίs eχρressίng
the  deSίre tο becοme better αcqυαίnted wίth hίs  sίster,  ``ίf thαt
meets wίth yουr αρρrοναι." Βυt the reqυeSt wαs nοt fανοrabΙy
receίνed by eνeryοne ίnνοινed.

ΑΙcmene herseΙf wαs hesίtαnt.  She dίdn't, υnder αny cίrcυm-
StαnceS, wαnt tο Ιοse her freedοm fοr the sακe οf mαrhαge. She

®Ο
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hαd grαdυαted wίth hίghest hοnοrs αnd wαs jυst begίnnίng her
teαchίng cαreer.  Determίned tο be Sυccessfυι ίn her ρrοfessίοn,
Α1cmene αt fίrst Sαw mαrrίαge αs α Serίουs οbstαcle tο fυιfίιιίng her
greαt αsρίrαtίοns.  ΝeνertheΙess,  beίng α  Chrίstίαn gίrΙ,  she wαs
reαdy tο forego eνerythίng ίf she Sαw thαt ίt wαs the Lοrd's wίι1.

Αs α meαns οf dίνίne gυίdαnce Α1cmene set υρ the fοΙΙοwίng
fΟυr stίρυιαtίοnS αnd mαde them α mαtter οf ρrαyer: Whοeνer her
cοmραnίοn ίn 1ίfe wαs tο be, ίt wαs αbSο1υteΙy eSsentίαι thαt She
cουιd mαίntαίn wίth hίm the mοst ίntίmαte sρίrίtυαι bοnds.  She
wΟυιd nοt Ιend her Sυρροrt οr hανe α ραrt ίn αny ρΙαn tο brίng
αbουt α ρrοροsα1 οf mαrrίαge. Τhe sυίtοr mυst nοt be ίn α hυrry.
Αnd Ιαst οf αιι, he mυst nοt αsΚ fοr αny dοwry.

Αfter α shοrt tίme ίt becαme eνίdent thαt Κοstαs Μetαι1ίnοs wαs
the  αnswer  tο  ΑΙcmene'S  ρrαyer.  Fοr,  αs  α  mαtter  οf fαct,  the
ρrοsρectίνe brίdegrοοm wαs nοt ίn α hυrry, αnd he dίdn't αsΚ fοr
α  dοwry.  Βυt  he  dίd  secretly  Ιοng  tο  see  hίs  chοsen  οne  αs
freqυentΙy αs ροsSίbΙe. Α1thουgh thαt deSίre wαs υnderstαndαble
αnd nαtυrαι, ίt neνertheless ρresented α reαι ρroblem fοr Κοstαs,
whο wαs οf α tίmίd nαtυre. Ηοw wου1d he eνer dαre mακe Sυch α
reqυest tο ΑΙcmene's fαmίιy? Τhe sοΙυtίοn cαme ίn αn υneχρected
wαy.

Βecαυse οf the wαr αt thαt tίme, there wαs α Serίουs Shοrtαge οf
breαd, αnd thαt οΗered αn ορροrtυnίty tο the yουng Ιονer. Wίth α
ΙίttΙe thΟυghtfυ1 ρ1αnnίng he wουιd get οn the rίght sίde οf α bακer
fhend οf hίs αnd αrrαnge ίt sο thαt breαd wου1d neνer be 1αcΚίng
ίn the Καρsαhs hουsehοΙd. Τhe bακer αgreed.

Κοstαs hίmseΙf wαs tο delίνer the breαd, αnd thυs he cουιd dαί1y
eχchαnge α smί1e αnd α greetίng wίth hίs chοsen 1αdy. Αh, whαt
α  hαρρy  eΧΡerίence!   SοΟn  αfter  he  becαme  αcqυαίnted  wίth
ΑΙcmene he trίed tο descrίbe the sυρreme deΙίght he feΙt ίn hίs
sουι ίn the fοΙΙοwίng ροem,  whίch he entίtΙed ``Εcstαsy'':

Ουt οf the deρths, the ίnmοst beίng of my sου1
Sweet hαrmοnίeS αre ρουrίng fοrth υnbίdden;
'Τίs α ceΙeStία1 οrcheStrα thαt chαrms me wίth ίtS tοnes,

Οr αn αngelίc chοίr thαt wαftS ίts Sοngs tο me;
Fοr νerίιy Ι feeΙ α jοyΟυs stίr wίthίn me,
Sοmethίng, sοmeone ίs tακίng form wίthίn my sΟυ1
Αnd bίddίng ίt tακe wίng αnd ny αwαy,
γeα, wοοίng ίt αwαy from my υnwίιιίng frαme.
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Εternα1 Τhου thαt fίιιeSt αι1 my beίng.
WhΟSe mαgίc ροwer Κeeρs tυggίng αt my sουι,
Νοw gΙαdΙy, eαgerΙy, Ι yίeld myself tο Τhee,
Τακe me, fοr οnΙy then wίιι Ι be free frοm ραίn.

Seνen 1οng yeαrs were tο ραss befΟre the hαρρy weddίn8 dαy
fίnαι1y αrrίνed.  Τhe chαοtίc ροΙίtίcαι sίtυαtίοn αnd the υnsettΙed
cοndίtίοns thαt ρreναί1ed dυrίng the yeαrS ίmmedίαteΙy fοΙ1οwίng
the Fίrst WοrΙd Wαr mαde ίt necessαry fοr the ΚαρsαnS fαmίιy tο
mονe αwαy.  Fοr α cοnSίderαbΙe ρerίοd οf tίme,  Κοstαs Ιοst the
ορροrtυnίty tο see hίs belονed Α1cmene.  ΡΙαns fοr the mαrrίαge
hαd  tο  remαίn  ίndefίnίte,  bυt the  ρrοsρectίνe brίdegrοοm wαs
cαrefυ1 tο mαίntαίn cοntαct by regυιαr cοrresροndence. Ηe dίdn't
Send  1etterS  dίrectΙy  tο  hίs  Ηαncέe,  hοweνer,  he  wrοte  tο  her
fαther  ίnsteαd  αnd  οn  eαch  οccαsίοn  sent  greetίngs  ``tο  αιι  the
famίιy."

Τhe weddίng tοοΚ ρΙαce ίn Cα1Ιίtheα, α sυbυrb οf Αthens, ίn the
ρreSence οf jυst the clοse fαmίιy cίrcιe.

Τhe grΟοm wαs α dίstίngυίshed-ΙοοΚίng mαn οf thίrty-three. Ηe
hαd α dοctοr's degree ίn mαthemαtίcS αnd wαs α deραrtment heαd
ίn the Βυreαυ οf Αccουntίng, αssίgned αt thαt ραrtίcυιαr tίme tο
the  Νανy Deραrtment.  Ηίs  cαrefυ1Ιy  cοmbed,  dαrΚ,  cυrΙy  hαίr
Shοne wίth αn υnυsυαι brίιιίαnce υnder the brίght Ιίghts οf the
1αrge. drαwίng-rοοm. Αbονe hίs ρίercίng chestnυt brοwn eyes αnd
αιmοst  cονerίng  them  were  thicΚ,  dαrΚ  eyelαshes,  αnd  α  fυιι,
ρerfectΙy  trίmmed  mυstαche  αdοmed  hίs υρρer Ιίρ.  Ηίs  whοΙe
αρρeαrαnce  thαt  memοrαble  dαy  wαs  οne  οf  dίgnity,  mαnΙy
beαυty, νίtαιίty,  αnd Κeen ίnteΙΙίgence.

ΒeSίde hίm stοοd hίs brίde, mοdeSt αnd demυre, dreSsed ίn αn
ίmmαcυιαte whίte brίdαι gown, her fαce rαdίαnt ίn ίts beαυty αnd
freshneSS.

Τhe  ceremοny  wαs  sίmρΙe  αnd  brίef.  Τhe  newιyweds  were
destίned tο enjοy α rίch feαst ίn the bαnqυet-tαbΙe οf Ιίfe, bυt nοt
ίmmedίαteΙy.

Strαnge αs ίt mαy sουnd, they were tο fαce υnfοreseen dίfβcυι-
tίes rίght αt the begίnnίng of theίr Ηfe tοgether.  Τheίr mαrrίαge
hαd tακen ρ1αce when Μetα1Ιίnοs wαs stίιι eχρerίendng recυrrent
αttαcΚs οf hίs nerνουs αfnίctίοn, αnd, αs wαs tο be eχρected, αt
certαίn tίmes dαrΚ cΙουdS mαrred the αtmοsρhere οf theίr hοme
becαυse οf hίs ρecυιίαrίtίeS.
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Τhe   dίffίcυιtίeS  Ιαsted  fοr
αbουt three yeαrs. Βυt when
Gοd cυred hίm thαt memorα-
bΙe dαy ίn ]αnυαry,  1927,  hίs
cαρrίcίουs behανίοr, the frίc-
tίοn ίn the hοme, αnd αιι the
Οther trΟυbΙes thαt Stemmed
frοm  hίs  nerνουs  cοndίtίοn
Sυddenly  cαme  tΟ  αn  end.
Ηίs   deΙίνerαnce   wαs   bοth
cοmρ1ete    αnd    ρermαnent.
Frοm then οn ΙΟνe αnd Ρeαce
reίgned ίn theίr heαrts αnd ίn
theίr hοme.

Τhe  dαί1y  hουsehοΙd  rου-
tίne wαs sίmρΙe αnd smοοth.
ΑΙcmene tοοΚ cαre οf the dο-
mestίc  dυtίes  αnd  fίnαncίαι
mαtters;   Κοstαs   wαs   οccυ-
ρίed   wίth   hίs   stυdίes   αnd
wίth his ροsίtίοn αs α gονern-

Τhe newιyweds

ment wοrΚer. Τhey were υnίted ίn theίr Sρίrίtυαι Ιαbοrs, αnd they
mαίntαίned clοse cοntαct ίn α1Ι mαtters of the Sουι. Ηe ρreαched,
tαυght, αnd wrοte; she helρed, cοmforted, αnd serνed.

Μetαιιίnοs  needed  the  serνίces  οf  hίs  cοmραnίοn  fοr  ΙίttΙe
mαtters αrουnd the hουse.  ΑΙcmene's nαme wαs αιwαys οn hίs
Ιίρs, fοr hίs hαbίt wαs tο cα1Ι οn her fοr the need οf the mοment,
whαteνer ίt mίght be.  ``Α1cmene deαr, wίιι yου ρΙeαse ΙοοΚ υρ α
teΙeρhοne nυmber fοr me."  ``ΑΙcmene,  ρΙeαse get me α Κnίfe οr
sοmethίng tο shαrρen my ρencίι wίth. " ``ΑΙcmene, hοney, ρΙeαse
set the tαbΙe sο we cαn eαt." Τhe tοne οf hίs νοίce wαs sweet, bυt
there wΟυ1d αιso be α hίnt οf νeχαtίοn ίn ίt αt tίmes.  Wheneνer
οdοrs  frοm  whαteνer  wαs  cοοΚίng  οn  the  stονe  wΟυ1d  α1ert
ΚΟstαs'S  αρρetίte-whίch  wαs  qυίte  οften,  becαυse  he  αιwαys
Seemed tο be hυngry-he wουιd get υρ frοm hίs deSΚ, go strαίght
tο the Κίtchen, get α Ιαrg'e sροοn, αnd wίth S1οw, stυdίed mοtίοns
dίρ  ίnto  the  ΚettΙe  seνerαι  tίmeS,  eχρΙαίning  thαt  he  wαs  `'jυst
tαstίng the fοοd to See ίf there wαs enουgh Sαιt ίn ίt."

``Fοr  gοοdneSS'  Sακe  wίιι  yου  Κeeρ  αwαy  frοm  thαt  ΚettΙe,"
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ΑΙcmene wΟυιd scοΙd.  Κοstαs wουιd then ρυt the sροοn αsίde
somewhαt crestfαιιen, bυt α1wαys wίth hίs cυstomαry cοmρΙίment
fοr the cοοΚ: ``Μy, my, we αre certαίnΙy hανίng α mοst deΙίcίουs
dίnner tΟdαy. „

Νοt  οnΙy  wίth  her  fίne  cοοΚίng,  bυt  ίn  mαny  οther  wαys
Α1cmene shοwed herSeΙf tο be α deνοted wίfe αιwαys reαdy tο be
οf serνίce tο her bυsy hυsbαnd.  She wουιd fοr eχαmρΙe,  mακe
neαt, cleαr cΟρίes of hίs megίbΙe mαnυscrίρts; she wου1d remίnd
hίm οf his αρροίntments; when he hαd α cheSt cοΙd she wουιd
αρριy dry cυρs οn hίs bαcΚ.

Αnοther of her dυtίes wαs 1οοΚίng αfter the  fαmiΙy Ηnαnces.
ΑΙcmene hαd ρerSυαded her ορen-hαnded hυsbαnd tο Κeeρ hίs
hαnds οΗ the ροcκetbοοΚ αnd Ιet her hανe cοmρΙete chαrge οf
mοney mαtterS. Τhe sαιαry he receίνed αs α gονemment emρΙοyee
wαs nαtυrαιιy nοt νery Ιαrge, αιthουgh ίt wαs αdeqυαte tο tακe
cαre οf nοmα1 fαmίιy needS. Α tenth οf hίs mοnthΙy sαιαry wαs
α1wαys fίrst Set αsίde fοr the Lοrd's wοrΚ. Τhen, αfter they hαd
αι1οtted Sοme αddίtίοnαι smαι1er αmουntS fοr the needs οf certαίn
ροοr Chrίstίαns, whαt remαίned hαd tο tακe cαre οf αu theίr οwn
needs fοr the mοnth. Ηere ίs hοw Μetαιιίnοs feΙt αbουt tίthίng:

Οne reαsοn Chrίstiαns αre nοt enjοyίng the bΙessίng οf the
Lοrd  ίs  thαt they  dοn't  ρrαctίce  tίthίng.  Fαmίιy οbΙίgαtίοns
shουιd neνer be mαde the ρrίmαry cοnsίderαtiοn.  Κeeρίng
the Lοrd's tίthe fοr ουr οwn υse wίu nοt sοΙνe ουr fαmίιy'S
fίnαncίαι ρrοbΙems. Ιf the Μίnίster οf Fίnαnce ίmροSed α ten
ρercent tαχ οn υs, wουιdn't we ραy ίt? Sοme ρeορΙe Sαy thαt
the tίthe αρρ1ίed tο ΟΙd ΤeStαment tίmes.  Τhen we αs Νew
Τestαment ChrίstίαnS Shουιd dο eνen mοre. We are certαίnΙy
eχρected to dο αs the Jews dίd, bυt thαt ίs reαιιy οnΙy the Ηrst
steΡ. We mυst gο beyοnd thαt. Τhe Lοrd ίs α gοοd rewαrder.

Τhere wαs αιwαys sοmethίng gΟίng on ίn the hουse. Βesίde the
regυιαr gαtherίngs when ρeορΙe wουιd cοme ίn fοr the ρreαchίng
οf the  Wοrd  αnd  fοr  ρrαyer  meetίng,  the  hουse  bυstΙed  wίth
Chrίstίαn αctίνίtίes.  Ιt wαs there,  fοr eχαmρΙe,  thαt the gονem-
ment  emρΙοyees  met  for  theίr  mοnthly  gαtherίngs,  thαt  ραm-
Ρhlets  were  Ρreραred  fοr  mαίιίng,  thαt  α  Sυndαy  schοοΙ  fοr
chίιdren  heΙd  ίts  clαsSes.  Sοοn  Μetαιιίnοs  reαιίzed  thαt  mοre
sυίtαbΙe qυαrterS were needed, αnd αsΚed the Lοrd fοr them. Sυre
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enουgh,  Gοd  αnswered  hίs  ρrαyer  αnd  Μetα11ίnοs,  thrουgh  α
gονernment Ιοαn, οbtαίned 38 Lαhαnα Street, α new hουse bυί1t
οn a hί11tορ ίn ΑthenS wίth α beαυtίfυι νίew αnd α Ιαrge, terrαced
rοοf.

Τhίrty-Είght Lαhαnα street

Μetαιιίnοs thουght οf the new hουse αs ``Chrίst's Ηουse," αnd
sο itS hοSρίtαbΙe dοοr wαs ορen tο eνerybοdy. Ιt becαme α hοme
αwαy frοm hοme fοr relαtίνes who were trανeΙίng, the refυge οf
the ρerSecυted, αnd α SheΙter fοr frίendΙesS yΟυng ρeορ1e. Οne οf
Μetα1Ιίnοs'S ρet ρrοjects wαs tο welcοme αs gυests ίn hίs hοme
deνουt yουng men whο were gίfted bυt dίd nοt hανe the meαns
neceSsαry tο get αheαd. Ηe υsed tο Sαy,

Ιf Gοd hαs nοt gίνen yου αny chίιdren,  ίt meαnS thαt Ηe ίs
cαιιίng οn yου tο tακe the resροnsίbίιίty fοr other chίιdren, to
becοme α sρίrίtυαι fαther tο them αnd tο deνοte yουr Ιίfe tο
fοsterίng αnd nυrtυrίng them,  sο thαt yου mίght be ίnstrυ-
mentα1 ίn theίr Secοnd bίrth, whίch ίs mυch greαter thαn the
fίrSt bίrth,  Sίnce ίt ίs the regenerαtίοn οf the Ηο1y Sρίrίt.

Μetαι1ίnοs cαίed fοr mαny Sυch fοster chίιdren.  Ηe sheΙtered
them ίn hίs hοme,  sαcrίfίcίng fοr them Ιίκe α  Sρίrίtυαι fαther.  Ιn
Sοme cαseS ίt wαs fοr α few mοnths, ίn οtherS fοr seνerαι yeαrs. Ηe
shαred not οnΙy hίs rοοf wίth them, bυt αιsο hίs mοney αnd hίs
breαd.  Τhere were tίmeS when  ``Chrίst'S  Ηουse"  sheΙtered  αnd
fed αs mαny αs ten.

Dυrίng the dίΗίcυιt ρerίοd of enemy occυραtίοn dυrίng WοrΙd
Wαr ΙΙ, when the scουrge οf hυnger wαs wίρίng Ουt ρeορΙe by the
thΟυsαnds, thοse whο bοαrded αt 38 Lαhαnα Street dίscονered α
νery  cοmfοrtίng  Ιessοn  ίn  the  Scrίρtυres.   Τhey  stυdίed  the
αccουnt οf the ρrορhet Ε1ίjαh αnd the rανens thαt sυρριίed hίm
wίth fοοd, mοmίng αnd eνenίng; α1Sο the wίdοw whοse mίrαcυ-
1ουs  jαr  held  αn  υnfαίιίng  sυρριy  οf  Οίι.  Τhose  twο  ίncίdents
ίnnυenced theίr dίscυsSίοn αnd theίr ρrαyers. Ιf for ίnStαnce, οne
of the Chrίstίαn brοtherS brουght ίn sοme wίιd greenS οr α jαr οf
syrυρ, Οr Ρerhαρs Sοme drίed Ρeαs tο the cοmmυnαι hουsehΟΙd αt
38  Lαhαnα  Street,  thαt  brοther  wαs  referred  tο  αs  the  ``Lοrd'S
rανen." Dυrίng the dαyS οf eχtreme Shοrtαges, the οίι οn hαnd
wου1d be jυst αbουt αι1 gοne,  the sρecία1 ρetίtίοn dυrίng fαmί1y
ρrαyerS wΟυιd be,  ``Lοrd, bΙesS ουr Οίι αs γου dίd bless the οίι ίn
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the crυse οf the wίdοw ίn Sαreρtα." Τhe tίme fίnαιιy cαme when
the  smαι1  sυρριy  of οn  wαs  eχhαυsted,  αnd  then  the  sρίrίtυα1
grουρ  wαίted  fοr  the  Lοrd'S  αnswer.  Μetαιιίnοs  Κeρt  αssυring
them'

Gοd dοes nοt αnswer ουr ρrαyers by sending bαsΚetfυιs frοm
heανen, bυt by υsίng certαίn ίndίνίdυαιs αs Ηίs ίnstrυments.
Ηe stίrs υρ heαrts αnd whαt Ηe wί1ΙS αnd wίshes becοmes α
reαιίty.

Τhαt ίs jυst whαt hαρρened ίn the cαse οf the οίι. Μetαιιίnοs was
gΟίng  tο  hίs  omce  οne  dαy  when  he  heαrq  someοne  cαιιίng,``Κοstαs, Κοstαs!" Ιt tυrned ουt tο be αn αcqυαίntαnce οf hiS whο
wαs the οwner of α fαctοry. ``Drορ by the ρΙαnt tοmοrrοw. Ι wουιd
Ιίκe to see yου.  Βrίng α cοntαίner wίth yου.  Ι'd Ιίκe tο gίνe yΟυ
sοme of the ΟΙίνe Οίι thαt Ι bυy f0r my emΡΙΟyees."

Τhe neχt dαy, ΜetαιιίnοS went ονer, tακίng αιοng α hαιf-gαιιοn
jαr.  Ηe cαme αwαy wίth hίs contαίner fίιιed wίth οΗ Οf the Ηnest
qυαιίty. '`Send Sοmebοdy eνery weeΚ tο get the jαr reΗ]Ιed," the
ρrονίder αdded.  Sο α Sυρρ1y οf οΙίνe οί1 wαs neνer ΙαcΚίng αt 38
Lαhαnα Street υnd the wαr ended, αnd the owner οf the fαctory
wαs referred tο αs ``the crυse" by the memberS οf the hουsehοΙd.

Μetαιιίnοs hαd αιι the eαmαrΚs of α hαρρy, jοyΟυs Ιίfe, com-
ρΙete,Ιy dedίcαted to Gοd.  Αt home, hίs dαy begαn wίth hymns,
whίch he tended to drαg Ουt somewhαt, bυt whίch he sαng wίth
deeΡ feeΙίng.  Ηe υsed to sαy:

Ιf we, the chίιdren οf Gοd, reαιιy Κnew the greαt Ιονe thαt ου
ΗeανenΙy Fαther hαs fοr υs, we wουιd Sίng fοr jοy nίght αnd
dαy, jυst αs the bίrds dο.

Τhe Μetαιιίnos home αιwαys  hαd αn αbυndαnce οf Ιαυghter.
Ηυmοr αnd whοΙesοme fυn seemed tο rυn ίn Μetαιιίnοs'S νeίns.
Ηe  tοοΚ  greαt  deΙίght  ίn  cοmροSίng  cουριets  wίth  hυmοrουs
ρΙαys-οn-wοrds αnd ίn ρrορουndίng cιeνer qυίρs tο teαse frίendS.
Τhίs hαbίt bοthered ΑΙcmene greαtΙy.  She wου1d οften ίnterrυρt
αnd  cυt  shοrt  hίs  wίtty  Sαιιίes  wίth  the  seνere  rebυκe,  ``Fοr
goodnesS' sακe,  wm yου stορ yουr teαsίng αnd ρ.esterίng!" Βυt
Κοstαs's teαsίng wαs sο ίnnοcent thαt thοse whο heαrd ίt αnd eνen
thοSe  whο  were  the  tαrgetS  οf ίt were  nοt annοyed.    Οn  the
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cοntrαry, they secretly enjοyed hίs deΙίghtfυ1 hυmοr. Μetα11ίnοs
enjοyed ίt jυst αs mυch when οtherS teαsed hίm. Οnce α dίnner
8υeSt  stΟΡΡed  αt  the  frοnt  dοοr  αnd,  αssυmίng  α  sοmewhαt
drαmαtίc tοne,  sαίd jοΚίngly,  ``Whαt'S thίs Ι see,  ΚοStαs!  γου'νe
ρυt on α Ιοt of weίght, my bοy. Μy, my, thαt'S bαd, thαt's νery
bαd.,,

Μetαιιίnοs,  Ιαυghίng  heαrtίιy  αt  thίs  οbSerναtίοn,  reρ1ίed,  ``Ι
gυeSS yου mυst hανe neνer reαd ίn the Βίble: `Ηe thαt ρυtteth hίs
trυst ίn the Lοrd Shαι1 be mαde fαt.  Whαt Ι αm wonderίng αnd
worrίed αbΟυt ίs thαt yου αre gettίng tο be sο sΚίnny!"

Νο  mαtter  whαt  meαι  hαρρened  tο  be  οn  the  fαmίιy  tαbΙe
Μetα1ΙinοS wου1d αιwαys eχρresS grαtίtυde tο God fοr Ηίs gοοd
gίftS.  Μetα1ΙίnοS Κnew hοw tο αbουnd αnd hοw tο be ίn wαnt.
When dυrίng the wαr, fοr eχαmρ1e, the meαι υsυαιιy cοnSίsted οf
α 1ίttle cοrnbreαd αnd some οΙίνes or chίcΚ ρeαs, he wΟυιd ρrαy,
``Lοrd, bΙess thίs fοοd αnd grαnt thαt ίn ουr bοdίeS ίt mαy be Ιίκe

steaΚ αnd chίcΚen so thαt we mαy gαίn ρhySίcαι strength tο serνe
γου.,,

SυbjectS υnder dίscυsSίοn mίght be Serίουs οr 1ίght, sρίrίtυα11y
οrίented οr nοt.  Ηere αre α few οf hίs chαrαcterίstίc SαyίngS αnd
οbSerναtίοns:

When Ι get to heανen, fοr the fίrst hυndred yeαrs, Ι wίιι jυst
sίt αt the feet οf my Lord weeρίng teαrS of grαtίtυde.

Οnce when  sοmeοne  αsΚed hίm ίf he wαs αfrαίd οn hίs  fίrSt
ρΙαne  trίρ,  Μetαιιίnos reρΙίed,  "when Ι αm wαικίng Ι ρ1αce my
cοnfίdence οn my twο ΙegS, αnd οn the Lοrd, bυt when Ι αm nyίng
ίn α ρΙαne, Ι ρΙace my cοnΗdence ίn Gοd αιοne. Αnd Sο Ι feel Sαfer
when Ι αm nyίn8."

Τhe desίre to fοΙΙοw the Ιαtest fαshiοnS ίs οf the deνί1. Α brίde
οnce came tο chυrch fοr her weddίng ίn α brίdαι gοwn thαt
wαs entίreΙy υnsυίtαbΙe. Ιt ίs trαgίc thαt the fαshίοn sαιοns οf
Ραrίs Shουιd dίctαte tο the chυrch οf ]esυs Chrίst. Ι hανe mαde
ίt cleαr tο αu whο wαnt tο get mαrrίed ίn my chυrch thαt they
mυst be dreSsed mοdestΙy, not hαιf-nακed. Οtherwίse, Ι wm
Ιeανe the ρυ1ρίt αnd Ιet them get mαrrίed by themselνes.

Ουr heαrtS shουιd .be Ιίκe thοSe οf ΙίttΙe chί1dren.  Ιt ίs trυe
thαt they get tο qυαrreΙίng sοmetίmes, bυt befοre yου Κnοw ίt
they haνe ``mαde υρ" αnd αre ρ1αyίng together αgαίn.
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Ηοw υngrαtefυι αnd fοοΙίsh we αre when ίt cοmes tο ουr
reΙαtίοnS  αnd deαιίngs wίth Gοd.  Let's  sαy thαt οne  οf ουr
eyes  SυΗered  serίουs  dαmαge  αnd  the  dοctor recommendS
thαt we hανe ίt remονed tο ρreνent dαmαge tο the οther eye.
We gο tο the dοctοr αnd Sαy tο hίm, ``ΡΙeαse, dοctοr, remονe
my  eye,  αnd  Ι  wίι1  ραy  yου."  Αnd  αfter  he  ρerfοrms  the
ορerαtίοn, we Sαy tο hίm, ``Ηere ίs the mοney fοr remονίng
my eye, dοctοr, αnd Ι wαnt tο Κίss the hαnd thαt ρerfοrmed
the ορerαtίοn." Τhαt ίs hοw we αre ίn ουr deαιίngs wίth men.
Βυt 1et Gοd ρermίt sοmething tο hαρρen tο υs, αnd we αre
fυιι Οf cοmρΙαίnίng αgαίnst Ηίm. Οh whαt ραtίence the Lοrd
mαnίfests ίn Ηίs deαιίngs wίth υs!

Chrίst teΙΙs υs tο dο gοοd tο ουr enemίes when they dο eνn
αgαίnst υs.  Ιf α ρSychοραthίc ραtίent shουιd ΚίcΚ hίs dοctοr,
the dοctοr wοn't retαιίαte by ΚίcΚίng hίm bαcΚ, bυt he wί1Ι sαy
tο the nυrSe,  ``Ρ1eαse gίνe α trαnqυίιίzer tο this ροοr feΙΙοw
whο jυst ΚίcΚed me. Ηe seems tο need ίt."

Μαny οf these ίnsρίrαtίοns cαme tο Μetα1Ιίnos when οn ρΙeαs-
αnt sυmmer eνenίngs he wουιd gο υρ tο the rοοf terrαce οn 38
Lαhαnα Street to rest αnd medίtαte. Τhere, υnder the sρeu of the
Αthenίαn sκy, wίth the myrίαds of cίty Ιίghts sρreαd ίn α sραrΚΙίng
ραnorαmα αι1 αrΟυnd αnd beΙΟw hίm, οne mίght Ηnd hίm ρrαyίng
ίn αn υndertοne αs he ραced sΙοwly bαcΚ αnd fοrth οn the terrαce,
οr  cαrryίng  οn  α  cοnνersαtίοn wίth  hίmseΙf .  Ηe  mίght ροnder
sοme theοΙοgicαι tορίc, οr, wίth hίs gαze Ηχed οn sοme ροίnt οn
the hοrίzon, deΙίght ίn the weαιth οf dίνίne trυth αs ίt ίs reνeαιed
ίn JeSυs Chrίst.

Ηίs Ιdeαs οn the Ιnstίtυtίοn of Μαrrίαge
Μetαι1ίnoS's conνίctίοnS  cοncernίng mαrrίαge αre νery sίmίιαr

tο the  1οfty cοnceρt eχρressed by the αροstΙe  Ραυι.  Μαrriαge ίs
neίther  α  sοrt  οf  cαrnαι  eχchαnge  nοr  ίs  ίt  ίn  αny  wαy  Ιίκe  α
bυsίness trαnsαctίοn. Μαrrίαge ίs meαnt tο be the jοίnίng together
of twο Sου1s ίntο α dίνίne υnίοn to brίng αbουt the ρυrest and
hοΙίeSt tyρe οf Ιονe.

Τhe mαrrίαge bοnd ίs sαcred.  Ιt ίs αn ίιιυstrαtίοn, α cοnsυm-
mαtίοn, α brίngίng ίntΟ ρrαctίcαι reαιίzαtίοn οf the mystery οf
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the 1ονe οf Chrίst, reρresented by the mαn, fοr the chυrch,
reΡreSented by the wοmαn. Gοd wαnts reρrοdυctίοn οn the
hυmαn ΙeνeΙ οf the Ιονe Chrίst demοnstrαted when Ηe sανed
υs  ροοr  sίnners  by  α  sαιναtίοn  thαt  ίs  gΙΟrίουs  beyond
descrίρtίοn αnd wίιι Ιαst thrουghουt αιι etemίty.  Ηe wαnts
thiS Κίnd οf Ιονe reαffίrmed whether ίn α hονel, ίn α cοttαge,
οr ίn α ραιαce wίthίn twο heαrts, οne mαn αnd οne wοmαn.

Τhe fοΙ1οwίng cοnfessίοn shοws hίs sυρerhυmαn αsρίrαtίοn tο
reαch υρ tο heανen wίthουt Ιοsίng tουch wίth eαrth αs he sουght
tο trαnsfοrm hίs hυmαn rοmαntίc feeΙίngS ίntο the dίνίne, ίdeαι-
ίzed 1ονe he wαnted tο eχhίbίt αnd enjοy αs α Chrίstίαn hυsbαnd.
Τhίs cοnfessίοn wαs fουnd ίn hίs ρrίναte nοtes αnd ίs αddreSsed tο
hίs Ιίfe's comραnίοn.

Frοm the ναst tυrbυ1ent streαm οf ufe, Gοd'S hαnd brουght
the twο οf υs tο the stαge οf thίs ρresent world-thίs whίrΙίng
wοrld  where  ρeορΙe  encουnter  οne  αnοther  υnrecοgnίzed
αnd υnΚnοwn, eαch gοίng ίn α dίΗerent dίrectίοn-brουght
υs ίntο the self-sαme ραthwαy,  sο thαt we mίght meet αnd
hencefοrth  eνer wαικ tοgether.  Sο thαt we  mίght Sίng Ηίs
ρrαίses together ίn cΙΟseΙy Κnίt feΙΙΟwshίρ.  Sο thαt ουr ΙΟνe
αnd  deνοtίοn  mίght rίse  Ιίκe  ίncense  tο the  thrοne  οf ουr
etemα1 redeemer. Sο thαt ουr sουιs mίght be Ιίκe twο ΙyreS ίn
ρerfect hαrmοny, sουndίng fοrth ρrαίse αnd deνοtίοn tο Ηίm
whο Shed Ηίs bΙοοd thαt Ηe mίght redeem υs αnd mίght gίνe
ΗίmSeΙf tο υs αnd dweΙΙ wίthίn ουr Sουιs αnd becοme ουr hfe,
theνeryρυιseofΟυrbeίng.Ιnνίewοfαnthίs,weshαιιΙοοΚαt
eαch οther, αnd ουr heαrtS wm Ιeαρ fοr jοy. Ουr sουιs wίu be
ονernοwίng wίth Ιονe.

ΒesίdeS ίtS ethίcαι οr mοrα1 αsρect, mαrrίαge hαs α Ιess ΙοΠy bυt
necessαry  ρυrροSe-ίts  ρυreΙy  ρhysίcαι fυnctίοn.  Chίιd-beαrίng
ίnsυres the ρerρetυαtίοn οf the rαce.

Chίιdren αre ίn α νery reαι sense the materία1 thαt the Lοrd
wαnts υs tο mακe reαdy fοr Ηίm becαυse Ηe wαnts tο bυίιd
αn edίfίce ίn heανen-the greαt αnd bουndle.ss Κίngdοm οf
Ηeανen. Gοd needs men αnd wοmen fοr Ηίs Κίngdοm. Εαch
οne οf υs ίs α Sρίrίtυαι stοne, α bυίιdίng bΙοcΚ beίng ρreραred



9Ο . Κοstαs Μetαιιίhοs

by the ίmραrtαtίοn οf the Ιife αnd the Sρίrίt οf Chrίst tο be α
ραrt οf thαt greαt edίfίce αnd tο 1οοΚ υροn the fαce οf Gοd.

Sίnce  he  ΙοοΚed  αt  nfe  entίreΙy  ίn the hght οf the  Scrίρtυres,
ΜetαιιίnοS beΙίeνed thαt Gοd ίs the Οne whο SendS chί1dren ίntο
the fαmίιy.

ΜetαιιίnοS αιsο αdνοcαted Strίct αdherence tο the ίnstrυctίοns
fουnd ίn the Scrίρtυres regαrdίng reΙαtίοns between the hυsbαnd
αnd wίfe. Τhe creαtίοn οf the wοmαn frοm the rίb οf the mαn ίs οf
greαt Sίgnίfίcαnce αnd mυst receίνe ρrίmαry cοnsίderαtίοn. Ιn hίs
ρreαchίng, Μetαιιίnοs ρΙαced greαt emρhαsίs οn thίs.

Gοd dίdn't fοrm the wοmαn ουt οf the heαd οf the mαn,
becαυse Ηe dίdn't ίntend thαt she  shουιd gονem hίm αnd
mακe  hίm  sυbοrdίnαte  tο  her.  Νeίther dίd  Gοd creαte  the
wοmαn frοm the fοοt οf the mαn, becαυse Ηe dίdn't wαnt tο
gίνe the mαn the rίght tο ΚίcΚ her αnd tο steρ οn her.  Τhe
wοmαn hαs α clοse relαtίοnshίρ wίth the sίde οf the mαn; thαt
ίs, wίth hίs heαrt, hίs 1ονe.

Τhοse bοndS οf 1ονe αnd reSρect between hυsbαnd αnd wίfe αre
ίnίtίαted αnd mαίntαίned thrΟυgh mυtυαι sρίrίtυα1 cοntαct. Reαd-
ίng the Βίble dαί1y αnd ρrαyίng tοgether wίιι remίnd the hυsbαnd
αnd wίfe οf theίr dίνίnely αρροίnted relαdοnShίρ, Κeeρ reνίνίng
theίr ΗrSt 1ονe, ρreνent bίtter feeΙingS frοm αrίsίng, αnd cαυse the
dοmestίc enνίrοnment tο  embοdy dίνίne Ιίfe  αnd hοΙy αctίνίty.
Μetαιιίnοs cα11ed this sρίrίtυα1 eχρerίence α ``refreshenίng."

Βυt Μetαmnοs dίdn't stΟρ there. Αfter αdνοcαtίng the regυιαr
``refreShenίng"  of the mαrrίed Ιίfe,  he ρroceeded to sυggeSt the
``refreshenίng"  οf  the  mαrrίαge  ceremony.  ``Why  nοt  hανe  α
weddίng  αιι  ονer  αgαίn?"  he  wΟυ1d  αsΚ  the  memberS  οf  the
cοngregαtίοn.  ΗΟw  he wΟυιd hανe Ιίκed to  see  the  fαther αnd
mοther οf α Ιαrge fαmίιy reenαct theίr weddίng by mαrchίng αrm
ίn αrm 1ίκe α brίde αnd grοοm dοwn the αίsΙe οf the chυrch αnd υρ
tο  the  ρυιρίt,  cαstίng tender,  1ονίng  gΙαnceS  αt  eαch  οther  αnd
fΟΙ1οwed by hαιf α dοzen sοnS αnd dαυghters, whί1e the chοίr wαs
sίngίng αρρrορrίαte weddίng hymnS!

Μetα11ίnoS hαd no chίιdren οf hίs οwn. Βυt ίf he hαd decίded οn
sυch α  ``refreshenίng"  by the reenαctment οf hίs οwh weddίng
ceremοny, he wΟυ1d hανe been fο11οwed by α hοst οf bοys αnd
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yουng men, the chί1dren he hαd Ιονed, cαred fοr, αnd brουght υρ.

Ι  thαnΚ  Gοd  thαt  α1thΟυgh  Ηe  dίdn't  αctυα1Ιy  gίνe  υs  αny
chίιdren οf ουr οwn, neνertheΙess, my wίfe αnd Ι were gίνen
the  ΟΡΡΟrtυnίty  to  hανe  resροnsίbmty  fοr  α  nυmber  οf
chίιdren, αnd sο we cαn sαy thαt we hανe hαd mαny chί1dren,
yeS, α mυ1tίtυde οf chίιdren.



Cαstin8 αnd
Drαwίn8 the Νet

``Ενeryοne cαn't dο eνerythίng, bυt eαch οne mυst dο hίs οwn
jοb," Μetαuίnοs υsed tο sαy. Τhere cουιd be nο dουbt thαt

he hίmseΙf hαd been αρροίnted tο be α Ηsher οf sουιs. Wheneνer
he  wΟυ1d cαst hίs  eναngeΙίstίc net,  the wοrΚ οf the ΗοΙy Sρίrίt
becαme cιeαrΙy eνίdent. Whether ίt wαs ίn ρersοnα1 eναngeΙism οr
ίn α sermοn frοm the ρυιρίt, ίn α smαιι dίscυssίοn grουρ οr ίn α
ρυbΙίc dίscουrse,  regαrdΙess οf the methοd he υsed,  Μetαιιίnos
wουιd α1wαyS αρρrοαch the sουιs οf men wίth the wίsdοm αnd
the SΚίιι thαt the ραrtίcυ1αr cίrcυmstαnces cαιιed fοr.

Frοm the νery begίnnίng οf hίs cαreer αs α gονernment οfΗcίαι
Μetα11ίnos feΙt ίmρened tο cοmmυnίcαte the  sανίng messαge οf
the gοsρel tο hίs feΙΙοw wοrΚerS Ηrst. Μαny οf them were entίreΙy
ίndίΗerent wίth regαrd tο sρίrίtυαι mαtters.  Οthers were αntαgo-
nίstίc,  αnd stm οthers rίdίcυιed hίm αnd rαίιed αt hίm so mυch
thαt  he  feΙt  1ίκe  α  Sheeρ  ίn  the  mίdSt  οf  α  ραcΚ  οf  wο1νes.
ΝeνertheleSS, he hαd αn υnshακαble fαίth thαt hίs eΗοrts wουιd be
Sυccessfυ1. Ηe οften sαίd:

Αre  yου  αsΚίng  the  Lοrd  thαt  Sοmeοne  ίn whοm yου  αre
ίntereSted mίght be sανed? Κeeρ ρrαyίng fοr hίm αnd belίeνe
thαt  he  hαs  been  sανed,  eνen  thουgh  αs  yet  yου  see  no
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eνίdence whαteνer. ``Τhίs ίs the αttίtυde Ι wαnt yου tο hανe,"
sαyS  the Lοrd,  ``αnd 1eανe  the resυιts tο Μe.  FοΙΙοw theSe
SίmρΙe rυιeS αnd Ι wίι1 dο whαt needs tο be dοne,  hοweνer
greαt or dίHίcυιt ίt may seem."

Αnd Μetαιιίnοs dίd jυst thαt.  Ηe fοΙΙοwed the rυ1es.  Ηe Κeρt
ρrαyίng  fοr  hίs  cο11eαgυeS  αnd  belίeνed  thαt  the  Lοrd  wου1d
αnswer.

Ιt  ίs  nοt  sυψrίsίng,  hοweνer,  thαt  thίs  worΚ  ρrονed  tο  be
eχtremeΙy dίmcυ1t, αnd ίt wαs 1οng before he reα1ίzed thαt he hαd
tο υse  αιι  the  Chrίstίαn  ραtίence αnd  αιι the  sρίrίtυαι gίfts wίth
whίch the Lοrd hαd endοwed hίm.  Οf eνen greαter sίgnίfίcαnce
wαs the testίmony οf hίs ufe αs α Chrίstίαn αnd αs α ρυbΙίc Serναnt
οf the gονernment. Ηe wαs nοt fουnd ΙαcΚίng οn thίs ροίnt.

Α fοrmer cοΙΙeαgυe οf hίs relαted:

Μetαmnοs αιwαyS ρreferred tο sυΗer mαterίαι Ιοss οr eνen to
rυn the rίsΚ οf ΙοSίng the ρrestίge he hαd αs α high-rαnΚίng
gΟνernment emρΙοyee thαn to cαυse αny mίsυnderstαndίng
οr hανe αny αccυsαtiοn brουght αgαίnSt him. Ηe dίd eνery-
thίng he cου1d tο ρrοtect hίs gοοd Chrίstίαn testίmοny.

Fοr ίnStαnce, whί1e he wαs emρΙοyed ίn the Βυreαυ οf the
Μαnαgement οf the Ρυblίc Debt οf the Generαι Αccουntίng
ΟΗίce, there wαs greαt ίnterest αnd desίre οn the ραrt οf the
emρΙΟyees tΟ be αρροίnted to the commίssίοns thαt sυρer-
νίsed ραyment of cοmρensαtίοn to refυgees. Τhίs wαs υnder-
stαndαbΙe becαυse οf the sίze οf the cοmρenSαtίοnS thαt were
beίng  ραίd.  Μetαιιίnos  hαd  α  greαt  deαι  tο  sαy  αs  to  the
maΚeυρ οf the cοmmίssίοns, αnd nαtυrαny there wαs cοnsίd-
erαbΙe ρreSsυre ρυt οn hίm by cοΙ1eαgυes whο wαnted tο get
αρροίnted. ΑΙthουgh, by νίrtυe οf hίs ροsίtίοn αnd his rαnΚ,
Μetαι1ίnοs  cουιd  hανe  jυstΙy  cΙαίmed  α  ρΙαce  αs  α  νοtίng
member  οf οne  οf the  commίsSίοnS,  he  αρροίnted  hίmseΙf
secretαry αt α cοrresροndίngΙy smαμer comρensαtίοn,  sοme
οf whίch he shαred wίth hίs deρυty, whο, αs α mαtter οf fαct,
wαs better fίχed fίnαncία11y thαn ΜetαιιίnοS.

When Sοmeοne αsΚed why he αcted ίn thίs wαy, he reρΙίed,
``Iυst SΟ Ι wουιdn't offend αny of the οther men."

Ιn  Sρίte  οf  the  gοοd  testίmοny  οf  hίs  Ιίfe  αs  α  gονernment
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offίcία1,  ίn mοSt ίnStαnces the goSρel seed Μetαιιίnοs sοwed dίd
nοt beαr frυίt. Ιt drορρed tο the grουnd αnd thαt wαs the end οf ίt.
Sοme  οbνίουsΙy  feΙΙ  οn  rοcκy  grΟυnd  αnd  sοme  αmοng  the
thοrns.  Βυt the Seed thαt feΙΙ οn gοοd grουnd reαιιy bοre frυίt.
Τhοse whο were the fίrst to shοw αn ίntereSt αgreed tο meet ίn
ρrίναte  homes  fοr dίscυssίοn οn  Sρίrίtυαι mαtters  αnd  fοr ΒίbΙe
stυdy.  Αnd sο there wαs fοrmed α smαιι cίrcιe οf the Sρίritυαιιy-
mίnded, αnd Μetαιιίnοs Κeρt ίnνίtίng οthers tο jοίn the grουρ αnd
to tακe ραrt ίn the dίscυsSίοns.

Τhe  tορίcs  tακen  υρ  were  ναrίed,  αnd  there  wαs  nο  Sρecία1
ρrοcedυre fοΙΙΟwed dυrίng the dίscυsSίοnS, bυt wίth ραtίence αnd
tαct Μetαιιίnos wΟυιd see tο ίt thαt the thουghts of the ραrtίcί-
ραntS wουιd αιwαyS be dίrected tοwαrd the Τrυth thαt Sανes αnd
mακeS men free. Sometίmes thrουgh α SyStemαtίc ρresentαtίοn οf
the teαchίngs cοncernίng Sαιναtίοn thrουgh Chrίst αnd αt οther
tίmes thrουgh α detαί1ed Stυdy οf the gοsρeΙ οf Jοhn, he wουιd
cοnνey to hίs cΟΙΙeαgυes the meSSαge οf the ΙΟνe οf Gοd ίn αιι οf ίts
deρth αnd ροwer.

ΤhοSe who Shοwed α Sίncere zeαι fοr sρίrίtυα1 mαtters receίνed
sρecίαι αttentίοn frοm ΜetαιιίnοS. Ηe wουιd νίsίt them regυιαrΙy
ίn theίr οffίceS, ρresent them wίth α cορy οf the Νew ΤeStαment,
αnd wΟυ1d αdd theίr nαmeS tο hίs ρerSοnαι ρrαyer Ιist. ΑS α resυιt
οf the meetίngs, seνerαι Οf the gονernment wοrΚerS cαme tο see
the Lί8ht Οf the gΟSρeΙ.

Geοrge  Sορhrοnορου1οs,  α  fοrmer  cοΙ1eαgυe  οf ΜetαιιίnοS's
αnd Ιαter Fίnαnce Μίnίster, gανe thίs ρυbΙίc testίmοny οf hίs οwn
eχρerίence:

Dυrίng one οf the sessίοns οf ουr dίscυsSίοn grουρ, we reαd
the fίfth νerse οf the fίfteenth chαρter οf Jοhn, ``Ι αm the νίne,
ye αre the brαnches; Ηe thαt αbίdeth ίn me, αnd Ι ίn hίm, the
sαme brίngeth fοrth mυch frυίt;  fοr wίthουt me ye cαn dο
nοthίng.,,

Ι  αsΚed  Κοstαs  ΜetαιιίnοS,  ``Βυt  hοw  cουιd  thίs  eνer be
ροSSίble?"  Ηe  sαίd  tο  me,  "ΤhrΟυgh  ρrαyer,  thrουgh  the
gίνίng οf yουrSeΙf, thrουgh Κeeρίng cΙοse tο the Lοrd of Lίfe.
When yΟυ αsΚ Ηίm fοr thίs eχρerίence wίth αι1 yουr heαrt, Ηe
wί1Ι gίνe ίt to yΟυ,  yΟυ wί1Ι becοme α trυe belίeνer."

Αt  thαt  moment  sοmethίng  Ιίκe  αn  eΙ.ectric  cυrrent  went
thrουgh me from the tορ οf my heαd tο the SοΙes of my feet,
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αnd ίn αn ίnStαnt Ι becαme α belίeνer. Αt thαt νery mοment Ι
feΙt  the  genυίne  jοy  οf  ροSsesSίng  the  treαsυre  thαt  ]eSυs
Chrίst ρrονίdes fοr υs.  Frοm thαt ίnstαnt Ι υnderstοοd the
mαgnίtυde αnd the deρth οf the 1ονe οf the Lοrd.

Βαsίι  Βeretsοs,  Dίrectοr  οf  the  Μίnίstry  οf  Fοreίgn  Αffαίrs,
testίfίed ρυblίcly:

Ι ρrαίse the Lοrd whο υsed Μetα1Ιίnοs αs αn ίnStrυment ίn Ηίs
hαnds,  αs the meαns tο brίng me tο the Κnοwledge οf the
Τrυth whίch hαs mαde me free. Τhίs brοther neνer cοnSίdered
αny effοrt tοο greαt αnd neνer hesίtαted tο υse eχtrαοrdίnαry
methοds when ίt cαme tο wίnnίng α Sουι αnd Ιeαdίng ίt tο the
wαy οf Sα1ναtίοn thrουgh Chrίst.

Sίmίιαr  ρυblίc  testίmonίes  were  gίνen by  seνerαι  fomer  cοΙ-
ΙeαgυeS οf ΚΟStαs Μetαιιίnοs.

Fίιιed wίth enthυsίαsm ονer hίs sυcceSS, Μetαιιίnοs detemίned
tο  tακe  αdναntαge  οf  eνery  ορροrtυnίty.  Ηe  nαmed  the  new
sρίrίtυαι mΟνement ``Cίνίι Serναnts ΙnνesΗgαtίng the ναιίdίty οf
Chrίstίαn ΒeΙίefs,"  αnd αt the Sαme tίme he mαde αrrαngementS
fοr α serίes of Ιectυres ίn ρυblίc αυdίtοrίυms οn sυbjects 1αrgeΙy
cοncemed  wίth  the  defenSe  οf  the  Chrίstίαn  fαίth.  Ηe  αιwαys
αttemρted tο reαch the ίnteΙΙίgentsία,  the more cυιtυred clαss of
the  ρορυ1αtίοn,  wίth  these  1ectυres,   αnd  he  wαs  sυcceSsfυ1.
LectυreS on sυbjectS 1ίκe ``Τhrουgh Scίence tο Gοd," ``Τhe Ροsί-
tίοn οf the Cοntemροrαry ScίentiSt Cοncemίng the Ρersοnαιίty οf
TeSυs  Chrίst,"  ``Αn  Ουtlίne  Stυdy  οf the  Sου1,"  αnd  οtherS  οn
Sίmίιαr   SυbjectS   αttrαcted   the   ίnterest   οf  α   1αrge   nυmber   οf
ίnteΙΙectυαιs.

Μr. Ραραthαnαsίs, whο wαs Fίnαnce Μίnίster αt the tίme, sent
dίrectίνes tΟ αιι emρΙοyees υnder hίs jυrίsdίctίοn tο Κeeρ υρ wίth
Μetα11ίnοs's  Ιectυres,  ``becαυse  they  serνe  tο  rαίse  the  1eνeΙ  οf
thίnΚίng οf gονernment emρΙοyees." Αnd αnοther cαbίnet mem-
ber, Μr. Lοberdοs, eνen more enthυsίαstίc cοncernίng this wοrΚ
αmοng the gονernment emρΙοyees, thουght thαt ίt wουιd hανe α
Sαιυtαry eΗect οn the whο1e cουntry.

Sίnce  eνerythίng  seemed  tο  be   gοίng  sο  weΙΙ,   Μetαιιίnos
ρrοceeded tο tακe αnοther steρ fοrwαrd. Αctίng gs α reρresentα-
tίνe οf the cΙυb, he sυbmίtted α reqυeSt tο the gονemment tο hανe
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Μetα|Ιίnοs  αt  hίs  desΚ  αs  Dίrectοr  οf
Gονernment Οffίce οf Αccουntίng

the fοrmer Ραrlίαment bυί1d-
ίng mαde αναίιαbΙe fοr ρυblίc
ΙectυreS, tο whίch αdmίssίοn
wΟυιd  be  entίreΙy  free.  Ρer-
mίssίοn    wαs     ίmmedίαtely
grαnted, αnd fοr αbουt three
yeαrs-frοm the  fαιι οf  1935
tο   the   sυmmer   of   1938-
twίce eνery weeΚ, 1αrge αυdί-
enceS cαme tο heαr frΟm the
rοstrυm οf the fοrmer chαm-
ber  οf the  GreeΚ ΡαrΙίαment
trυths  cοncemίng  sα1ναtiοn
thrουgh Chrίst.

Ιn  Ιαter  yeαrs,  dυrίng  the
herοίc strυggΙe οf the GreeΚ
ΡeΟΡΙe  αgαίnst  Fαscίst  Ιtαιy,

Μetα11ίnοs wαs αssίgned tίme οn αn Αthens rαdίο tο brοαdcαst
tα1ΚS ίntended tο strengthen the mοrαιe οf the cίνίιίαn ρορυιαtίοn.
Αt the Sαme tίme the gονernment ρυbΙίshίng bυreαυ ρrίnted free
οf chαrge ραmρhΙetS by Μetα1ΙίnοS thαt were dίstrίbυted by the
thουsαndS tο the SοΙdίers αt the frοnt.

Τhe  Gονernment  Εmρ1οyees'  CΙυb  wαs  the  ίdeαι  meαns  by
whίch  the  cιeαr,   sουι-sανίng  trυths  οf  the   gοsρeΙ  mίght  be
brοαdcαst tο αιι Strαtα οf the ρορυ1αtίοn αnd tΟυch αιι ρhαses οf
the  Ιίfe  οf  the  nαtίοn.   ΑS  Μr.   Sορhrοnορου1οS,  the  fοrmer
Μίnίster οf Fίnαnce, αρtΙy ρυt ίt, ''Μetαιιίnοs wαs αn ίnstrυment
Gοd υsed tο helρ Greece ίn her tίme οf need."

18 Lycυrgυs Street

Τhe whοΙe sρίrίtυαι mονement tΟοΚ οn αn entίreΙy new fοrm
αnd receίνed new 1ίfe when the cοngregαtίοn mονed frοm Μetαι1ί-
nοs's hουse αt 24 Οrρheυs Street ίntο ίts fίrSt hουse of worShίρ, α
gοοd-sίzed  αυdίtοrίυm αt  18 Lycυrgυs  Street.  Τhίs οccυrred  οn
Febrυαry  7,  1939.  Τhe new hαιι hαd α seαtίng cαραcίty οf αbουt
three hυηdred, αnd ίn Sρίte οf the dίsαdναntαge of beίng Ιοcαted
οn the terrαce of the bυίιdίng-Seνenty-twο SteρS frΟm the Street
Ιeνel-the congregαtίοn wαs fυι1y αsSυred thαt the Lοrd hαd Ιed
them there.
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Τhe  new  ραrΙίαment  bυί|dίng  where  Μetαιιίnοs  ρreαched  dυrίng  wοrld
War  Ι1

Ιn  οrder  tο  ίnfοrm  the  generαι  ρυbΙίc  οf  the  new  Ιοcαtίοn,
Μetαιιίnοs   trαnsferred  hίs  Ιectυres   frοm  the   Ο1d  ΡαrΙίαment
Chαmber to 18 Lycυrgυs Street, αnd αt the Sαme tίme he ίncreαsed
the nυmber of meetίngS of the chυrch tο fίνe ρer weeΚ.  Ιn thίs
wαy, the tοtαι ρrοgrαm wαs brοαdened αnd enrίched. ΒeSίdes the
ρορυιαr  ΙectυreS  ίn  the  αreα  οf  αρο1οgetίcs  there  were  αιsο
eναngeΙίstίc SermοnS, tαικs οn the enrίchment οf the sρίrίtυαι Ιίfe,
αnd ρrαyer meetίn8s.

Ιn Οctober 1940, wαr wαs decΙαred αgαίnst Greece.  Ιn Αρrί1 οf
the  fο1Ιοwίng yeαr,  enemy trοορS  ίnναded  the  cουntry to  tακe
contrοΙ, tο Κί1Ι, αnd tο deναstαte. Τhe ρορυ1αtίοn wαs terrίfίed. ΑS
α resυιt οf thίs drαmαtίc αnd trαgίc tυrn οf eνentS eνeryοne Sουght
the Ρrοtectίοn αnd the mercy οf Gοd.

Τhe cίrcυmStαnces mαde this α ρrορίtίουs tίme fοr the terrίfίed
Ρορυιαce tο heαr the cοmfοrtίng mesSαge οf the gοSρel. Reίnfοrc-
ίng hίs dynαmίc wοrds wίth α stίrrίng delίνery, Μetα1ΙίnοS begαn
to  eΧρress  from  the  ρυιρίt  Gοd's `dίssαtίsfαctίοn  wίth  men's
ίngrαtίtυde αnd theίr rebeΙΙίουs αttίtυde.  Ηίs fανοrίte teχt αt thαt
tίme wαs frοm the ρrορhet ΙSαίαh:  ``Τhe οχ Κnοweth hίs οwner,
αnd the αsS hίs mαster's crίb; bυt Ιsrαel dοth not Κnοw, my ρeΟρ1e
dοth nοt cοnsίder"  (Ιsαίαh 1:3).

Βυt fοr αιι thαt, Gοd ίnνίteS thοse who hανe rebelΙed tο become
reconcίιed οnce αgαίn. Ηe wαntS tο mακe αιιοwαnceS fοr them, tο
ονerΙοοΚ the ραst αnd tο fοrgίνe them freeΙy. ``Cοme now αnd 1et
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υs  reαsοn  tοgether,  sαίth  the  LΟRD:  thουgh  yουr  sίnS  be  αs
scαrlet,  they shαι1 be αs whίte αs Snοw" (Ιsαίαh 1:18).

``Gοd ίs Sendίng jυdgment υροn the nαtίοnS αnd ρeορ1eS οf the

eαrth. Let υs reρent οf ουr eνίι deeds thαt we mίght eScαρe frοm
the  wrαth  οf Gοd,  Ιίκe  hα1f-bυmed brαndS whίch αre  snαtched
frοm the fίre," ρreαched Μetαι1ίnοs.  Τhe αυdίences receίνed the
messαge  Ιίκe  α  ρrecίουs  heαιίng  bαιm.   Τhe  αυdίtorίυm  αt  18
Lycυrgυs  Street wαs jαmmed  dαy  αfter  dαy.  Τhe  crοwds  ονer-
nοwed οnto the StαίrS αnd the roof terrαce of the bυίιdίng. Sοme
οf the ρeΟρ1e crοwded αrουnd the bαse of the ρυ1ρίt, αιmοSt αt the
sρeακer's feet, ΙοοΚίng υρ αt him αs thουgh they were wαίtίng to
drίnΚ ίn eνery wοrd thαt feΙΙ from hίs Ιίρs. Τhe Wοrd of the Lοrd
wοrΚed mίghtί1y dυrίng thίs ρerίοd.  Εαch Sυndαy new cοnνertS
wαnted  to  jοίn  the  chυrch.  Τhose  whο  hαd  grοwn  cοΙd  wίth
regαrd tο theίr fαith nοw senSed α new, fίery zeαι wίthίn them;
whίιe οtherS, wίth teαrS ίn their eyes, crίed υntο Gοd αsΚίng Ηίm
tο cιeαnSe them ``frοm αιι fί1thίness οf the nesh αnd Sρίrίt."

Sυddenly more trΟυbΙe cαme.  Οn α Sυndαy mοrnίng ίn ]υ1y
1941, αn Ιtαιίαn offίcer αρρeαred wίth αn οfΗcίαι οrder thαt the hαιι
hαd tο be ναcαted ίmmedίαteΙy becαυse α mίιίtαry υnit wαs gοίng
tο tακe υρ ίts qυαrterS there thαt Sαme dαy. Τhey were gίνen jυst
twο hουrS tο ναcαte the ρremίses.

Τhe ρeορΙe 1eft αt οnce, stυnned αnd crestfα1Ιen, theίr heαrts αs
emρty αs the hαι1 they hαd jυst ναcαted. When ΜetαιιίnοS αrrίνed
thαt mοrnίng tο  ρreαch hίs  Sermοn,  he wαs  stαrtΙed  to  see  the
members  οf the  congregαtίοn  hυrrίedΙy cαrryίng chαίrs,  bΟοΚs,
αnd  fυrnίtυre  dοwn tο  the  street.  When  he  Ιeαmed  whαt hαd
hαρρened,  ίt wαs  αs thουgh  α  Sword  hαd  ρίerced hίs  sου1.  Ηe
clίmbed the mαny SteρS υρ to the hαιι wίth α heανy heαrt, gανe
Sοme ίnstrυctίοnS αs to the ρrορer dίsροSίtίοn οf the fυrnίtυre,
αnd trίed tο cοmfοrt the memberS of the congregαtίοn. ``Dοn't feeΙ
bαd thαt we hανe been eνίcted; ίt wίιι αιι tυrn ουt tο be fοr the
g1οry οf Gοd," he αssυred them. Τhen he cαst α nοStαιgίc gΙαnce
αrΟυnd the αυdίtοrίυm αnd wα1Κed αwαy. Αs he wαs gοίng dοwn
the StαίrS,  hίs eyes were brίmmίng wίth teαrS.

Τhose whο hαd cοme fοr the Serνίce thαt mornίng were ίn no
hυrry tο dίsρerSe αnd gο hοme. Τhey remαίned crθwded tοgether
αt the entrαnce  of the bυίιdίng,  wαtchίng the Ιtαιίαn οffίcer αnd
nοt Sαyίng α word,  bυt gαzίng αt hίm wίth α  ρΙαίntίνe 1oοΚ,  1ίκe
bίrds ΙοοΚίng on whίιe α Snακe ίs teαrίng υρ theίr nest.
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Α]Ι wondered why the Lοrd cΟυιd ροssίbΙy hανe Ρemίtted the
deνίι  tο  ρerρetrαte  thίs  eνίι  deed.   Τheίr  rίddΙe  wαs  SοΙνed,
hοweνer,  α νery Shοrt tίme 1αter.  Ιnght οn the heeΙs οf Sαtαn'S
mαchίnαtίοns,  the  ρΙαn  thαt  Gοd,  ίn  Ηίs  wίsdοm,  hαd  fοreοr-
dαίned begαn tο υnfοΙd. Ιt Seems thαt the mοst ίmροrtαnt wοrΚ οf
Gοd ίs tο mαnίρυιαte thίngs Sο thαt eνen the greαtest eνί1 cαn be
cαυsed tο wοrΚ fοr the ρersοnαι beneΗt οf sοme οf Ηίs οwn οr fοr
the beSt ίntereSt οf Ηίs chυrch.

Τhe cοngregαtίοn dίd nοt remαίn wίthουt α hοme fοr 1οng. Τhαt
νery sαme weeΚ Μetαιιίnοs begαn tο dίscern the sίgns οf Gοd's
Ιeαdίng.  Αs  αn  οΗίcία1 reρreSentαtίνe  οf the  ``Gονemment Εm-
ρ1οyees CΙυb" he ρreραred αnd ρersοnαιιy ρresented αt the ΟfΗce
οf  the  Ρrίme  Μίnίster  α  ρetίtίοn  thαt  cοntαίned  the  reqυest,
``.  .  . thαt yου wίιι be  ρΙeαsed tο  ρemίt the υse οf the Ηαιι οf

ΡαrΙiαment  ίn  the   `ΟΙd  Ραιαce'-whίch  ίs  nοt  beίng  υsed  αt
ρresent-fοr α serίes of Ιectυres ίn whίch the Ιαdίes αnd gentle-
men οf Αthenίαn Sοcίety wm Ηnd freShness οf Sρίrίt,  Chrίstίαn
cοmfοrt, αnd gυίdαnce thαt wίn ρrονe οf beneΗt tο ουr cοmmυnί-
ty αnd ουr cουntry.„

Τhe  ρetίtίοn wαs  αρρrονed  οn  Αυgυst 4,  1941.  Τhe  ΙectυreS
begαn  ίmmedίαteΙy,  αnd  greαt  crοwdS  were  αttrαcted  tο  them.
Τhey were frοm α11 cΙαsSes οf Sοcίety αnd οf α1Ι edυcαtίοnα1 ΙeνeΙs:
the  resίdent  οf  the  ο1d  ρeορΙe'S  hοme  wαs  there,  αnd  the
well-tο-dο bυsίness mαn; the dοοrΚeeρer οf οne οf the Μίnίstrίes
as welΙ αs ίts dίrectοr; the dοctοr, the ίιιίterαte οΙd wοmαn, αnd the
ρrοfessοr; α νerίtαbΙe mosαίc of Ιίsteners who hαd onΙy οne thίng
ίn commοn-the bυmίng desίre to heαr the sΟυι-sανίng messαge
οf the gοsρeΙ frοm the Ιίρs οf ΚοStαs Μetαιιίnοs.

Ιt wαs νery eνίdent thαt Gοd ίn Ηίs ρrονίdence hαd αrrαnged tο
hανe Ηίs meSsαge heαrd by the mαsseS υnder ίdeα1 cοndίtίοnS.
Τhe  Ηαι1  οf  ΡαrΙίαment  wαs  sραcίουs  αnd  αttrαctίνe  αnd  hαd
cοmfοrtαble Seαts. Ιt wαs centrαιιy Ιοcαted, sο wαs reαdίιy αccessί-
bΙe frοm α11 ραrtS οf ΑthenS. Fυrthemοre, sίnce the mαjorίty of
the ΡeΟρΙe were υnemρ1οyed becαυse οf the wαr αnd free οf theίr
nοrmαι νοcαtίοnαι resροnSίbnίtίeS, they hαd ρΙenty οf 1eίsυre tίme
tο deνοte tο sρίrίtυα1 mαtters.  Οn the οther hαnd, the cοnstαnt
feαrS αnd dαngers brουght οn by the wαr cαυsed mαny tο drαw
closer to GΟd.

Reαιizίng  the  υnίqυe  ορροrtυnίtίeS  thαt  the  υnυsυαι  cίrcυm-
stαnces  ρreSented,  Μetαιιίnοs  ρreαched  tίreleSsιy  frοm the  rοS-
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trυm οf the Νew ΡαrΙίαment Chαmbers three tίmes α weeΚ fοr
three  αnd α  hαιf yeαrS.  Τhe  tορίcs he  tοοΚ υρ  cονered α  wίde
rαnge. Οne dαy he wουιd sρeακ οn the sουι αnd the eνίdences οf
ίtS eχίstence, αnd αnother dαy οn mαrrίαge αnd the fαmίιy. Ιn οne
dίscουrse  he mίght be  αttαcΚίng Dαrwίn's theοry οf eνοιυtίοn,
whίιe οn the νery neχt he wΟυιd eχρΙαίn the teαchίng οf οne οf the
ραrαbles of ουr Lοrd. Οr ρerhαρs οne οf hίs tαικs mίght hανe been
οn  the  errors  οf  Sρίrίtυαιίsm,  whί1e  ίn  the  neχt  he  mίght  be
eχρουndίng Gοd's ρΙαn fοr the sαιναtίοn οf mαn. SοmetίmeS, αs α
mαthemαtίcίαn αnd scίentίst, he wουιd cαιι οn hίs αυdίence tο ΙοοΚ
υρ to the heανens αnd cοnsίder the ρerfect hαrmοny ίn the Ιαws οf
the mαterίαι υnίνerse; whίιe αt οther tίmes,  αs α theοΙοgίαn,  he
wουιd brίng them bαcΚ tο eαrth αnd hανe them ΙοοΚ dοwn ίntο the
Secret deρths οf the hυmαn heαrt.

Βυt regαrdΙeSs οf hίs tορίc, Μetαιιίnοs neνer fαίιed tο brίng ίntο
eαch dίscουrse the bαsίc trυthS οf the gοSρeΙ; the Ιονe οf Gοd fοr
the Sίnner, mαn's need οf α new bίrth, Sαιναtίοn thrουgh ρersοnαι
fαίth ίn the redeemίng wοrΚ οf Chrίst. Ιf we wαnt the bΙesSίngs οf
the LΟrd,  then the gοsρel mυst be ίncΙυded ίn eνery messαge.
Ουr mίssίοn ίs eναngeΙίsm.  ΑΙΙ weeΚ we Shουιd ρrαy thαt Gοd
wm ΡreΡαre Sουιs.

Τhίs wαs the fίrst tίme ίn the hίstοry οf the GreeΚ nαtίοn thαt
the  meSSαge  οf  the  gοsρeΙ  wαs  heαrd  ίn  αιι  ίts  sίmρΗcίty  αnd
ροwer, by sυch mυ1tίtυdes οf ρeορΙe, ονer sυch α 1οng ρerίοd οf
tίme,  αnd wίth sυch brίιιίαnt resυιts.

Dυrίng  these  Ιectυres  the  whο1e  αtmοsρhere  tοοΚ  οn  the
chαrαcter οf α sρίrίtυαι feαst. Τhe αυdίences neνer got theίr fίι1 οf
wαtchίng the Lοrd's gίfted ``Ηsher οf men" cαstίng hίs gοsρeΙ nets
υnder the dίrectίοn οf the ΗοΙy Sρίrίt,  ίntο the seα οf sουιs α11
αbουt hίm.

ΤhΟυsαndS οf ρeΟρΙe heαrd αnd υnderstοοd the ρ1αn οf sαινα-
tίοn, αnd α 1αrge nυmber οf new beΙίeνerS, ίnclυdίng ρrοfessοrs,
dοctors,  Ιαwyers,  αnd  hίgh-rαnΚίng  ρυbΙίc  serναnts,  jΟίned  the
chυrch.

Βy Μαrch 1944,  the tίdes οf wαr hαd tυrned,  αnd the Ιtαιίαns
fουnd ίt necessαry tο ναcαte 18 Lycυrgυs Street. Right αfter thαt,
the enemy οccυραtίοn οf Grecce cαme tο αn end, αnd the Ηα1Ι οf
ΡαrΙίαment hαd tο be tυrned bαcΚ tο the gονemment. Τhαt ρhαse
οf  Gοd's  wοrΚ  wαs  nοw  Ηnίshed.  Αnd  sο  the  cοngregαtίοn
retυmed  tο  ίtS  οΙd  hοme-18  Lycυrgυs  Street.  Τhey  retυrned
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hαρρy αnd cοntented αs sοΙdίers whο αre retυmίng Ιοαded wίth
the Sροίιs οf α sυccessfυι cαmραίgn.

Dυrίng  the  mοnthS  thαt  fοΙΙοwed,  18  Lycυrgυs  Street wαs  α
gοdsend.  Ιt becαme α ρΙαce οf refυge where men αnd wοmen,
weακened frοm mαny hαrdshίρs αnd Ιeft wίth ρrαctίcα1Ιy nοthίng,
fουnd  the  cουrαge  tο  sίng hymnS  οf ρrαίse  αnd tο  smίιe  οnce
αgαίn. ΑΙΙ οf the fαίthfυι cαme tο eνery Serνίce, eνen thουgh αs α
reSυιt οf the wαr there were nο meαns οf trαnsροrtαtίοn αναίιαbΙe.
Τhey jυst cαme οn fοοt,  whether they Ηνed neαr οr fαr αwαy.
Sοme were redυced tο sΚίn αnd bοneS frοm 1αcΚ οf fοοd; sοme
were αιmοst υnrecοgnίzαbΙe becαυse οf α ρυΗίneSs brουght οn by
ΙαcΚ οf νίtαmίns; οthers hαd hαggαrd fαces αnd sυnΚen cheeΚs αs α
resυιt οf αιι sοrts οf hαrdshίρs sυΗered dυrίng the wαr. Sοme hαd
nοt recονered frοm the terrοrs οf bΙοcΚαdes αnd οf mαss eχecυ-
tίοns; stί1Ι οthers were ίn frοm hανίng eαten cοntαmίnαted fοοd.
Βυt  they  cαmeήιι  οn  fοοt-sοme  οn crυtcheS,  sοme  Ιeαnίng
heανίιy  οn  cαnes,  sοme  Ιeαnίng  fοr  sυρροrt  οn  the  sίdes  οf
bυί1dίngs. When they reαched 18 Lycυrgυs Street αfter whαt wαs
ίn  mαny  cαses  α  tίresοme,  αgοnίzίng jουrney  they  stίιι  hαd  tο
mαnαge the seνenty-twο steρs tο the tορ οf the bυί1dίng.  Τhey
cΙίmbed eνer sο sΙοwιy, οne dίfΗcυιt Steρ αfter αnοther, υrged οn
by theίr eαgerneSS tο reαch the αυdίtοrίυm οn the rΟοf Sο thαt
theίr sουιs mίght be bΙessed by the sweet sρίrίtυα1 refreshίng they
were sυre Gοd wουιd ρουr ουt υροn them there,  eSρecίαι1y αt
theίr ρrαyer meetίngs αnd dυrίng the οbserναnce οf the Lοrd's
Sυρρer.

Μetαι1ίnοs αs αn Αυthοr
Αnοther  αsρect  οf ΜetαιιίnοS'S  eναngeΙίstίc  mίnίstry  wαs  hίs

υse  οf the ρrίnted ραge.  υnfοrtυnαteΙy,  wrίtίng fοr ρυbΙίcαtίοn
wαs nοt eαsy fοr hίm. Ηe wαs α reαdy Sρeακer, bυt α rαther sΙοw
wrίter. Ηe wου1d οften sρend hουrs ίn deeρ mentαι cοncentrαtίοn
ίn οrder tο ρrοdυce οne ραge οf mαterία1 thαt he felt tο be wοrthy
οf  ρυbΙίcαtίοn.  Sοmetίmes,  ίn  fαct,  αfter  mαny  tοίιsοme  hουrS
wίth ΙίttΙe  or nο ρrοgress,  he wουιd get υρ frοm hίs chαίr αnd
eχρΙαίn thαt he jυst wαsn't αbΙe tο ρrοdυce α brαίn-chίιd thαt dαy.
Ηίs  frίendS  wου1d  often  teαse  hίm  αbουt  mακίng  Sυch  sΙοw
ρrοgress  ίn  cοmρίιίng  hίs  ``ΑnαιySίs  οf  the  ΕρίstΙe  tο  the  Rο-
mαns,"  αnd by  wαy  οf eχρ1αίnίng  the  ρrοfουnd  nαtυre  οf the
themeS he wαs wrίtίng οn, he wουιd reρΙy, ``Α rαbbίt gίνes bίrth
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to her offsρrίng αfter οnΙy three mοnths, bυt ίn the cαse οf the
eleρhαnt ίt tακeS twο yeαrs."

Ηe  tΟοΚ  greαt  ραίnS  tο  wrίte  dοwn  hίs  ίdeαs  Sο  cιeαrΙy  thαt
eνeryοne cουιd υnderstαnd them reαdίιy. Ιn οrder tο be certαίn οn
this ροίnt he αnd Sοme frίends wου1d gο ονer whαt he hαd written
αnd wουιd dίscυss dίΗίcυιt ροrtίοnS. Ηe wουιd eνen reαd sοme οf
hίs mαnυscrίρts tο the hουsemαίd, α gίrΙ whο hαdn't gοne beyοnd
eΙementαry schοοΙ, αnd then he wου1d αsΚ her tο teΙΙ hίm whαt
there wαs thαt she cουιdn't υnderstαnd.

ΜetαιιίnοS  wουιd αιwαyS  ρrαy befοre he  tοοΚ υρ  hίs  ρen tο
wrίte. Ηe cαιιed on Chrίst tΟ ίnsρίre hίm sο thαt hίs wrίtίng mίght
be ``αs eΗectυα1 αs Dανίd's ΙίttΙe ρebble."

Τhe chίef αίm of the Chrίstίαn αυthοr Shουιd nοt be tο ΙοοΚ
wίthίn hίmseΙf tο fίnd trυths αnd tο dίscονer the beSt wαy tο
eΧΡΟυnd them, bυt tο see, tο heαr frοm heανen sο thαt whαt
he  wrίtes  mίght be  Chrίst-ίnsρίred.  Οf tremendουs sίgnίά-
cαnce ίs thίs mαtter οf the fουntαίn-heαd, the trυe sουrce οf
Ουr wrίtίng.  Where  dίd  the wοrds we wαnt tο send  fοrth
reα1Ιy οrίgίnαte? Ιf mereΙy frοm ουr οwn ego, they wίιι beαr
nο frυίt.  Βυt ίf they cοme frοm Chrίst they wίιι tακe rοοt ίn
men'S  Sου1S αnd wίιι beαr frυίt becαυse the ΗοΙy Sρίrίt wί1Ι
confίrm them.  Ιt ίs αιι α  mαtter of the ίnner αttίtυde of the
Chrίstίαn  wrίter.  ΑS  he  wrίteS,  the  trυe  beΙίeνer  mυst  be
cοnstαntΙy αnd sίncereΙy entreαtίng Chrίst tο gίνe hίm sοme
ίnsίght  ίntο  Ηίs  ``treαsυres  of wίsdοm  αnd  Κnowιedge"  so
thαt whαt he wrίteS wm be tο Ηίs gΙΟry αnd tο the gΙοry οf the
Fαther.

Μetαι1ίnοs's wrίtten wοrΚS α1Ι beαr sοme dίstίnctίνe αnd dίstίn-
gυίshίng  chαrαcterίstίcs.  Βοth  the  ίdeαs  he  ρreSented  αnd  the
dίctίοn αnd style he emρ1οyed reΠect Sοmethίng οf hίs ρerSοnαιi-
ty. Ιn hίs wrίtίng he neνer trίed tο fο1Ιοw the cοmmοnΙy αcceρted
rυιes  αnd  Stαndαrds  οf  cοrrect  Ιiterαry  fοrm.  Ηe  αdorned  hίs
SentenceS freely,  fΟΙ1οwίng hίs οwn whίmS,  ίn Κeeρίng wίth the
trυths he wαs tryίng tο cοnνey. Τrυths he ίntended tο αρρeαι to
the  ίnteΙΙect  were  cαrefυιιy  fοrmυιαted  wίth  scίentίfίc  αccυrαcy
αnd  cΙοthed  ίn  beαυtίfυ1,   dynαmίc,   SchοΙαrΙy  GreeΚ,   whereαs
thοSe dίrected tο the heαrt were ρresented ίn demοtίc GreeΚ (the
Ιαngυαge of the cοmmοn ρeορ1e) αnd ίn α StyΙe mαrΚed by Strong
emotίοn, Sίncerely αnd fοrcefυιιy eχρreSsed. Ιn whαteνer StyΙe he
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mίght be wrίtίng, hοweνer, αnd whαteνer the sυbject he mίght be
ρυrsυίng,  hίs  υnυsυαι  tαιent  for  sίmρΙίfyίng  the  dίΗίcυ1t  αnd
ρresentίng the gίst οf mαtterS Ιοng αnd ίnνοινed ίs eνίdent ίn αιι
thαt he wrοte.

Ί7ίe WorΚ ο/ c#r!.sf (1922) ίs hίs trαnSΙαtίοn frοm the French οf α
worκ οf Frederίc Gοdet.

Τhe  French  Αcαdemy  οf  Scίence  αnd  the  ReΙαtίοn  οf  ReΙίgίοn  αnd
sCΖ'eπCe  (1932)  ίs  the  tίtΙe  οf  α  bοοΚ  trαnsΙαted  ίntο  GreeΚ  by
Μetαιιίnοs  thαt  cοntαίnS  the  νίewS  οf  members  οf  the  French
Αcαdemy.

Ππ ΡrώJe7π ο/ fhe Βι.Ζ7Je (1933) ίs α defenSe of the ίnSρίrαtίοn αnd
αυthοrίty οf the Βίble wrίtten esρecίαιιy fοr Ιαymen. Ιn thίs stυdy,
οf whίch there wαs αιsο α Secοnd edίtίοn, ΜetαιιίnοS fίrst deνeΙ-
Ορed Sοme οf hίs ίdeαs αs tο Gοd's methοd οf cοmmυnίcαtίng αnd
deαιίng wίth men αnd then dίscυssed hίs mαίn theme, the ρrΟοf
οf the dίνίne οrίgίn οf the ΒίbΙe.

Fοr  Seνerαι  yeαrs  Μetαιιίnοs  hαd been  mακίng  nοtes  οn  the
ρrορhetic ραsSαge ίn DαnίeΙ (9:25-27), whίch reΙαtes to the tίme οf
the fίrst cοmίng οf Chrίst.  Απ Απεαzί.πg ΡrφjιeCy cο7ιcerπί.πg c#rί.sf
(1945)  deαιs  wίth  thίs  trυιy  remαrΚαbΙe  ρrορhetίc  ραssαge  αnd
shοws ίt tο be chrοnο1οgίcαιιy αccυrαte ίn ίts fυmΙΙment.  Ιt ίs αn
αροιοgetίc stυdy thαt fίrmΙy estαbΙίsheS the trυstwοrthίness αnd
the αυthοrίty οf the ρrορhetίc Wοrd.

Αn  Ιnvestίgαtίοn οf the  Cοnfessίοnα1 αnd οf the  Fοrgίveness οf  Sίns
(1949) ίs cοmρΙeteΙy dοctrίnα1 ίn chαrαcter.

Νοw we come tο the wοrΚ thαt Μetαιιίnοs hαd set hίs heαrt οn,
the  οne  he  hαd  dreαmed  αnd  ρrαyed  αbουt,  hίs  Α7τΩJyS!.s  o/ fhe
ΕρίstΙe tο the Rοmαns (1949).

Ηe ρΙαnned tο ρυbΙίsh thίs ίn Sίχ νο1υmeS whίch, αs he ρυt ίt,
``wου1d contαίn the resυιts οf forty yeαrs οf Stυdy αnd tοί1." Ιt wαs

α Ρroject ΡΙαnned on α Ιαrge scαιe bυt neνer comρΙeted. Μetαιιίnos
wαs αbΙe tο fίnίsh οnΙy the ΗrSt οf the Sίχ νοιυmes befοre he wαs
cαι1ed αwαy frοm thίs eαrthΙy Ιίfe.

Τhe so-cα11ed ``scίentίfίc" concΙυsίοns of υnbeΙίeνers αre nοt the
οnΙy fαctοrs thαt tend'tο destrοy Chrίstίαn fαίth αnd hορe. Εqυα1Ιy
dαmαgίng  αre  the  dogmαtίc  αbSυrdίtίes  οf thοSe  who  reαd  the
ΒίbΙe  bυt  αre  bΙίnded  by  theίr  οwn  ρreconceίνed  nοtίοns  αnd
ρrejυdίces.  ΜetαιιίnοS  brουght  thαt  ουt  ίn  α  bΟοΚ entitled  Πκ
Cοntrοversy Cοncernίng the Sουι.

ΑΙthουgh αt fίrst hίs sρecίfίc ρυrροse ίn thίs stυdy hαd been ``tο
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cουnterαct the errors οf the `]ehοναh'S WίtneSseS,' who teαch the
cοmρΙete ceSSαtίοn οf cοnscίουsneSS οf the sουι αfter deαth," he
cουιdn't resίst the  temρtαtίοn to worΚ ίntο  the bοοΚ α  fανοrίte
theme οf hίs:  the eχίstence,  the eSsentίαι nαtυre,  αnd the dίνίne
οrίgίn of the hυmαn SΟυ1.

Α  contrίbυtίοn  οne  mίght  be  Sυrρrίsed  tο  fίnd  αmοng  the
wrίtίngs οf Μetαιιίnοs ίs hίs cοmρί1αtίοn of αn οrίgίnαι methοd tο
sίmρΙίfy the stυdy of Ηebrew. Ηe fίrSt ρreSented thίs new methοd
ίn α bοοΚ written ίn Germαn entίtΙed,  Νeπe  απά Leί.ώfe Μefώde
Ηebrαίsche  Sρrαche  (Νew  αnd  Εαsy  Μethοd fοr  the  Stυdy  οf Ηebrew)
(1962).

Μetα1Ιίnοs wrote thίs grαmmαr chίeny fοr the beneΗt οf thοse
whο wαnt tο Stυdy the teχt of the ΟΙd Τestαment ίn the οrίgίnαι
Ηebrew, αnd he dedίcαted ίt ``Το my Lοrd αnd Sανίοr, ]esυs the
Μessίαh.„

Αnοther Sυrρrίsίng deνeΙορment ίn hίs Ιίterαry cαreer, thίs tίme
ίn αn entίreΙy dίfferent αreα,  wαs the wrίtίng οf α  stοry entίtled
αα7tά7.α (1954), ίn whίch Μetαιιίnos wαnted tο test hίs αbΗίty ίn the
fίeld οf fίctίοn.

Αn αsρect οf Μetαι1ίnοs's αctίνίty αs α wrίter ίs seen ίn αrtίcΙeS
οn  ναrίουs  themes  thαt  αρρeαred  ίn  serίαι  fοrm  ίn  Chrίstίαn
Ρerίοdίcα1S.

Μetαιιίnοs αs α Ροet αnd Ηymn-wrίter
Μetαιιίnοs Ιονed ροetry. Ιt ίs νery eνίdent frοm α cοΙΙectίοn οf

hίs  own  ροerhs  thαt  he  hαd  cοnsίderαbΙe  tαιent  αs  α  wrίter  οf
νerse.  Ηe begαn tο wrίte ροetry whίιe he wαs Stίιι νery yΟυng.
ΑΙthουgh hίs eαrΙy ροems were nοt Sρecία1Ιy dίstίngυίshed fοr the
ρerfectίοn  οf  theίr  rhythm  or  for  theίr  1ίterαry  eχceΙΙence,  they
reνeαιed  α  gίft  for ροetίc  ίmαgery αnd  were  chαrαcterίzed by  α
rίchness οf eχρresSίοn. Ηίs fίrst νerseS were mαrΚed by α rοmαntίc
tουch   cουρ1ed  wίth  α   meΙαnchοΙίc   strαίn  αnd  thυs   reνeαιed
sοmethίng οf the ίnner deρths οf the SenSίtίνe Sουι οf the yουth.
Τhe fοΙΙοwίng ροem, fοr eχαmρ1e, οne of the fίrst he eνer wrοte, ίs
chαrαcterίzed  by  α  hαυntίng  sαdneSS.   Ηe  entίtΙeS  ίt  ``Το   the
FΙοwers on Μy DeSκ.„

Ο yου Smίιίng, jΟΙ1y 1ίttΙe nowers,
Ηοw ΙΟng Shα1Ι my sΟυι cοntίnυe
Το becοme ίntοχίcαted by yουr frαgrαnce?
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Ηοw 1οng shα1Ι Ι be αbΙe tΟ ίmbίbe yουr nectαr
Lίκe the bee thαt eνer Κeeρs sυcΚίng αwαy?
Fοr onΙy α Ιίttle whίιe-whαt α ρίty!
Βecαυse yΟυr 1ίfe ίs sίmί1αr tο mαn's;
ΜercίιeSS Deαth strίκes yΟυ dοwn, tΟο,
Αnd then, ίnSteαd οf gίνίng fοrth nectαr
γου scαtter the αshes of Sρent, bυrntΌυt ίncenSe,
Lίκe eνerythίng thαt wίthers,
Lίκe eνerythίng that dίeS.

ΑS  we  mίght  eχρect,  ίt  wαs  ίmροSSίbΙe  fοr  Μetαιιίnοs  ίn  hίs
νerSίfyίng  to  faίι  tο  ίndυde  hίs  fανοrίte  Ποwer,  the  νίοιet.  Τhίs
dαίnty nοwer remίnded hίm οf the cαrefree yeαrS οf hίs chίιdhοοd
αnd  the  hαρρίness he  eΧΡerienced αs he wαικed tο  SchοοΙ αnd
bαcΚ. Ήκίng the νίοιet αs the SymbοΙ οf hυmίιίty, αnd thίnΚίng οf
ίt  ίn  cοnnectίοn  wίth  the  Scrίρtυre  thαt  declαreS  thαt  `Ί`e  whο
hυmbΙeS hίmseΙf shαιι be eχαιted," he wrοte thίs 1ίttle ροem.

ΗυπύΗty

ShyΙy ρeeρίn8 behίnd the fence
Κeeρίng ουt οf sίght Ιίκe α ναgrαnt
Τhe νίο1et hίdeS frοm the ραsserby
ΗίdeS ίts beαυty αnd ρerfυme So frαgrαnt.
Βυt sυddenΙy ίt cοmes ίntο νίew,
Αnd ίts gΙΟry cαn be seen,
Ιt gοeS tο the ραιαce, tο the rοyαι tαbΙe,
Αnd 8rαces the breαst Οf the qυeen.
Μy frίend, Ιeαrn α Ιessοn from the νίο1et,
Let trυe hυmί1ίty dοthe yου,
Let ίt be the cονer fοr yΟυr sΟυι dίνίne-
Α qυαιίty whίch wί1Ι υρhΟΙd yου.
Τhen sοmetίme the hαnd of αn αngeΙ Οf Gοd
Wίιι ρ1υcΚ yΟυ gentΙy frοm Ιίfe
Αnd foreνer ίn heανen yου'1Ι αdοm the Lοrd,
γουr Sανίουr-fαr αwαy frοm eαrth'S Strίfe.

Wαntίng to teαse α yουng chίef ρetty ofΗcer who wαs new ίn the
fαίth αnd Who mαnίfeSted mοre ρο1emίc zeαι thαn mαtυre jυdg-
ment ίn hίs efforts tο ρrονe frοm the ΒίbΙe the correctnesS οf hίs
νίews,  Μetα1Ιίnοs wrοte theSe ΙίneS:
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Βαsίι ΤSου1ουhορου1οs,
Deαdly enemy οf mαterίαιίsm!
Crίtίc αnd αccυser Οf ΡrίeSts!
Whο υtterΙy αnnίhilαteS eνery errοr,
Whο ρerSοnαιιy dίssοΙνes eνery fαιse teαchίng
Ιn the Sαcred fίre οf the dίνίne ρrοnουncements!
Reαι1y thουgh .  .  . jυst α chίef ρetty οΗίcer.

Ιn  Ηίs  wίse  ρrονίdence  Gοd  hαd  gίνen  thίs  ροetίc  gίft  tο
Μetα11ίnoS nοt sο mυch thαt he mίght sίng the ρrαίses οf nαtυre οr
teαse ρeορ1e wίth hίs νerSes αs tο meet the needs οf the beΙίeνers
ίn the cαrryίng fοrwαrd οf the wοrΚ οf the chυrch. Ηymnοdy wαs
the  sρecίfίc  need  inνο1νed  here.  Τhe  yουng  chυrch  needed  tο
Sίng.  ``Sοngs  οf ρrαίse  dίsίnfect  the  αtmοsρhere  of the  chυrch
from α11  sαtαnic  germS  αnd ρο1Ιυtίοn,"  Μetα1Ιίnοs υsed tο  sαy.
Αnd sο he ρroceeded tο υse hίs tαιent tο wrίte wοrds tο Ηt the
tυnes  οf  hymns  wrίtten  ίn  ΕngΙίsh  αnd  οther  ΙαngυαgeS.  Ηe
wουιd Ιeαrn the meΙΟdίes by eαr αnd then comρΟSe sαcred ΡΟems
to fίt them.

Τheίr  fίrst  hymnbοοΚ  wαs  οnΙy  α  tweΙνe-ραge,  hαndwrίtten
ΡαmΡhΙet,  bυt  the  hymns  ίt  cοntαίned  cαme  tο  be  Ιονed  αnd
cherίshed.  ΤhοSe υnfοrgettαble sοngs οf ρrαίse hανe cοndnυed
thrουgh the yeαrs tο ίnsρίre the heαrtS οf the redeemed αnd tΟ Ιίft
them  tο  new  ρeακs  ίn  theίr  Chrίsdαn  eχρerίence.  Μetαιιίnοs's
cοntribυtίοnS to the three ρrίnted edίtίοns οf the hymnbοοΚ thαt
αρρeαred ίn 1936, 1947, αnd 1961 were eνen mοre nυmerουs αnd
hίghΙy regαrded.



Τhe Ραstοrαι
ΜίnίstΓy

Ι
n hίs mίnίstry tο the 1οcα1 cοngregαtίοn Μetαιιίnοs wαs tender,
αΗectίοnαte, deνοtedι ραstοr whο trυ1y cαred fοr the welfαre

οf eνery sουι ίn hίs nοcΚ.
Εαrly οne sρrίng mοmίng, whίιe he wαs wαικίng bαcΚ αnd fοrth

ίn the gαrden, αs wαs his cυstοm αfter α tίme οf ρrαyer, α beαυtίfυι
rοse cαυght hίs eye.  SυddenΙy Sοmething wίthίn hίm seemed tο
be αrουsed. Ηe drew neαr the rοSe, ραυsed tο αdmίre ίt, αnd then,
hοΙdίng  ίt  tenderly  ίn  hίs  hαnd,  bent  ονer  αnd  Κissed  ίt.  Τhίs
tουchίng ίncίdent wαs ραrαιιeΙed ίn the deeρ ίnterest he dίsρΙαyed
αnd the tender cαre he eχercίsed wίth reSρect tο the SΟυ1S thαt the
Lοrd hαd entrυsted tο hίm. ``ΑS οne οf the memberS οf Chrίst'S
Βοdy, the chυrch," he οnce wrοte, ``Ι wαnt my eνery cοncem tο
be fοr the Βοdy. Ι wαnt tο wοrΚ ίn αnd fοr the chυrch wίth trυe
sίncerίty αnd eαmest determίnαtίοn."  Ηίs cοnstαnt ρrαyer wαs,
``Ο Lord,  gίνe me the ραsSίοn tο heΙρ, to Serνe, αnd tο cοmfοrt
γουr chί1dren. „

Τhe Lοrd dίd ίndeed grαnt hίm hίs reqυest. Ιn hίs ρrαyer 1ίstS,
whίch fίι1ed seνerα1 nοtebοοΚS, there αre the nαmeS οf ονer Ηνe
hυndred  ίndίνίdυαιs.  Νeχt  tο  eαch  nαme  ίs  entered  α  SρecίΗc
need, αnd eαch need ίs mαde the sυbject οf α sρecία1 ρetίtίοn. Ηe
mυst ρrαy for Geοrge whο wαs αιι tαngΙed υρ ίn the snαreS οf
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temρtαdοn, fοr ΗeΙen whο mυst be cοnΗned tο her bed fοr whο
Κnοws  hοw 1οng,  fοr Βαsίι whο wαs  sυΗerίng fοr the cαυse οf
Chrίst ίn α remοte νίιιαge.  Εαch ίndίνίdυαι's ραrtίcυιαr ρrοblem
wαs ίn the nοtebοοΚ αnd ίn the heαrt οf the dedίcαted ραstοr.

Ηe wαs neνer ίndίfferent tο the needS οf ``οne οf the Ιeαst οf
these."  Fοr eχαmρΙe,  whίιe he wαs  ρresentίng tο hίs Ηeανenly
Fαther  ρetίtίοns  entίrely  cοncerned  wίth  sρίrίtυαι  αnd  Sαcred
mαtterS, there mίght SυddenΙy ρουr ουt οf hίs heαrt the Ρrαyer
thαt α ρensίοn fοr Sοme ροοr wίdοw mίght be αρρrονed, οr thαt
sοme αίιίng Chrίstίαn brοther mίght be grαnted αdmίsSίοn tο the
hοsρίtα1.

Ηe  ρrαyed  wίth  sρecίαι  eαrnestness  fοr  αιι  thοSe  whο  hαd
sρecία1 resροnSίbί1itίes ίn υρhοΙdίng αnd fυrtherίng the wοrΚ οf
the  chυrch-the  elders,  the  teαchers  οf the Wοrd,  thοSe  whο
Ρreραred  wrίtten  mαterία1s,  the  members  οf  the  chΟίr,  αnd  ίn
generαι αιι the ναrίουs mίnistrίes οf the chυrch αnd αιι thοse whο
serνed the cοngregαtίοn ίn αny wαy. Τhe Ιαst οne οn the Ιίst, the
Ιαst οne tο be ρrαyed fοr, wαs Μetαuίnοs hίmseΙf: ``Μακe some-
thing οf me, Lοrd.  Ρreραre me, sο thαt Ι mαy be fουnd tο be α
gοοd αnd fαίthfυ1 Serναnt.  ΗeΙρ me tο be Ιίκe οne οf the wίse
νίrgίnS ίn the ραrαbΙe sο thαt Ι mαy be ρrίνίιeged tο behοΙd γουr
fαce αnd Sίng γουr ρrαίses fοreνer αnd eνer."

Ηίs cοncern fοr the needs οf Gοd's chίιdren wαs nοt Ιίmίted
sίmρΙy tο ρrαyίng fοr them, hοweνer; ίt wαs νery eνίdent ίn deeds
αs weΙΙ.  Εαch mοnth,  for ίnstαnce,  he wΟυιd ρυt αsίde α certαίn
ροrtίοn οf hίs sα1αry αnd wουιd dίstrίbυte ίt tο ροοr ρeορΙe whο
were  ίn sρecία1 need.  Ηe wουιd wrαρ the mοney ίn α ρίece οf
ραρer wίth the recίρίent's nαme οn the Ουtsίde, Εnd αn Ορροrtυ-
nίty tο sΙίρ ίt ίntο hίs ροcκet, αnd sαy tο hίm ίn α Ιοw whίsρer,
``Ηere ίs sοmethίng thαt ]eSυs Chrίst wαnts tο gίνe tο yου. Τακe
ίt.„

Τhe  hίgh  gονemment  ροsίtίοn  thαt  Μetαιιίnοs heΙd  ορened
ανenυeS  οf serνίce  fοr  hίm  sο  thαt  he  wαs  αbΙe  tο  heΙρ  mαny
ρeορΙe  αnd  tο  tακe  cαre  of α  ναrίety  οf sρecίαι needs.  Βeίng  α
ρυblίc serναnt of α fαίrΙy hίgh rαnΚ, he wΟυιd sometίmes υtίιίze
his tίtΙe αnd αt οther tίmes hίs ναrίουs cοntαcts tο Ηnd worΚ fοr the
υnemρΙοyed,  tο  αrrαnge  fοr  ρensίοns  for  the  αged,  to  get  the
cοnsυmρtίνe tο the sαnαtοrίυm, οr tο ρυt ίn α wοrd ίn behαιf of αn
emρΙοyee whο hαd been denίed the ρrοmοtίοn he deserνed.

Ηe Set αsίde Μοndαy αs the dαy fοr ρerSοnαι ίnterνίews ίn the
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chυrch οΗίce wίth members οf hίs nοcΚ whο hαd ρrοbΙems οf αny
Κίnd. Ηe Sρent Ιοng hουrs there, Ιίstenίng, encουrαgίng, cοmfοrt-
ίn8.

Ιn Sρίte Οf the fαct thαt the cοmραny οf beΙίeνerS receίνed hοm
theίr ραstor sυch deνοted αttentίοn αnd cαre ίn Sο mαny αreαs οf
theίr  1ίνeS,   they  Stίιι  were  trουbΙed  by  α  ναrίety  οf  ίntemα1
ρrοblems. Α rαther serίουs οne wαs the Sοmewhαt υnοrgαnίzed
state οf the grοwίng cοngregαtίοn.  Ιt ίs welΙ Κnοwn,  οf cουrse,
thαt the οrgαnίzαtίοnα1 strυctυre οf α Chrίstίαn chυrch ίs bαsed οn
αcceρted ρrίncίρ1eS οf αυthorίty. Τhοse ρrίncίριes ίn tυm mυst be
ίmΡΙemented  by  the  ρerSοns  whο  hανe  the  αυthοrίty  αnd  the
resροnsίbίιίty  tο  αρριy  αnd  enfοrce  them  wheneνer  the  need
αrίses.  Τhe  eχercίse  οf  αυthοrίty  αt  the  ρrορer  tίme  heΙρs  tο
ΡrΟtect the ``Ρeαce αnd ρrοsρerίt)/' οf the grουρ αs α whΟΙe.

ΤhiS  ραrtίcυιαr cοngregαtίοn hαd  α  ρrοbΙem here.  Wheneνer
αny dίΗίcυιtίes αrose, eνeryone feΙt thαt ίt wαs υρ tο the ρastοr to
tακe the fίrst steρ. Βυt Μetαι1ίnοS wουιd hesίtαte tο ίnterfere αnd
tο eχercίse αυthοrίty.  Ηe rαreΙy shοwed αny desίre tο dίscίριίne
brethren whο were wαnderίng frοm the Strαίght αnd nαrrοw ραth
οr were gυί1ty οf Serίουs mίssteρs ίn theίr Chrίstίαn wα1Κ, υnΙeSS
οthers ίnsίsted thαt he ίnterfere. Νοr wουιd he tακe the ίnίtίαtίνe
αnd αct αs the medίαtοr wheneνer there wαs α shαrρ mίsυnder-
stαndίng οr α heαted αrgυment ίnνοινίng fαctίοnS οf the cοngregα-
tίοn υnΙeSs thίngs gοt cοmρΙeteΙy ουt οf hαnd.

Τhere ίs no dουbt thαt theίr ραstοr's tendency tο ανοίd ίnνοινe-
ment  ίn  sυch  mαtters  οccαsίοned  cοnsίderαble  dίsαρροίntment
αnd  cοncern  αmοng  the  members  οf  the  chυrch.  Ενen  mοre
Serίουs wαs hίs υsυαι ρrαctίce οf gίνίng ίn tοο reαdί1y wheneνer α
sυggeStίοn οr ρrοροSα1 οf hίs encουntered stυbbοm ορροsίtίοn
on the ραrt οf Sοme nοίsy αnd ρrονοcαtίνe brethren. Νο mαtter
hοw certαίn he wαs thαt hίs νίew οn α ραrtίcυιαr mαtter wαs rίght,
he wου1d hοΙd hίs grουnd οnly υρ tο α certαίn ροίnt, αnd then αs α
rυιe he wου1d gίνe υρ the Ηght ``fοr the sακe οf ρeαce." Ιn the cαse
οf mίnοr  mαtterS  οf  chυrch  ρο1ίcy  thίs  generουs,  Self-eΗαcίng,
cοndescendίng Sρίrίt he mαnίfested dίdn't mαtter νery mυch. Βυt
when ίt wαs α cαse οf α crίtίcα1 decίsίοn αΗectίng the whοΙe chυrch
sυch cαρίtυιαtίοns "fοr the sακe οf ρeαce" nαtυrαny αrουsed deeρ
cοncem ίn the mίndS  οf the cοngregαtίοn αnd cαυsed Sοme tο
qυestίοn  whether  the  chυrch  cουιd  mακe  reαι  ρrοgreSS  υnder
these cοndίtίοns.
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Ιn  the  ρυIρίt

Ιn  sρίte   οf  αιι  hίs  weακ-
nesses,  hοweνer'  the  mem-
bers οf the chυrch Ιονed theίr
Ραstοr.  Αs  Ιοng  αs  he  wαs
αrΟυnd,  Sheddίng  Ιίght  αnd
wαrmth υροn theίr heαrtS by
hίs νery ρresence, there wαs
no   dαnger   οf  αny   Serίουs
trΟυbΙe.  Τhey αι1 sαw ίn hίm
α    trυstwοrthy,    dedίcαted,
sίncere,  hοΙy  serναnt  of  the
Lοrd.   Τhey  were  reαdy  tο
gίνe theίr νery eyeS,  ίf need
be, tο shοw theίr grαtίtυde tο
hίm  αs   the   sρίrίtυαι   fαther
whο hαd nυrtυred them αnd
hαd heΙΡed them tο grow ίn
the fαίth wίthουt eνer αsΚίng
fοr eνen the sιi8htest mαterί-
αι rewαrd. ΜetαιιίnοS, on the
οther  hαnd,   SenSίng  ίn  hίs

heαrt the Ιονe αnd deνοtίοn of hίs nοcΚ, Serνed α1Ι οf them wίth
hυmίιίty,  eχhοrted  them  wίth  Ιονe,  tαυght  them,  αdmonίshed
them, αnd ρrαyed υnceαsίngly fοr them αnd theίr needSυften
wίth teαrS ίn hίs eyeS.

ΑΙΙ tοο freqυentΙy,  he wαs drίνen tο hίs ΚneeS ίn teαrs before
Gοd wίth ρetίtίοns οf αn entίreΙy dίfferent nαtυre. Τhοse ρrαyerS
were  οccαsίοned  by  the  Sρίrίtυαι  crίses  thαt  the  chυrch  eχρerί-
enced.  Ενery  οnce  ίn  α  whίιe  certαίn  ίndίνίdυαιs  wουιd  cαυse
trουble  wίthίn  the  membershίρ  αnd  creαte  sυch  strαίnS  αnd
ΡressυreS thαt the ΡrΟgreSS αnd the υnίty οf the chυrch body wαs
serίουsly threαtened. Τhοse Sρίrίtυαι crίses were Ιίκe thοrnS ίn the
Sίde  αnd  deeρ1y  grίeνed  αnd  αιmοst  crυshed  the  Sουι  οf  the
sensίtiνe  ραstor.  Βeίng  ΟνerΙy  αnχίουs  nοt  tο  dίsρΙeαse  αnyοne
αnd chοοsίng to remαίn sίιent ΙeSt he οffend αnyοne, Μetα11ίnοs
wουιd drίnΚ eαch bίtter cυρ αιι by hίmSelf . Οn theSe οccαsίοns he
wΟυιd  tακe  refυge  ίn  the  ``mercy  seαt,"  αnd  αs  he  weΡt  αnd
ρrαyed,  cοmfοrt αnd.reΙeαse wΟυ1d come.  Ηe wαs Ιίκe α mοther
whΟ ρrefers tο υndergο sυΗerίng herseΙf rαther thαn to hανe the
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nαυghty,  rebeΙΙίουs chίιd she deαrΙy Ιονes  sυffer the ρenαιty he
jυstly deserνeS. Wheneνer the need αrοSe tο αsSeSS the bΙαme fοr
α wrοng, he wΟυ1d αιwαyS steρ fοrwαrd wίthουt hesίtαtίng αnd
οffer tο αsSυme the reSροnsίbnίty, tο becοme the tαrget fοr αιι the
αbυse αnd α1Ι the υnjυst αccυsαtίοnS, Sο thαt the chυrch αs α whοΙe
mίght be Shίelded frοm bΙαme. ``Κeeρ οn shοοtίng, bοyS," he Sαίd
οnce, ``Ι αm α gοοd tαrget becαυse Ι'm fαt." ΝeedΙess tο sαy, thίs
αttemρt αt hυmοr υnder sυch cίrcυmStαnces wαs reαιιy α mαsΚ
thαt  serνed  tο  conceα1  the  crυshίng  ραίn  he  feΙt  deeρ  wίthίn
becαυse οf whαt wαs gΟίng οn.

Ιn hίs ρersοnαι ραρers we Ηnd mentίοn οf α greαt ναrίety οf
cοmρΙαίnts,  οbserναtiοns,  reρrίmαnds,  αnd αccυsαtίοns thαt he
hαd jotted dοwn, bυt ίt ίs nοteworthy thαt ίn the 1αst αnαιysίs he
hαd been αbΙe tο brίng eνery SίngΙe οne οf them υnder the mαntΙe
οf hίs  ΙΟνe  αnd  fοrgίνeneSS.  Μαny  tίmes,  ίndeed,  he  nοt  οnΙy
forgανe bυt he cονered the fαυιts of others αnd αcceρted αιι the
blαme hίmseΙf by becοmίng hίs οwn αccυser. We see, fοr eχαmρ1e,
wίth  whαt  Ηne  Chrίstίαn  υnderstαndίng  αnd  hυmίιίty  he  οnce
sροΚe υρ ίn οrder tο cα1m α dίsρυte thαt hαd αrίsen wίthίn the
cοn8regαtίοn:

Ιn the ίnterestS οf ουr Chrίstίαn Solίdαrίty, these brethren αnd
α1Ι οf υs whο αre υnίted wίth them αs feΙΙοw-memberS οf the
sαme bοdy hανe brουght thίs mαtter befοre the Lοrd αnd wίιι
cοntίnυe tο ρΙeαd wίth Ηίm fοr mercy bοth fοr them αnd fοr
υs,  becαυse  ίn  α  dίsαgreement  αs  serίουs  αs  thίs  ίt ίs  νery
υnΙίκeΙy thαt we hανe αιι αcted ρrορerly αnd wαικed cίrcυm-
sρectΙy αnd hανe α1wαys αnd ίn αιι thίngs tακen the ροsίtίοn
αnd shοwn the wίsdom thαt ουr Lοrd wουιd hανe. We reα1ίze
thiS αnd αι1 οf υs feeΙ α SenSe οf deeρ hυmίιίty.

Τhίs grαcίουs sρίrίt οf seΙf-cοndemnαtίοn, thίs Gοd-gίνen νίrtυe
οf reαdίness  to  tακe  the bΙαme  υροn hίmseΙf ίs brουght  ουt ίn
mαny  nοtαtίοns  thαt  Μetα1ΙίnοS  wrοte  ίn  mοmentS  οf  greαt
emοtίοn οf sρίrίt, eSρecίαιιy when he fουnd hίmself ίn the mίdst
οf Ηery trία1s. Ηe wrίteS, fοr eχαmρΙe, ``Ι hανe fαί1ed tο cοme υρ tο
eχρectαtίοnS, Ι hανe fα11en fαr shοrt ίn mαny wαyS, αnd Ι beg yου
tο  fοrgίνe  me"  οr  ``Ι  wαnt  tο  mακe  thίngS  rίght  αgαίn-tο
strαίghten ουt whαteνer Ι mαy hανe dοne thαt grίeνed yου."

ΑΙthουgh there were Sοme ίn the cοngregαtίοn whose wοrds
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αnd αctίοns were bίtter ρίι1S tο  Swαιιοw,  there were mαny whο
refreShed  the  sΟυι  οf the  ραstοr by  mαnίfestαtίοns  of Sαcrifίcίαι
gίνίng αnd Ιίνίng. Α fίne demοnstrαtίοn οf thίs wαs οccαsίοned by
the  αρρeαι  thαt  Μetα1ΙίnοS  mαde  tο  the  cοngregαtίοn  fοr  the
ρυrchαse οf α ρίece οf ρrορerty αt 3 Α1cίbίαdου Street αs α new
meetίng  ρΙαce.  Βecαυse  οf  Sοme  ουtSίde  ρressυres,  ίn  1952  ίt
becαme ίmροsSίbΙe fοr the cοngregαtίοn tο cοntίnυe υsίng the hαιι
αt 18 Lycυrgυs Street fοr theίr serνίceS, αnd the brethren hαd tο
αrrαnge to trαnSfer eΙSewhere. Τhe Sυggestίοn wαs mαde thαt they
Shουιd bυy α ρΙαce οf theίr οwn. Τhrουgh α mίrαcυιουs chαίn οf
cίrcυmstαnceS the Lord enαbΙed them tΟ Ιοcαte α sυίtαbΙe ρίece οf
ρrορerty.  Τhe  ρrίce  for the  bυίιdίng αnd  the Ιοt wαs 2300  gοΙd
ρουnds.  When Μetα1Ιίnοs sαw the ρrορerty he decίded οn the
sροt αnd sαίd, ``We'ΙΙ bυy ίt." Τhe treαsυrer hαd οnΙy 150 ρουndS
οn hαnd. Ηοw wουιd they ραy the bαιαnce? ``Ουr Gοd ίs rίch, αnd
Ηe  Κnοws  thαt  we  wαnt  thίs  fοr  Ηίs  gΙοry,"  wαs  Μetα11ίnoS's
reαdy αnswer.

Οn the dαy thαt he ρresented thίs greαt Ηnαncίαι chαιιenge frοm
the Ρυιρίt,  the brethren resρΟnded ίmmediαteΙy αnd wίth greαt
eα8erness. Τhe ροοrest ρΙedged οr gανe whαt ΙίttΙe they cου1d; the
weα1thίer οnes resροnded wίth generουs sυms.  Α gίrΙ whο hαd
recentΙy becοme engαged οΗered her engαgement rίng, αn οΙder
womαn  gανe  the  mοney  she  hαd  ρυt  αsίde  fοr  needed  dentαι
worΚ, α SρίnSter tυmed ονer the sανίngs she hαd αccυmυ1αted fοr
her  Ιαter  yeαrs,  αnοther  wοmαn  gανe  υρ  αι1  her  jewelry,  Stίι1
αnother her dοwry, α ροοr mαn gανe hίs mί1ch-gοαt αnd her three
Κίds. Ενeryοne Showed Sυch α sρίrίt οf generοSίty thαt Μetαιιίnοs
wαs deeρΙy tουched αnd wαs mονed tο recοrd thίs ρrαyer ίn hίs
ρrίναte  nοtes:  ``Ι  thαnΚ γου,  Lοrd,  thαt γου hανe cαιιed me tο
mίnίster tο brethren Ιίκe these."

Τhe cοngregαtίοn mονed ίntο the new bυί1dίng οn ]υ1y 3, 1954.

Μetαιιίnοs's Ρrαyer Lίfe

Μetαιιίnοs's ρrαyers embrαced α whοΙe wοrΙd οf ρeορ1e, thίngs,
αnd sίtυαtίοns. Ηe mαde ίt α ρrαctίce to recοrd hίs ρrαyer reqυests
ίn Sρecίαι notebooΚs αhd to refer tο them ίn οrder tο refresh hίs
memοry αnd ανοίd υnnecesSαry dυρ1ίcαtίοn. Τhe mαjorίty of the
reqυestS thαt ρertαίned tο hίs οwn sρίrίtυα1 Ιίfe were tακen frοm
the  ΒίbΙe-mοst freqυentΙy frοm  the  ΡsαιmS  αnd  the  eρίstΙes οf
Ραυι-αnd  were  οften  qυοted  wοrd  for  wοrd.  Ηe  αιsο  Κeρt  α
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cοuectίοn  οf hίs  οwn  ρrαyers  ίn  wrίtten  fοrm,  αnd  frοm  ίt  he
wουιd seΙect ραrtίcυιαr οneS αccοrdίng tο the sρίrίtυα1 need he felt
αt αny gίνen tίme.  We feel thαt ίt wουιd nοt be ουt οf ρΙαce tο
ίncΙυde   Sοme   seΙectίοns   frοm  thίs  cοΙΙectίοn  οf  hίs  ρersοnαι
ρrαyerS. Ιn eαch cαse we αre mereΙy qυοtίng eχceη>ts rαther thαn
cοmρΙete ρrαyerS.

Α Ρrαyer fοr Restοrαtίοn οf Sουι

Τακe αwαy, Ο Lοrd, eνery dίΗίcυιty αnd eνery νeχαtίοn thαt
restrαίns me αnd grαnt me the freedοm thαt ίs fουnd ίn γουr
ΗοΙy Sρίrίt. Destrοy eνery οne οf Sαtαn's snαres αs thουgh ίt
were α Sρίder's web, Ο my Lοrd, αnd gίνe new Ιίfe tο eνery
nerνe-ceΙ1 ίn my bοdy by αιιοwίng the ροwer οf γουr resυrrec-
tίοn tο sυrge thrουgh me. Μαy the sυn neνer Set οn my sρίrίt,
nοr the mοοn οn my υnderstαndίng. RefreSh my sουι αbυn-
dαntΙy;  grαnt  me  the  fυιneSs  οf  γουr  jοy;  Ποοd  me  wίth
rαρtυres οf deΙίght thαt Ι mίght ρrαίse αnd g1οrίfy αnd blesS
αnd  mαgnίfy  γουr  ΗοΙy  Ναme,  thrουgh ]esυs  Chrίst,  my
Redeemer.

Ρrαyer fοr DeΙίνerαnce

Shοw me γουr fανοr ίn my tίme οf need, Ο Lοrd. Delίνer me
frοm the mίry clαy ΙeSt Ι sίnΚ. Μαy Ι be set free from the hαnds
οf thοSe whο hαte me αnd be Sανed frοm the deeρ wαterS. Let
γουr mίghty αrm cοme dοwn tο αίd me; send γουr hαnd frοm
αbΟνe;  Set  me  free  αnd  deΙίνer  me  frοm  α  mυ1tίtυde  οf
demοns; Ιet theίr hαndS be cοmρ1eteΙy ραrαιyzed. Sανe me, Ο
Lοrd  my  Redeemer,  fοr  the  wαters  αre  ονerwheΙmίng  my
sουι. Ι αm sυnΚ deeρ ίn the mίre, αnd there ίs nο ρΙαce where
Ι cαn stαnd.  Send α strοΚe οf Ιίghtning tο scαtter the hοst οf
demοns  whΟ  αre  ΟΡΡreSsίng  me,  Ι  ρrαy,  αnd  teπίfy  them
wίth the νοίce οf γουr thυnder. Gίrd me wίth strength, αnd
Ιet my enemίes be trαmρΙed υnder my feet.

Ρrαyer fοr Sρίrίt-Αctίναted Lαbοrs

ΟbΙίterαte me frοm the mίndS of the heαrerS, Ο Fαther; fοr ίt
ίs Ηttίng thαt γουr Sοn αnd Ηe αιοne shου1d be mαgnίfίed.
Τeαr me αwαy frοm the heαrtS οf the ρeορΙe, αnd brίng g1οry



114 . Κοstαs Μetαιιίnοs

οnly tΟ γουr nαme. Βrίng tο nαυght eνery mΟνe οf Sαtαn tο
cαυse ρrαίse αnd hοnοr tο be αscrίbed tο me; fοr ρrαίse αnd
hοnοr beΙοng tο γου α1οne.

Ο ΗοΙy Sρίrίt, teαch me tο Stυdy fοr the g1οry οf Gοd, teαch
me tο wrίte fοr the gΙοry of Gοd.

Ρrαyer fοr Gυίdαnce

Shed γουr hο1y 1ίght, Ο Lοrd, υροn the whοΙe reαιm οf my
sρίrίtυαι Ιίfe so thαt Ι mαy SenSe γουr 1eαdίng αnd Κnοw the
wαy thαt Ι shουιd tακe.  Grαnt me tο recοgnίze the SίgnS οf
γουr ρreSence ίn the eνentS of eαch dαy. Μαy Ι hανe α cleαr
αnd cοmρ1ete υnderStαndίng ίn my reΙαtίοns wίth γου,  αnd
mαy Ι wα1Κ hυmbly αs γου Ιeαd me αccοrdίng tΟ γουr wm.
Τακe me ονer cοmρ1eteΙy αnd gυίde me αιι the dαys οf my Ιίfe
Sο thαt Ι mαy eνer serνe γου αnd gΙοrίfy αnd αdοre γουr hΟΙy
nαme.

Ρrαyer fοr Ρeαce ίn the ChυrcheS

Ο Lord, Gοd of Ρeαce, grαnt thαt the members οf γουr Βοdy
shα11 eνer be αt ρeαce wίth οne αnοther Sο thαt they mαy be οf
οne mίnd ίn Chrίst Jesυs.  Destrοy the ροwer οf Sαtαn αnd
crυsh hίm υnder the feet οf γουr Sαίnts. Ρυt dοwn the Strίfe,
the eνί1 sρeακίng, the dίνίsίοns,  the dίssentίοn αmοng γουr
Sαίnts.  Ορen theίr eyes thαt they mαy see theίr trυe condί-
tίοn.  Μακe them zeα1ουs fοr the g1ory οf γουr nαme. Fί1Ι αιι
γουr sαίnts wίth ροwer, wίth fαίth, αnd wίth sρίrίtυαι ίnsίght,
αnd ορen theίr eyeS sο thαt they mαy see the need οf 1ονe αnd
Ρeαce ίn the chυrches; fοr οnΙy then cαn they mαrch νίctοrί-
Ουs αs one ΒΟdy ίn υnίοn wίth the Ηeαd αnd gίνe α trίυm-
ρhαnt testίmοny tο the trυth thαt ίs ίn Chrίst.

Ρrαyer fοr Ρersοnα1 Εdίfιcαtίοn

Ο my bΙessed Redeemer, heΙρ me tο wίthStαnd α1Ι the wί1es οf
Sαtαn sο thαt Ι mαy wα1Κ eαch mοment ίn αccοrdαnce wίth the
Ιeαdίngs  οf  γουr  ΗΟ1y  Sρίrίt  αnd  mαy  eχρerίence  the  υn-
SρeακαbΙe αnd gΙοrίουs jοy οf the Sρίrίt-fί1Ιed Ιίfe.  Grαnt me,
Ο Lοrd, the υnsρeακαbΙe grαce tο Ιίνe sο thαt my eνery mΟνe,
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my  eνery  breαth  shαιι  mαnifeSt  the  1ife  οf  the  ΗοΙy  Sρίrίt
αctίng thrουgh me.  Μy ρrαyer ίs thαt Ι mίght enjοy α Ιίfe οf
Sweet  ρeαce  αnd  heανenΙy  jοy  ίn  α  ceΙestία1  αtmοsρhere.
DeStrοy,  Ο  Lοrd,  eνery  tendency  tο  cαmαιίty  αnd  eνery
υnhΟΙy desίre thαt wουιd becloυd αnd  snυΗ ουt γουr ρre-
cίουs  gίft to me  οf 1ίfe  ίn the  Sρίrίt.  Βreαthe οn me  Sο thαt
eνery stοrm οf restΙeSsness wίthίn my heαrt mαy dίsαρρeαr
ΗΚe α mοrnίng cloυd.

Μαy Ι ΙοοΚ υροn my brοthers αnd sίsters ίn the ΗοΙy Sρίrίt
wίth my heαrt fυιι οf ρυrίty Ιίκe υntο γουrS. Grαnt thαt γουr
thουghts,  γουr  wordS,  γουr wαyS  mαy be  engrανed  deeρ
wίthίn my heαrt.

Gίνe  me sυch α Παmίng ραssίοn,  Lοrd,  thαt when Ι ΡrΟ-
cΙαίm γουr hΟΙy nαme eνery messαge shαι1 be rίchly bΙessed.
Μακe me eαger αnd zeαιουs tο heΙρ, tο Serνe, tο cοmfοrt γουr
chίιdren,  αnd grαnt thαt Ι mαy be fουnd to be α gοοd αnd
fαίthfυι Serναnt οf γουrS.

Μetαιιίnοs sαίd thαt ρrαyer mυst be for the sουι whαt breαthing
ίs fοr the bοdy.  Τhe mοre οften α Chrίstίαn ρrαys the mοre he
demοnStrαteS hίs αρρrecίαtίοn of the Lοrd, αnd thίs ρΙeαseS Ηίm
8reαtly.

Gοd gανe υs reαsοnίng ροwerS αnd sαίd tο υs, ``Ι αm the οnΙy
sουrce οf yουr hαρρίnesS αnd jοy. Do yου recοgnίze thαt yου
αre  ροοr  αnd  needy?  Dο  yου  αcΚnοwιedge  thαt yου  hανe
Shοrtcοmίngs?  ΑΙwαyS  αsΚ  οf  Μe,  αnd  Ι  wίιι  Sυρριy  yουr
needs frοm Μy stοrehουse οf etemαι treαsυreS." Τhe Lοrd
eχhοrts υs t.ο deρend υροn Ηίm fοr αιι ουr needs, the greαt
οnes αs weΙ1 αs the Ιesser oneS, becαυse ίn Ηίs Sίght nοthίng ίs
tοο greαt αnd nothίng ίs tΟο smαιι.

Κeeρ  αsΚίng  the  Lοrd  tΟ  ρυt  zeαι  αnd  cοncem  ίntο  yουr
ρetίtίοns, bοth yΟυr οwn ρersοnαι reqυeSts αnd thοse thαt ρertαίn
tο Ηίs Κίngdοm.

ρreαchίng the w0rd
Ιn  the  mαny-sίded  sρίrίtυαι  αctίνίty  οf Μetαιιίnοs  there  ίs  no

qυestίοn thαt ρreαchίng heΙd the fίrst ρ1αce. Βυt ίf α ρreαcher ίs tο
ΡreSent the Wοrd οf Gοd eΗectίνeΙy he mυst be υnder the dίrect
cοntrο1  οf  the  ΗοΙy  Sρίrίt  cοnStαntΙyυtherwίse,  he  ίs  mereΙy
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tαικίng.  Μetαι1ίnοs Κnew thαt, αnd he mαde ίt α hαbίt befοre he
tοοΚ hίs ρ1αce behίnd the ρυ1ρίt to mακe Sυre thαt he wαs ίn the
ρrορer  sρίrίtυα1  ``fοrm"  by  engαgίng  ίn  ferνent  αnd  ρersίstent
ρrαyer.  Ηe wουιd οΗer three ρrίncίραι ρetίtίοnS οn thοse οccα-
Sίοns: Τhαt the Sρίrίt οf Gοd wου1d cιeαnSe hίm frοm eνery tαίnt
οf the nesh οr sρίrίt, thαt the Lοrd wΟυιd hίde hίm frοm the eyes
οf the heαrerS Sο thαt Chrίst αιοne wου1d be Seen αnd gΙοrίΗed,
αnd thαt Gοd wουιd gίνe hίm α rίch αnd frυίtfυι Sermοn Sο thαt
the needs οf the Sου1S befοre hίm mίght be met.

Ιncίdentαιιy, wίth hίs fοndness fοr οrίgίnαιίty οf eχρresSίοn αnd
hίs gίft fοr υnυsυα1 fίgυreS οf sρeech, Μetαιιίnοs υsed tο cαι1 the
ρreραrαtίοn  οf  α  sermοn  the  ``cοοΚίng"  αnd  the  deΙίνery  of α
sermοn the ``serνίng." Ηίs term fοr the heαrers wαs ``gουrmetS"
(``Ηeαrty  eαters"  wουιd  be  α  clοser  renderίng  οf  the  GreeΚ)
becαυse  they  were  αιwαyS  αsΚίng  fοr  mοre  αnd  mοre  sρίrίtυαι
fοοd. Βυt he wαs cαrefυι neνer tο feed them tοο mυch αt αny οne
tίme.  ``Ι  ρrefer,"  he  υsed  tο  sαy,  ``thαt  my  Ιίsteners  gο  αwαy
hυngry fοr mοre thαn wίth αn υρset stοmαch becαυse οf ονereαt-
ίng.  Ιt ίs better fοr them tο Ιeανe the chυrch cοmρΙαίnίng thαt Ι
fίnίshed tοο sοοn thαn tο becοme eχαsρerαted becαυse Ι drαgged
οn tοο 1οn8."

Αctυαιιy,  οf cουrse,  Μetαι1ίnοs hαd neνer heαrd ρeορΙe cοm-
ρΙαίn  thαt  he  tαικed  tοο  Ιοng.  Ηίs  messαgeS  were  α1wαys  Sο
ίnterestίng  αnd  ίnsρίrίng  thαt  hίs  heαrerS  wουιd  gΙαdΙy  hανe
Ιίstened tο hίm fοr hουrS wίthουt beίng bοred ίn the snghtest.

Αs he wαικed υρ to the ρυιρίt he υsυαιιy cαrrίed α ΒίbΙe, α cΟρy
οf the Νew Τestαment ίn the οrίgίnαι GreeΚ, αnd α hymnbοοΚ. Ηe
wουιd tακe hίs ρΙαce behίnd the ρυιρίt αnd fοr α mοment οr twο
wουιd fαce the αυdίence ίn Sίιence, wαίtίng fοr the ΗrSt ίnsρίrαtiοn
tο cοme. When he fίnα1Ιy begαn tο sρeακ the αυdίtοrίυm seemed
tο  becοme  sυddenΙy  αιίνe,  αs  hίs  dynαmίc  νοίce,  tense  wίth
feeΙίng,  wΟυιd dοmίnαte the scene αnd thrίιι eαch Ιίstenίng eαr.
Τhe  wοrds  thαt  nοwed  ουt  οf hίs  mουth  were  cιeαr,  νίbrαnt,
fοrcefυι, eΙοqυent. Αnd reίnfοrced by fίttίng eχρresSίνe gestυres,
hίs wοrds becαme νehίcles fοr the mΟνίng αnd ρerSυαsίνe ρrοclα-
mαtίοn οf trυth.

Ηe neνer reαd hίs SermοnS, bυt he wου1d brίng tο the ρυιρίt α
few  nοtes  αnd  αn  ουtΙίne  οf the  mοst ίmροrtαnt ρρίnts  οf hίs
messαge αnd Ιeανe the rest tο the Ιeαdίng οf the ΗοΙy Sρίrίt.  Ιn
νίew οf thίs ίt ίs nοt Sυrρrίsίng thαt he mαde ίt α hαbίt tο ίnclυde ίn
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hiS ΟΡenίng Ρrαyer, ``Gίνe υs hο1y thουghts, Ο Lοrd. Let whαt we
heαr be γουr wοrdS αnd nοt the wοrdS οf mαn, the words οf the
ΗοΙy Sρίrίt αnd nοt οf the nesh."

ΜetaΙΙίnos brουght sοme bαsίc ίnnοναtίοns tο goSρel ρreαchίng
αnd to sermοnίzίng ίn generα1. Οne οf thοse wαs the dίνίdίng οf
hίs  mesSαge  ίntο  three  seραrαte  sectίοns.  Τhe  fίrst  ραrt  wαs
deνοted  tο  eχhοrtαtίοn αnd  cοnsοΙαtίοn.  Α  few νerses  chosen
from  the  Ρsαιms  οr  the  Ρrορhets  Sυρριίed  the  ίnsρίred  αnd
ίnsρίrίng ρreαcher wίth α weαιth of mαterίαι thαt cουιd be υsed tο
Strengthen  thοSe  οf  ΙίttΙe  fαίth  αnd  tο  cοmfort  the  αfnίcted.
Sοmetίmes he wου1d υse thίs fίrst ραrt οf the Sermοn tο gίνe sοme
wίtty,  ρrαctίcαι  ίι1υstrαtίοns  αίmed  αt  rίdίcυιίng  the  Ορίnίοns  οf
υnbeΙίeνers.  Ηere ίs αn eχαmρΙe:

Ενery  eνenίng  Ι  aSΚ  my  wίfe,   ``Dίd  yου  ΙοcΚ  the  dΟοr,
ΑΙcmene, αnd dίd yου bοΙt ίt αs weΙΙ?" Why dο we 1οcΚ αnd
bolt ουr dοοrS sο cαrefυ1Ιy? Ιs ίt becαυse we need tο ρrοtect
ουrSelνeS  frοm  beαrs  αnd  ΙίοnS?  Νο.   We  αre  ρrοtectίng
ουrSelνeS frοm twentίeth-centυry mαn,  frοm men whο Ιίνe
wίthουt Gοd αnd hανe mαde ουr wοrld α νerίtαbΙe jυngle.
Α1αs, αιαs! Μαn! God'S bίggest ρrοblem!

Ηe  οnce  drαmαtίzed  the  Shαιιοw,  hyροcrίtίcα1  ρίety  οf  Sοme
bυsίneSsmen οf ουr dαy by relαtίng thίs story:

Οne dαy Ι met α merchαnt frίend οf mίne αnd Ι αsΚed hίm
hοw bυsίness wαs. ``Ι'm dοίng νery weΙ1 ίndeed, thαnΚ Gοd,"
he Sαίd.  ``Jυst recentΙy Ι tοοΚ Ονer the Stοre neχt to mίne,  Sο
nοw there αre tν\Ό mοre υnίts tο my Stοrefrοnt. γου Κnοw,
Μr. Μetα1Ιίnοs, Gοd ίs gοοd tο υs."

Αfter sίχ mοnths Ι met the sαme mαn αgαίn, αnd αs Ι wαs
greetίng hίm Ι αsΚed hίm οnce αgαίn hοw hίs bυsίneSs wαs.``γου αsΚ me αbουt my bυsίneSS, Μr. Μetα1Ιίnοs," he sαίd ίn α

bίtter  tοne.   ``Well,   Ι  hανen't  αny.   Ι  hαd  Serίουs  fίnαncίαι
reνerseS αnd Ι hαd tο clοSe the stοre. Αnd now yου're tα1Κίng
to me αbουt Gοd. Τhere ίsn't αny Gοd, Μr. Μetα11ίnοS!"

Αfter the  fίrSt ραrt οf hίs meSsαge Μetαι1ίnοS wΟυ1d ΟΗer the
ραstοrα1 ρrαyer αnd hανe the cοngregαtίοn jΟίn ίn sίngίng α hymn
Οr twΟ befΟre ΡrΟceedίng tΟ the secοnd ΡΟrtίοn Οf the Sermon.
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Τhίs wαs υsυα1Ιy deνοted tο the ρresentαtίοn οf the mesSαge οf
the gοsρeΙ. Ηere he tοοΚ the ορροrtυnίty tο eχρ1αίn αnd emρhα-
sίze the bαsίc trυthS οf the dίνίne ρΙαn fοr the sαιναtίοn of mαn:
Τhe etemαι ρreeχίstence οf ]esυs Chrίst, the essentίαι deίty οf Ηίs
ρersοn,  Ηίs  ίncαrnαtίοn,  Ηίs  αtonίng  worΚ  οn  the  crοSS,  Ηίs
bοdίιy resυrrectίοn frοm the deαd, αnd Ηίs fυtυre retυm tο tακe
αwαy  Ηίs  chυrch.  Μetαι1ίnοS  wαs  sο  ρerSίstent  ίn  reρeαtedΙy
gοίng  ονer  αnd  eχρΙαίnίng  theSe  dοctrίnes  thαt  sοme  οf  his
heαrers cοmρΙαίned thαt he wαs ρreαchίng the sαme thίngS ονer
αnd ονer αgαίn ίn eνery οne οf hίs meSSαges. ``Lίsten, my frίend,"
he  sαίd  tο  οne  οf  theSe  crίtίcs,  ``γου  mυst  Κeeρ  ίn  mίnd  thαt
ρreαchίng thαt ίs nοt grουnded οn these sουι-Sανίng trυths ίs nοt
reαιιy gοsρeΙ ρreαchίng bυt jυst α Ιοt οf ρίουs tαικ, tοtαuy wίthουt
ροwer tο gίνe new Ιίfe tο dyίng Sουιs."

Τhe Sίngίng οf αnοther hymn οr twο wΟυιd brίng thίs ραrt οf
the serνίce tο α cΙοse αnd wΟυ1d ίntrοdυce the thίrd ροrtiοn οf the
messαge, whίch wαs ΙαrgeΙy dίdαctίc ίn nαtυre.

Τhe ραrαbleS οf JeSυs, the mίrαcΙes ίn the Νew Τestαment, αnd
ίncίdents frοm the Ο1d ΤeStαment were rίch sουrces frοm whίch
he wου1d g1eαn trυthS αnd ίιιυstrαtίοns thαt he υsed αs bυndίng
blocΚs  tο  erect  α  beαυdfυι  edίfίce  οf  ρrαctίcαι  ίnstrυctίοn.  Τhe
sρίrίtυαι feαst wΟυιd be  cοncΙυded wίth the  sίnging οf αnοther
hymn αnd α cΙοSίng ρrαyer. Τhυs ΜetαιιίnοS'S messαges, ίn whίch
cοnSοΙαtίοn, gοsρeΙ trυth, αnd ρrαctίcαι ίnstrυctίοn eαch ρΙαyed α
dίstίnct ραrt, were αιwαyS rίch, ίmρressίνe, αnd eΗectίνe.

Τhere ίs mαgίc αnd ροwer ίn wordS. Τhere αre ρeορΙe whο cαn
ρυt α 1ίttle chίιd tο sιeeρ jυst by the υse οf words, αnd there αre
οthers whο, α1sο by the υse οf wοrds, cαn αrουse α whοΙe nαtίοn
tο deeds οf herοίsm. When ΜetαιιίnοS ρreαched, hίs wοrds were
endοwed wίth dίνίne ροwer tο gαίn αn entrαnce ίntο the secret
receSseS οf hυmαn sουιs αnd tο worΚ mίrαcΙes there.  Ηίs words
were mοre thαn beαυtifυ1 rhetοrίc wίth the sοΙe αίm οf ρΙeαsίng
the eαr; they were dynαmίc υtterαnces wίth the ροwer tο stίr the
sΟυι αnd brίng ίt tο the ναι1ey οf decίsίοn.

Οne οf the secrets bαcΚ οf Μetαιιίnos's SυcceSs ίn the ρυιρίt wαs
the ίntenSeΙy ρersοnαι chαrαcter οf hίs ρreαchίng. Τhίs cαme αs α
resυ1t  of hίs  Ιοng  αnd  eχtensίνe  eχρerίence  ίn  the  αrt οf ρυbΙίc
Sρeακίng.  Ηe  seemed  tο  be  tαικίng  dίrectly  tο  the  ίndίνίdυαι
1ίstener wίth the sαme ρerSοnαι ίnterest thαt α dοctοr shοws when
he  ίs  Sρeακίng  tο  α  ραtίent,  οr  α  fαther  to  hίs  chΗd.  Αnother
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υnυsυα1 feαtυre thαt ρ1αyed α ραrt ίn hίs sermonS wαs hίs gίft for
whαt  we  might  cα1Ι  eχρresSίνeneSS.  Ηe  υsed  sίmρΙe  1αngυαge,
Shοrt Sentences, αnd eχρreSsίοns fαmίιίαr tο the cοmmοn ρeΟρ1e,
αnd yet hίs ρreSentαtίοn οf the trυthS οf Gοd'S ρΙαn of sαιναtίοn
thrουgh ]eSυs Chrίst wαs α1wαys cΙοthed ίn α nονel mαnner αnd
hαd αn αρρeα1ίng freShneSS αbουt ίt.

Μetα1Ιίnοs hαd α decίded ρreference tο αddresS hίmseΙf tο the
``mοdern  mίnd"-thαt  ίs  whαt  he  cαιιed  cίνίιίzed  mαn  οf  the

cοntemροrαry scene. Sο he felt thαt he shΟυιd ρresent the eνents
αnd the teαchίngS οf Scrίρtυre ίn α mαnner Sυίted tο the mentαιity
οf the αge. Τhίs υιtrα-modem αρρrοαch wαs Stίι1 αnοther ίnnονα-
tiοn thαt he ίntrοdυced ίntο hίs ρreαchίng.

Religίουs terms αnd eχρreSSίοnS thαt hαd been υsed reρeαtedΙy
ονer the yeαrs mυst be reρ1αced by οtherS mοre mοdern,  more
αρρeα1ίng,  mοre  ίnterestίng.  Τhυs  the  ΗοΙy  Scrίρtυres  becαme
``Τhe  ΒΟοΚ";  the  Νew  ΤeStαment  wαs  renαmed  ``Gοd'S  Gοοd
Νews fοr Μαn"; hίs term fοr ρrαyer wαs ``Ι hανe α tα1Κ wίth Ηίm";
αnd α Sermon nοw wαs ``α sρίrίtυαι tαικ" οr mereΙy ``α dίscουrSe."
ΤeαchίngS ίn the gοsρeΙs bαsed οn ραrαbΙes mίrrοrίng the αgrίcυι-
tυrαι  Ιίfe  οf  ΗrSt-centυry  ΡαιeStίne  were  nοw  ρreSented  ίn  α
modem dreSs, wίth ίιιυstrαtίνe references tο mοdem technο1οgy
αnd tο cίty 1ίfe.  Τhυs the Chrίstίαn's υnίοn wίth the rίsen Lοrd
fουnd ίts αnα1οgy ίn the ρΙυg thαt cοnnectS αn eΙectrίc mοtοr tο
the mαίn ροwer 1ίne. Αnd fαίth wαs 1ίκened tο the Κnοb οn α rαdίο
setΗS 1οng αs we Κeeρ ίt tυmed οΗ we αre cοmρΙetely ουt οf
tουch  wίth  the  eΙectrοmαgnetίc  wανes  thαt  αre  eνerywhere
αrουnd υs. Βυt αs soon αs we tυm οn the ``Κnοb" οf fαίth ουr sΟυι
receίνes α whο1e wοrld οf trυths αnd reνelαtίοns, α reαιm tο whίch
we fοrmerly were cοmρ1ete strαngerS.
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Τhe Ηαινest FίeΙds
αnd the Lαborers

Μ etαιιίnοs's  ρrαyerS  bΙended  wίth  the  ροwer  οf  Gοd.  Τhe.
wοrΚ ΡrΟsρered αnd becαme fίrmΙy estαbΙiShed,  αnd sοοn

thίs gosρel mίnίstry wαs sρreαdίng ίnto new αreαs. Τhe sυccess οf
the wοrΚ ίn Αthens encουrαged the chυrch tο eχραnd ίts αctίνίtίes
ίntο the sυbυrbs, where Smαιι grουρs fοrmed αnd met ίn ρrίναte
hοmeS.  ΑS  they  stυdίed  the  Wοrd  αnd  ρrαyed  tοgether,  they
fΟυnd  the  cοmfοrt  αnd  strength  they  needed  tο  sυstαίn  them
dυrίng the terrίbΙe οrdeα1s οf the wαr yeαrs. Τhe Ηrst twο οf thοse
sρίrίtυαι ουtροstS were estαbΙίshed ίn Νeα Smymα αnd Νeα Ιοnία
αrουnd 1943. Ιn the yeαrs ίmmedίαtely fοΙΙοwίng, the nυmber οf
theSe new centers ίncreαsed, thαnΚs tο the mίsSίοnαry eΗοrts οf
members οf the chυrch αt 18 Lycυrgυs Street.

Βυt αs thοse new fίeldS were rίρenίng fοr the hαrνest ίt becαme
more αnd mοre eνίdent thα.t there wαs α ΙαcΚ οf sυίtαbΙe wοrΚers.
``Ο Lord, send fοrth Ιαbοrers ίntΟ γουr νίneyαrd. Send υs αn αrmy
οf gοSρeΙ wοrΚers αnd αnοίnt them fοr theίr tαsΚs," wαs Μetαι1ί-
nοs'S dαίιy ρrαyer.  Ηe ίnνίted seνerαι οf the  mοre cαραble αnd
better edυcαted  members  οf the  chυrch,  esρecίαι1y yουng men
αnd women, tο engαge ίn ΒίbΙe stυdy so thαt they mίght becοme
better ρreραred fοr Chrίstίαn wοrΚ. Τhυs ίn 1945, there Sρrαng υρ

112ο
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αn ίnfοrmα1 ΙίttΙe SchοοΙ οf the Βίble whίch Ιαter cαme tο be Κnοwn
αs the GreeΚ ΒίbΙe Ιnstίtυte.  Τhere were αbουt twenty Stυdents
thαt Ηst yeαr.

Τhe ίnstrυctίοn fοr the mοst ραrt tοοΚ the fοrm οf free dίscυs~
sίοn, αnd dυrίng the fουr hουrS they met tοgether eαch weeΚ, the
stυdents αnd theίr teαcher wΟυιd ΙοοΚ ίntο α ναrίety οf sυbjects
αnd wου1d tα1Κ αbουt jυst αnythίng thαt cαme υρ.  Τhey mίght
jυmρ frοm the mystery οf the ΗοΙy Ήnίty tο the reSυrrectίοn οf
the  deαd,  αnd  fοΙΙοw  thαt  wίth  αn  eχρΙαnαtίοn  οf  α  SίmρΙίfίed
methοd οf Stυdyίng Ηebrew. Τhen they mίght dίscυss the errοrs
ίn Dαrwίn's theory of eνοιυtίοn αnd mίght eνen end υρ tαικίng
αbουt ίnnυenzα αnd the mοSt eΗectίνe treαtment fοr ίt. Dυrίng the
cουrse οf the dίscυssίοns the stυdents wΟυιd αsΚ qυeStίοns_α1Ι
ΚίndS οf qυestίοns.  Τhey were cυrίουs αbουt α wίde ναrίety οf
things:  DοeS  the  deνίι  reαιιy  hανe  hοmS  αnd  α  tαίι?  Wίιι  we
recοgnίze each οther ίn heανen? Dο germs hανe αnythίng tο dο
wίth eνίι sρίrίtS? Αre α1Ι the ρrίests οf the Οrthοdοχ chυrch gοίng
tο hen?

Ιn sρίte οf the 1αcΚ οf α weu-οrgαnίzed cυrrίcυιυm,Ι the GreeΚ
ΒίbΙe Ιnstίtυte wαs sυcceSsfυ1 ίn ρreραrίng mαny gίfted Chrίstίαn
worΚers whο 1αter mαde ίnναιυαbΙe cοntrίbυtίοnS tο the wοrΚ οf
the Free Chυrch οf Αthens αnd οf the GreeΚ ΕναngeΙίcαι Chυrches
ίn generα1.  Αn ίmροrtαnt fαctοr ίn thίs sυccess wαs the gίft for
teαchίng thαt Μetα1Ιίnοs ροsseSsed. Τhe sίmρΙίcίty αnd clαrίty οf
hίs  ρresentαtίοn  cουριed  wίth  hίs  Κnοwίng jυst  hοw  tο  ρυt  α
sυbject αcrοss mαde 1eαmίng α ρΙeαsυre fοr hίs stυdents. Ηe hαd
αn αmαzίng αbί1ίty tο cοίn new wordS αnd eχρreSSίοns,  αnd his
hίghΙy ίndίνίdυαι styΙe gανe νίtαιίty tο hίs ρresentαtίοn αnd mαde
hίs meαnίng ρerfectΙy cleαr.

ΜetαιιίnοS's  theο1οgy  αιwαys  hαd  ρrαcticα1  οbjectίνes.  Ιn  hίs
ρersοnαι Ιίfe he neνer dίνοrced dοctrίne frοm cοndυct. ΑΙthουgh
he mίght ίn hίs thουght-Ιίfe reνeΙ ίn the jοys thαt ρυre theοrίzίng
αΗοrds, he neνer fοrgοt thαt his wαικ mυst be α hο1y οne. Τhαt
sαme emρhαsίs wαs cαrrίed Ονer ίnto hίs teαchίng.  ΑΙthΟυgh ίt
gανe hίm greαt dς1ίght tο deνeΙορ theοretίcα1 tορίcs sυch αs ``Fαίth
frοm  α  Ρhί1οsορhίcαι  Ροίnt οf νίew,"  οr  ``Τhe  ΙnterreΙαtίοn be-
tween ]υstίce αnd Grαce," he dίdn't fαίι tο emρhαsίze the ρrαctίcαι
αsΡect οf the Chrίstίαn Ιίfe αs weΙΙ:
1Αfter α yeαr οr twο, the cοntent οf the cουrseS wαs Stαndαrdίzed αnd the mαnner
Οf Ρresentαάοn ρrΟρerΙy οrgαnίzed.
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Α grΟυρ οf stυdents of the GreeΚ ΒίbΙe  |nstίtυte fουnded by Μetα||ίnοs

``Lονe yουr enemίes," thαt ίs the crοwnίng αchieνement. ΤΟ
ΙΟνe thοse whο 1ονe yΟυ meαns ΙittΙe οr nοthίng; eνen thieνes
dο thαt. Βυt Ι sαy υntο yου, ``Lονe those whο αre υnwοrthy οf
yουr Ιονe; fοr υnΙeSS yου do thαt, yου αre nο better thαn the .
ρυbΙίcαnS αnd sίnners." Lονe tοwαrd thοse who 1ονe yου ίs
αn οbΙίgαtίοn. Βυt when yου Ιονe sοmeοne whο ίs nοt wοrthy
of yουr Ιονe then yου αre enterίng ίntο the sρhere οf Chrίstίαn
Ιονe αnd αre becοmίng mοre Ιίκe yουr heανenΙy Fαther. When
we hαte Sοmeοne αnd Sαy we dοn't wαnt tο Ιαy eyes οn hίm,
then  Sαtαn  enterS  ίntΟ  υs.  Wheneνer  ΡeΟΡΙe  wrΟn8 υs  we
shου1d ρrαy, ``Ο Gοd, gίνe me α heαrt Ιίκe γουrs so thαt Ι cαn
Ιονe eνeryone."

Ιf yουr heαrt ίs nοt reαdy tο fοrgίνe, then yουr ``οΙd mαn" ίs
stίιι ίn cοntrοΙ. We mυstn't sαy, "Τwo yeαrs αgο yου dίd thυs
αnd Sο tο me," αnd try tο get ουr reνenge. Ιnsteαd we shουιd
Ρrαy, ``Μy Gοd, hανe mercy υροn hίm."

When yου αre αnχίουs αbουt mαny thίngS, ίt reαι1y meαns
thαt yου αre Ιettίng wοrry sαρ yουr energίeS, αnd when thαt
hαρρens yου  1οSe  αιι  senSe  of the  thίngs  of the  Sρίrίt frοm
yουr Sου1. γου Shου1dn't hαrbοr αnχίety. γου hανe α Fαther ίn
heανen whο cαres fοr yου. ΤhίnΚ Οf αιι the bίrdS thαt hανe nο
fΟοd Sυρριίes stοred υρ, thαt neνer Sοw αnd neνer reαρ. Τhe
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Lοrd Κeeρs Sυρρ1yίng them wίth fοοd. Οnce Ι drορρed Sοme
crυmbs ίn my yαrd, αnd rίght αwαy α nocΚ οf bίrds cαme αfter
them.   Whο  brουght  them  there?  Τhe  ίnstίnct  thαt  God
ρΙαnted wίthίn them gυίded them rίght tο thαt Sροt.  ΙSn't ίt
certαίn thαt God hαs eνen mοre cοncern fοr υs?

γου gο υρ tο yουr brother αnd sαy tο hίm, ``γου'νe got α bίt
οf chαff ίn yουr eye; 1et me tακe ίt ουt fοr yου," αnd αt the
sαme tίme yου αre ίgnοrίng the bίg beαm ίn yΟυr οwn eye.
Whαt  α  hyροcrίte  yου  αre!  Don't  Set  ουt  tΟ  ρrοnουnce
jυdgments,  becαυse  Gοd  ίs  the  οne  tο  dο  thαt,  αnd  Ηe  ίs
gοίng tο jυdge yου. ]υst mίnd yουr οwn bυsίness. LοοΚ ίn the
mίnοr, αnd ίf yου see thαt yου αre sροtΙeSS, then yου cαn gο
ουt to tαικ tΟ ρeορΙe-not tο cοndemn them, bυt tο Shοw
them the rίght wαy ίn α Sρίrίt οf Ιονe. Βυt fίrst οf αιι get thαt
bίg beαm ουt οf yΟυr eye. Μαιicίουs gοssίρ ίs αn αwfυι thίng
fοr Chrίstίαns tο engαge ίn,  αnd ίt grίeνes the Lord.  Ιf yου
dοn't qυίt goSsίρίng ρretty Sοοn, Ηe'ΙΙ jυst hανe tο ρυιι yουr
eαr. γου Ιίκe tο ρretend thαt yου αre dοίng ίt Ουt οf 1oνe, αnd
yου try tο eχcυse yουrself by Sαyίng, ``Αm Ι nοt my brοther's
Κeeρer?"  Whο  hαs  αρροίnted yου  tο  be  hίs  Κeeρer?  Jesυs
Chrίst αnd the ΗοΙy Sρίrίt αre yουr brοther's Κeeρers. Ιnsteαd
οf beίng ίn α greαt hυrry tο reρrονe yουr brοther, fίrSt cοnfesS
yΟυr οwn sίn tο hίm, αnd then yου cαn tαικ tο hίm αbουt hίs.

Τhυs, Μetαιιίnos not onΙy ίnStrυcted the belίeνers οn dοctrίnαι
mαtterS ίn οrder thαt they mίght cοme tο Κnοw mοre αbουt Chrίst,
bυt he α1so tαυght them ρrαctίcαι trυths tο estαbΙίsh them ίn the
Ιίfe  ίn  Chrίst.

Ηe wαs eSρecίαιιy ίnterested ίn Seeίng tο ίt thαt thοse whο were
ρ1αnnίng tο gο ίntο Chrίstίαn wοrΚ were weΙΙ eqυίρρed Sρίrίtυαιιy
αnd mοrαιιy. Ηe ΙοοΚed from the eχhοrtαtίοn οf the αροstΙe Ραυι,
``Commίt theSe thίngS tο fαίthfυ1 men whο shα1Ι be αbΙe tο teαch

οtherS αιsο,"  αs hίs  greαteSt ρersοnα1 reSροnsίbί1ίty.  Ηe wαnted
thοSe  who  1αbοred  ίn the  gοsρeΙ  tο be  fίrmΙy  grουnded  in  the
Scrίρtυres,  cαrefυ1 ίn theίr behανίοf,  αnd hο1y` ίn theίr Ιίfe.  Dαίιy
he wουιd ρrαy, ``Shίeld αnd ρrotect γουr serναntS, Ο Lοrd, frοm
the fα1Se αccυsαtίοns of the deνί1." Αnd αt the sαme tίme he wου1d
gίνe them ρrαctίcαι cΟυnseΙS g1eαned from hίs οwn eχρerίenceS:

Τhe chυrch οf ]eSυs Chrίst ίs beίng bυίιt by Chrίst αnd not by
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men. Τhίs meαns thαt ίt ίs Chrίst αnd Ηe α1οne whο ίnsρίreS
αnd mοtίναteS the sουιs thαt fίnd theίr wαy ίntο the fο1d. Ηe ίt
ίs whο sανeS them αnd estαbΙίshes them. We mυst be cαrefυι
then αιwαys tο ΙοοΚ υρ αnd tο ρrαy, ``Lοrd, 1eαd me tο sοme
Sουι thαt γου hανe mαde reαdy," rαther thαn tο hανe cοnΗ-
dence  ίn ουr  οwn αbmtίeS  αnd  sαy  thαt we wίιι mακe  ουr
neίghbοr α Chrίstίαn. We αre SίmρΙy ίnstrυmentS thαt Chrίst
cαn υse. We cαn't mακe the deαd cοme tο 1ίfe, bυt thαt ίs reαι1y
whαt needs tο hαρρen tο the υnSανed. Ιt ίs Chrίst who mυst
ρerfοrm the wοrΚ. γου αre tο ρreαch αnd then stαrt ρrαyίng
thίs ρrαyer, ``Ο Lοrd, remονe cαres αnd wοrrίes frοm sοme
sΟυι, brίng ίt here tο Ιίsten tΟ γουr Word, αnd Ιeαd ίt tο γουr
sαιναtίοn."

Sουιs thαt yου brίng οn yουr οwn don't remαίn; οnΙy thοse
thαt  Chrίst  brίngs  remαίn.   Ιt  wαs  Chrίst  whο  cα1Ιed  the
Εthίορίαn eυnυch; then Ηe Sent Ρhίιίρ tο tαικ tο him. Ιt wαs
Chrίst whο sent Ραυι tο Lydία. Ραυι cουιdn't Κnοw whαt wαs
ίn  ρeορΙe's  heαrts.  Ιt ίs  α  mίstακe  tο  sαy,  αs  sοme  dο,  ``Ι'ΙΙ
mακe α Chrίstίαn ουt οf hίm" or ``Ι'ΙΙ get hίm tο chαnge his
mίnd." Τhοse whο sαy Sυch thίngS dοn't seem tο Κnοw whο
mυst dο the bυίιdίng.  Αgαίn  Sοmeοne mαy cοmρΙαίn,  ``We
αre sο few." Τhαt dοesn't mαtter ίn the Ιeαst. Αre there twο οf
yου? WeΙΙ then, yου αre mαny. ΗοΙd fαst tο the fαίth αnd Κeeρ
οn ρrαyίng.  γουr Ιίfe wίιι reνeαι where yου Stαnd.  ``Βυt Ηe
hαsn't Sent αny sΟυ1 ουr wαy." Ρerhαρs there ίsn't οne reαdy.
Τhe .Lοrd wίιι ρreραre some sουιs αnd wίιι Ιeαd them to yου
when the tίme cοmes.  Dοn't be ίn α hυrry.  Chrίst ίs mοre
eαger fοr SΟυιs thαn we αre.  Ουr desίre tΟ Sρeed thίn8s υρ
stems frοm ουr ρrίde; we wαnt to cουnt nυmbers. ``Τhe Lοrd
Κeρt αddίng .  .  . thοSe thαt were beίng sανed." Ιf yου αren't
cαrefυ1  αnd  ίf  whαt  yου  reαιιy  wαnt  ίs  jυst  tο  creαte  α
Sensαtίοn, yου'ΙΙ get bαdΙy tαngled υρ.

Τhίs ίs nοt tο sαy thαt yου shουιd sίt dοwn αnd dο nοthίng.
Fαr frοm ίt. Κeeρ ρrαyίng, Κeeρ deρendίng οn Ηίm whο ίs the
Ηeαd οf the chυrch. Gο where Ηe 1eαds yου. Gίνe ουt trαcts
whereνer Ηe  dίrects,  bυt  dοn't  eνer mακe  the  mίstακe  οf
thίnΚίng thαt yου αre the Ηeαd. Ιf we Κeeρ cΙοse tο Gοd, Ηίs
Sρίrίt wίιι gυίde υs' αnd we shαιι sense where we Ουght tο gο
αnd  when  we  ουght  tο  Sρeακ  fοr  ουr Lοrd.  Let υs  ρ1αce
ουrSeΙνes  υnder Ηίs  dίrect gυίdαnce,  Κnοwίng thαt Ηe wίι1
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send υs whereνer there αre sουιs mαde reαdy for ουr mίnίs-
try.

When yΟυ hανe cΙοse commυnίοn wίth Gοd, Ηe wίιι gυίde
yου αs  tο where yου ουght tο ρreαch.  Cοnsίder the Lοrd
IeSυs:  We  reαd,  ``Ιt  wαs  neceSSαry  fοr  Ηίm  tο  gο  thrουgh
Sαmαrίa"  σοhn 4:4).  Αnd 1οοΚ αt whαt hαρρened αfter Ηe
tα1Κed wίth the Sαmαrίtαn wοmαn.

Αt Ρhίιίρρί the αροstΙe Ραυι went to the rίνersίde αnd sροΚe
tο Sοme women whο went there tο ρrαy.  Τhe resυ1t: Lydία
wαs conνerted, αnd αs α cοnSeqυence α chυrch wαs stαrted αt
Ρhίιίρρί.

Ιf someοne stαrts tο sweαr, dοn't tαικ tο hίm. Why shου1d
yου tαικ tο hίm? Το mακe him sweαr αιι the mοre? Ιt ίs the
Lοrd whο αddS thοSe  thαt αre beίng sανed  (Αcts 2:47).  Gο
sοmewhere eΙSe.  Ιf we dίd whαt the Lοrd tοΙd υs tο dο, we
wΟυιdn't be gettίng eνerythίng so tΟρsy-tυrνy.

Ρersecυted bυt νίctοrίουs
Αfter twenty-fίνe yeαrS οf eχceΙΙent cοορerαtίοn between Μetαι-

1ίnοs αnd the Ρrοtestαnt chυrches ίn Greece (1925-1950), nο οne
hαd reαsοn tο eχρect αn υρheαναι Sυch αs thαt whίch brοΚe ουt
αrουnd the qυestίοn οf ChrίstοΙοgy.

Τhe SραrΚ wαs 1it when α Stυdent οf the GreeΚ Βίble ΙnStίtυte,
where  Μetα11ίnοS  wαs  ρresίdent,  ρreαched  οn  the  sυbject  οf
Chrίst's  hυmίιίαtίοn.  Ιn  the  cουrSe  οf hίs  sermοn,  the  sρeακer
sυρροrted  Μetα11ίnοS's  teαchίng thαt  dυrίng  the  ρerίοd  οf Ηίs
ίncαmαtίοn, the Sοn οf Gοd ``emρtίed ΗίmseΙf" frοm Ηίs Dίνίne
αttrίbυtes  αnd becαme  comρΙeteΙy  obedίent  tο  Ηίs  Fαther ίn  α1Ι
thίngS. Τhίs Chrίstο1οgίcαι νίew hαd α hαrsh sουnd ίn the eαrs οf
certαίn eναngeΙίcα1 beueνers αttαched tο the trαdίtίοnα1 ``Cοnfes-
Sίοns Οf Fαίth.„

Τhe  heαrt  οf  the  mαtter  ίs,  brίeny,  thίs:  Αccοrdίng  tο  the
trαdίtίοnαι  dοctrίne,   αs  ίt  wαs  fοrmυιαted  ίn  the  Cουncίι  οf
Chαιcedon (Α.D. 451), α dοctrίne αιsο αcceρted by the mαίnstreαm
οf ΡroteStαntίsm, ]esυs Chrίst, dυrίng Ηίs thίrty-three yeαrs οf Ιίfe
οn  eαrth,  wαs  ``trυιy  God  αnd  trυιy  mαn,  wίth  twο  Seραrαte
nαtυres, α dίνίne nαtυre αnd α sίnΙeSS hυmαn nαtυre, dίstίnct frοm
eαch οther αnd yet ίnSeραrαbΙy jοίned together ίn οne ρerson wίth



126 . Κοstαs Μetαιιίhοs

αι1 Ηίs dίνίne ρrerοgαtίνes αnd ρerfectίοnS υnchαnged."2
ΜetαιιίnoS,  α1wαys αnχίουs tο checΚ trαdίtίοn wίth Scrίρtυres,

wαs nοt reαdy tΟ αcceρt the trαdίtίοnαι νίew befοre seαrchίng the
ScrίρtυreS hίmseΙf οn thίs ίmροrtαnt Sυbject.  Ηe Κnew thαt whαt
αre cαιιed ``trαdίtίοnα1 cοnfeSSίοns οf fαίth" were mοstΙy decίsίοns
οf the Εcυmenίcαι Cουncίιs, οf whίch he wαs wαry. Ηe fουnd hίs
sυsρίcίοns jυstίfίed when seαrchίng the ScrίρtυreS he cαme tο the
cοncΙυsίοn thαt the Sοn οf Gοd, beίng ``eqυαι tο Gοd," Ιeft heανen
αnd entered ίntο trυe hυmαn 1ίfe;  thαt Ηe νοιυntαrίιy deρrίνed
ΗίmSelf οf Ηίs dίνίne αttrίbυtes οf οmnίρresence, οmnίροtence,
αnd omnίscίence. Ηe becαme α comρΙeteΙy ρerfect Μαn wίthουt,
hοweνer, breακίng Ηίs υnίοn wίth the Fαther αt αny tίme becαυse
οf sίn.

Sοme  trίed  to  dίscουrαge  ΜetαιιίnοS  frοm  dοίng  tοο  mυch
reseαrch οn the ρerson οf Chrίst, αrgυίng thαt ``we mυst nοt try tο
teαr αwαy the νeίι thαt hίdes  the  mystery of the ίncαrnαte  Son
frΟm ουr eyes.,,

ΜetαιιίnοS dίd nοt See thίngS the sαme wαy. Fοr hίm, Chrίstο1ο-
gy wαs nοt fοrbίdden, bυt wαs α Sυbject deSerνίng οf ουr stυdy.
Ιn fαct,  ίf the Stυdy οf ίt ίs cαrrίed ουt wίth ρrορer hυmίιίty αnd
reνerence, ίt reSυιtS ίn bΙessίng αnd reίnνίgοrαtίng οf the sΟυι οf
the belίeνer.  Ηe wrίtes:

Ιt ίs nο sίn οr ίmρίety fοr υs tο seeΚ tο Ιeαm mοre αnd mοre
αbουt the nαtυre οf Chrίst,  ρrαπ.d!'7τg ωc πeυcr go bCyο7tά ωάαf
hαs  been  reveαιed  αbουt  Ηίm  ίn  the  ΒίbΙe.  Leει:min8  αn We  cαn
αbουt the Ρerson of Chrίst refreSheS the sου1. Chrίst telΙs υs tο
eαt Ηίs ΠeSh αnd drίnΚ Ηίs bΙοοd sο thαt we mίght hανe Ιίfe
thrΟυgh Ηίm. Αnd we αre tο1d thαt ίt ίs the wί11 οf Gοd thαt
we mαy α1Ι cοme ``tο the Κnοwιedge οf the Son οf Gοd" αnd
``tο  αcΚnowιedgment  οf  the  mystery  οf  Gοd .  .  . αnd  οf

Chrίst,  ίn  whοm  αre  hίd  αιι  the  treαsυres  οf  wίsdοm  αnd
Κnowιedge"  (Ερhesίαns 4:13,  CοΙοssίαns 2:2-3).

FοΙΙΟwίng  thίs  eχρΙαnαtίοn  Μetα1Ιίnοs  ίmmedίαteΙy  ρrοceeded
tο  Shοw  frοm  the  Scrίρtυres  thαt  the  Wοrd-Jesυs  Chrίst-
"becαme  ΠeSh  σοhn  1:14),  ``becαme  ροοr"  (2  CοrίnthίαnS  8:9),
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``emρtίed ΗίmseΙf" (Ρhί1ίρρίαns 2:7Lα11 οf whίch cαn οnly meαn

thαt  dυrίng  the  thίrty-three  yeαrs  οf Ηίs  Ιίfe  οn  eαrth  the  Sοn
defίniteΙy αnd trυιy entered ίnto the mοde οf hυmαn eχίstence,
wίthΟυt ceαsίng tο be the eternαι Son οf God, the Gοd-mαn.  Ηe
Ιeft  behίnd  Ηίs  ρersonαι  ίnίtίαtίνe  αnd  Ιίνed  α  Ιίfe  οf  cοmρΙete
deρendence  υροn  the  heανenΙy  Fαther  σοhn  5:30,  36),  beίng
cοmρΙeteΙy  sυbSerνίent  tΟ  Ηίs  Fαther  ίn  αιι  thίngS  σοhn  6:57;
8:26-29;  8:42;  11:41-42;  12:49-50;  13:3;  14:10;  16:28).

``Α God whο ceαseS to be Gοd neνer wαs Gοd,"  sαίd ΡrΟΡΟ-
nents οf the trαdίtίοnαι νίew.

``Τhαt  αrgυment  dοeS  not  hοΙd  wαter,"  Μetαι1ίnοs  reρΙίed.
``Whαt we reαιιy ουght tο sαy ίs thαt α Gοd whο ίs the ρrίsοner οf
Ηίs  οwn nαtυre αnd whο cαnnοt becοme jυst eχαctΙy whαt Ηe
wαntS tο ίs no Gοd αt αιι."

Ιt  wΟυιd  hανe  been  fortυnαte  ίf  thίs  dίαιοgυe  hαd  remαίned
confίned tο theΟΙοgίcαι αrgυments.  Βυt αs the dίscυssίοn cοntίn-
υed,  ίt αsSυmed Ιαrger αnd 1αrger ρrοροrtίοns, αnd ίt becαme So
heαted thαt hαsty retorts reρΙαced reαsoned αrgυments αnd the
whο1e  sίtυαtίοn got ρrοgreSsίνely worSe.  Ιnsteαd οf Κeeρίng the
Chrίstologίcαι qυeStίοn οn the ΙeνeΙ Οf frυίtfυι dίscυsSίοn, Some of
thοse  ίnνοινed  ρrοceeded  tο  υnΙeαsh  ρersοnαι  αttαcΚS  αgαίnst
Μetα1Ιίnos.   Τhίs  wαs  αn  υnfοrtυnαte  errοr.   ΤhοSe  who  hαd
υndertακen tο cαrry οn α frυίtfυ1 dίscυssίοn αbΟυt the ρerSοn οf
Chrίst hαd fοrgοtten αbουt the Ιονe οf Chrίst.

Τhere wαs nο να1ίd jυstίfίcαtίοn fοr the αttαcΚs αnd αccυsαtίοnS,
becαυse  ίn  α  fοrmαι ρυbΙic  stαtement mαde  ίn Seρtember  1951,
Μetαι1ίnοS hαd ρresented hίs ροSίtiοn υnmίstακαbΙy ίn the fο11οw-
ίn8 w0rds.

Ι beΙίeνe wίth αι1 my heαrt αnd αffίrm thαt whί1e Ηe wαs οn
eαrth ]esυs Chrίst wαs αnd cοntίnυed to be the secοnd Ρersοn
οf  the  dίνίne  ™nίty,  the  eternαι  Sοn  οf  Gοd  whο  hαd
αssυmed the fοrm of α serναnt ίn order thαt Ηe mίght ρreSent
ΗίmSeΙf αs the  sυbstίtυte for α1Ι men.  Αfter Ηίs ίncαrnαtίοn,
Ηe cοntίnυes tο be Gοd ίn eξsence, the Secοnd ``ΡerSοn" οf
the dίνίne Ήnίty, ίn sρίte οf Ηίs hανίng entered ίntο hυmαn
Ιίfe   αnd   hανίng   become   essentίαιιy   αnd   fοr   α1Ι   ρrαctίcα1
ΡυrροSeS trυιy mαn.

Μetα11ίnοs wαs nοt one tο αcceρt the trαdίtίοnα1 ``ConfessίοnS οf
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Fαίth" wίth the nοnchαιαnce of α dίner ίn α reStαυrαnt whΟ αcceρts
the  dίsheS οf fοοd offered to hίm αnd ρrοceedS  tο eαt wίthουt
αsΚing αny qυeStίοns.  Ηe wαnted tο dο sοme ``cοοΚίng" hίmseΙf
wheneνer αny of the commοnΙy-heΙd theοΙοgίcα1 cοnceρts dίd not
qυίte  sαtίsfy  hίm.  Ηe  αιwαyS  dίd  seαrch  the  Scrίρtυres,  αs  he
freqυently  testίfίed,  ``wίth  ρrαyer,  wίth  Sίncerity  of  heαrt,  αnd
wίth α ΙΟt οf hαrd Stυdy."

Α  gΟοd  ΒίbΙe  schο1αr  αnd  α  ρrοfουnd  mαster  of  the  GreeΚ
Ιαngυαge, Μetα11ίnοS cουιd not see how the ChrίstΟΙοgίcα1 defίni-
tίοn of the CΟυncίι Οf Chαιcedon fίndS αny Sυρροrt ίn the Νew
ΤeStαment.  Ηe  cουιd  nοt  see,  fοr  eχαmρΙe,  hοw  Chrίst αs  οne
ρersοn αt the sαme time Κnew αιι thίngS αs Gοd, αnd did nοt Κnοw
the sαme thίngS αs mαn; thαt αt the Sαme tίme,  Ηe cου1d dο α11
thίngS αs God, αnd cΟυ1d nοt dο the sαme things αs mαn; thαt on
the crοss Ηe wαs fοrsακen by the Fαther αs mαn, αnd αt the Sαme
time  Ηe wαs ίn the  gΙοry οf heανen αs Gοd.  Ιn ρΙαce οf thοse
cοntrαdίctίοns,   Μetαιιίnοs   dίscονered   ίn   the   Scrίρtυres   the
ώ7'mοπί.οπS  SΟΙυtίοn  thαt Chrίst'S Κnowιedge  grew ρrοgreSSίνeΙy
(Lυκe 2:52), thαt Ηe drew Ηίs omnίροtence frοm the Fαther (Jοhn
14:10έ7)  αnd  thαt  dυring  Ηίs  eαrthΙy  Ιίfe  Ηe  wαs  αbsent  frοm
heανen σοhn 16:28). Τhυs the αbονe cοntrαdίctίοns αre eΙίmίnαt-
ed,  αnd  the  myStery  ίs  trαnsferred  to  the  Κenοsίs  οf  ΗίmSeΙf
(Ρhίιίρρίαns 2:6-8) αs αn αct whereby Chrίst, wίthουt eνer ceαsίng
tο be ωώ Ηe wαs (the eternαι Son), wίuingΙy αnd freeΙy chαnged
ίn ωJΖαf Ηe wαs (αttrίbυtes,  cοndίtίοn) by enterίng serίουsly ίnto
the hυmαn cοndίtίοn, αnd sο becαme the υniqυe Μαn.

Το  the  αbΟνe  stαtement,  ρrΟροnents  of  the  trαdίtίοnαι  νίew
αnswered:  ``Ιt ίs  ίmροssίbΙe  for αny hυmαn beίng tο eχρΙαίn the
eχαct nαtυre οf the ίncαrnαted Sοn of Gοd. Ηere, we αre deαιίng
wίth α mystery, αnd Sο ίt ίs to be αcceρted by fαίth."

Μetαιιίnοs sαw thαt thοSe whο were ίn dίsαgreement wίth hίm
υsed the wοrd ``myStery" eχcΙυsίνeΙy tο theίr οwn αdναntαge; thαt
ίs,  they were υsίng  ``mystery" when they wαnted tο  stορ hίm
frοm eχρ1αίnίng hίs ChrίstοΙΟgίcαι νίew whίιe they themSeΙνes, ίn
ρreSentίng theίr ChrίstοΙοgίcαι νίew, were dοίng α ΙΟt of eχρ1αίn-
in8 Οf the sαme ``mystery.„

Τhey eχρΙαίn, fοr eχαmρΙe, thαt ``Chrίst Shου1d be recοgnίzed ίn
twο  nαtυres;  wίthουt.cοnfυsίοn,  wίthουt chαnge,  withουt dίνί-
sίοn,  wίthουt Seραrαtίοn,  the distίnction οf nαtυres beίng ίn nο
wαy αnnυ1Ιed by theίr υnίοn, bυt rαther the chαrαcterίstίcs οf eαch
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nαtυre beίng ρreserνed αnd cοmίng tοgether tο fοm οne ρersοn
αnd sυbsίstence, nοt αs ραrted οr seραrαted ίntο twο ρersοnS, bυt
οne αnd the sαme Sοn αnd ΟnΙy-begοtten Gοd αnd Wοrd, Lοrd
Jesυs Chrίst.„3

Ιf the ίncαmαtίοn οf the Sοn οf Gοd ίs α mystery, ίt Shουιd be α
mystery tο αιι αnd nοt οnΙy tο sοme, Μetαmnοs Stαted. ΒeSίdes,
the wοrd ``mystery" ίn the Νew Τestαment neνer αρρeαrs wίth
the meαnίng οf Sοmething thαt ίs mystίcαι αnd/or ίncοmρrehensί-
bΙe by the hυmαn mίnd. Οn the cοntrαry, thίs mystery wαs fυιιy
reνeαιed tο the αροstle Ραυι (ΕρheSίαns 3:4-6), whο, αs α mαtter of
fαct, υrges eνery beΗeνer `'tο Κnοw the mystery οf Gοd, nαmeΙy
Chrίst,  ίn  whοm  αre  hίdden  αιι  the  treαsυres  οf wίsdοm  αnd
Κnowledge" (CοΙΟssίαns 2:2-3).

Ιn teαchίng αnd wrίdng these νίews, ΜetαιιίnοS dίd nοt eνer
αttemρt tο ίmροse them οn αnyοne. Αs α ΒίbΙe SchοΙαr, he wαs
ορen-mίnded  αnd  tο1erαnt,   οne  whο  resρected  the  sρίrίtυα1
cοnνίctίοns οf οtherS, αnd he fουnd Sρecίαι delίght ίn dίscυssίng
ναrίουs dοctrίnα1 νίews.

Ηe wαs reαuy dίstressed, hοweνer, ονer the behανίοr οf certαίn
brethren becαυse, ίn sρίte οf αιι hίs decΙαrαtίοns αnd eχρΙαnαtίοns,
they ίnsίsted οn Κeeρίng the ΗreS οf cοntrονersy bυmίng αnd the
sρίrίtS οf the brethren ίn cοnStαnt tυmοn.

Whίιe α1Ι thίs wουnded Μetαιιίnοs's sensίtίνe heαrt νery deeρ-
Ιy, αt the sαme tίme ίt serνed to brίng ουt hίs Chrίstίαn chαrαcter.
Ιn α hυmble αnd gentΙemαnΙy Sρίrίt,  whίιe the cοntrονersy wαs
stίιι rαgίng,  he wrοte α Ιetter to thοse whο were ορροsίng αnd
αccυsίng hίm, ίn οrder tο shοw them, by cίtίng sρecίfίc hαρρen-
ίngs, the ίnjυstίce thαt wαs beίng done to hίm αnd tΟ αssυre them,
``Ι cοnsίder ίt hαrdly necessαry tο αdd thαt, αs Ι wrίte thiS, Ι Ιονe α1Ι

Οf yΟυ sίncereΙy wίth brotherΙy αffectίοn αnd feeΙ no bίttemess ίn
my heαrt αgαίnst αny οne. Ι cαιι οn Gοd αs my wίtneSS_αnd Ι beg
οf yου  thαt yου  αcceρt my brοtherΙy  greetίng ίn  Chrίst."  Αnd
then, he eνen tυmed the οther cheeΚ αnd αdded, ``Ι ρ1αce mySelf
αt yουr dίsροsαι αnd αm reαdy tο Serνe my brethren whereνer yου
dίrect.„

Νeνertheless, there Seemed tο be nο end tο thίs υnhαρρy stαte
οf  αffαίrs.  Αt  thίs  Stαge  ίn  the  cοntrονersy,  the  recrίmίnαtiοns
Sρreαd eνen ίntο Ευrορe αnd Νοrth Αmerίcα.

3Ιbίd.
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Αs α resυιt, Μetαιιίnοs mαde Κnοwn tο certαίn fοreίgn theο1ο-
gίαns  hίs  tyρewrίtten  ραρer  on  the  ρersοn  οf  Chrίst  fοr  theίr
crίtίcαι αρρrαίsα1.  Ηe mαde ίt α ροίnt tΟ αsΚ them tο shοw hίm
eχαctΙy  where  hίs  stυdίes  αnd  cοnclυsίοns  mαy  hανe  been  ίn
dίsαgreement zω.#ι fhe Νeτt; Γesfαmeπf . Αs he eχρ1αίned, he wαs nοt
ίntereSted  ίn  the  dοgmαs  thαt  hαd  been  hαnded  dοwn  ίn  the
``trαdίtίοn"  οf the chυrch,  bυt onΙy ίn dοctrίnes thαt hανe theίr
rοοts ίn the Νew ΤeStαment.

Αs α cοnSeqυence,  1etterS frοm αbrοαd stαrted cοmίng:  sοme
ίnsίstίng  thαt  he  mυst  nοt  ρυbΙίcίze  hίs  ραρer,  mαny  οthers
Symραthetίc tο the ροSίtίοn he tοοΚ οn thίs ίmροrtαnt qυestίοn.

γet, becαυse οf the υnfοrtυnαte trend thαt mαrΚed the whοΙe
dίscυssίοn frοm the begίnnίng,  Μetα1Ιίnοs becαme, by nοw,  Sο
weαry  thαt  he  reΙeαsed  the  fοΙ1οwίng  Ηnαι  stαtements,   thυs
cΙοSίng the dοοr tο αny fυrther cοntrονerSy ονer the mαtter:

Stαtement  Ι
Wίth  αιι  my  heαrt,  Ι beΙίeνe  αnd  testίfy befοre Gοd  thαt

``greαt ίs the mystery οf gοdΙίnesS: Gοd wαs mαnίfest ίn the

neSh"  (1 Τίmοthy 3:16).
Το  be  mοre  ραrtίcυ1αr,  Ι  neνer  fοr  α  mοment  ceαsed  tο

beΙίeνe  αnd  to  testίfy  thαt  the  hίstοrίcα1  ]eSυs  wαs  αιwαys
Gοd-mαn, the Secοnd Ρersοn οf the Ηο1y Ήnίty, Son οf Gοd
befοre  αιι  αges,  ``Whο  wαs  mαde  ίn  the  ΙiΚeness  οf  men"
(Ρhίιίρρίαns 2:7) thαt Ηe mίght gίνe ``Ηίs sΟυ1 αn οΗerίng fοr
sίn"  (Ιsαίαh  53:10),  Ηίs  Ιίfe  α  rαnsom  fοr  mαny  (Μαtthew
20:28).

Τherefore,  Ι  hereby  StrοngΙy  ρrοtest  thαt  αny  αccυsαtίοn
whίch reρreSentS me αs denyίng οr beΙίttΙίng the αbονe νίtα1
αnd fυndαmentαι dίνίne trυth ίs entίreΙy υnjυst αnd υnreα-
sοnαbΙe.  Ιt  ίs  Κnοwn  tο  αιι thαt,  fοr the  decΙαrαdοn  οf thίs
cαrdίnα1 trυth οf the  fαίth,  Ι hανe  Ιαbοred υnceαsίngΙy αnd
sαcrίfίcίαιιy fοr forty-twο yeαrS  αnd,  by the grαce οf Gοd,  Ι
shαιι  contίnυe  the  sαme  gΙΟrίουs  testίmony  υndΙ  my  Ιαst
breαth.  Αs α wίtness tο αι1 thίs, Ι ίnνοκe Ηίm whο Κnοweth
the  SecretS οf the heαrts αs weΙΙ αs the mοtίνeS behind ου
αctίοnS, αnd befοre whοm Ι Shαιι stαnd to gίνe αn αccουnt οn
thαt dαy.

Stαtement  ΙΙ
Cοncemίng my tyρewrίtten ραρer οn the hαrmonίzαtίοn οf
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the ChrίstοΙοgίcα1 ραsSαges οf the Νew Τestαment, υnder the
tίtΙe   ``Τhe   ΡerSοn   οf  ουr   Lord   Tesυs   Chrίst,"   Ι   wίιιίngΙy
wίthdrαw  αι1  the  eχέ7ιΩέ7!Ί7Jt.CαJ  eχρrCssι.ο7τS  contαίned  thereίn-

ρhίιοsορhίcαι αnd ρsychοΙΟgίcα1-αnd Ι hυmbΙy beg thαt they
be regαrded αs neνer hανίng been wrίtten.

(sίgned)

ΚοStαs Μetαιιίnοs

Sοme ρeορΙe ίnterρreted Μetα11ίnοs's stαtement αs α retrαctίοn
of hίs ChrίstοΙοgίcα1 ροsίtίοn, bυt certαίnly thαt ίs nοt the cαse. Ηe
wαs nοt the mαn tο reνοκe wίth α strΟΚe οf hίs ρen cοncΙυsίοnS
αnd cοnνίctίοnS he hαd fοrmυιαted αfter mαny yeαrs οf ίntense
stυdy  of  hίs  GreeΚ  Νew  ΤeStαment.  Τhe  οnΙy  ρυrροSe  οf  the
αbΟνe  ``Reαffίrmαtίοn of Fαίth" wαs sίmρΙy αs he hίmseΙf ρυt ίt,
``tο  wίthdrαw  αιι  the  eχf7.ώι.bJt.CαJ  eχρressί.o7τs,   ρhί1οsορhίcαι  αnd

ρsychοΙοgίcαι,"  αnd  nοt  tο  wίthdrαw his  οrigίnαι  ChrίstοΙοgίcαι
νίewS  bαsed  οn  the  bίblίcαι  νerses.   Ηe  wrote:   ``Τhe  Κenοtίc
teαchίng dοeS nοt 1eαn οnΙy on the SίngΙe ραsSαge οf Ρhίιίρρίαns
2:7-8 .  .  . bυt αιsο οn the gοSρels; thαt ίs tο sαy, οn the cιeαr αnd
αbυndαnt stαtements οf Ουr Lοrd,  cοncernίng Ηίs own Ρerson,
αnd frοm the hίstοrίc αccΟυnt οf Ηίs 1ίfe cοntαίned ίn the gosρelS,
esρecίαι1y ίn the gοSρeΙ οf ]οhn."

Wίth the ραsSίng οf tίme, the contrονerSy grαdυαι1y dίed ουt.

Cοntαcts ΑbrΟαd
Lαrgely thrουgh Μetαιιίnos' s ρerSοnαι αcqυαίntαnce wίth Chrίs-

tίαns ίn fοreίgn cουntrίeS there deνelορed ΙίttΙe by 1ίttΙe α cοnSίd-
erαbΙe degree of cοορerαtίοn between the FeΙ1οwshίρ οf the Free
Chυrches  οf  Greece  αnd  the  wοrΙdwίde  Chrίstίαn  οrgαnίzαtίοn
Κnοwn   αs   the   ``Ιntemαtίοnαι   Federαtίοn   οf  ΕναngeΙίcαι   Free
Chυrches." Τhe fίrst contαctS were mαde ίn 1950.

ΑS  the  ρreSίdent  οf  the  FelΙοwshίρ  οf  the  ΕναngeΙίcα1  Free
Chυrches οf Greece,  Μetαι1ίnos tΟοΚ ραrt ίn the  αnnυαι confer-
ences of the Ιnternαtίοnαι Federαtίοn αnd hαd the ορροrtυnίty tο
get  αcqυαίnted  wίth  qυίte  α  few  brοtherS  ίn  Chrίst.   Ηe  wαs
freqυentΙy weΙcοmed  αs  α  gυest ίn  theίr  hοmes  αnd  οften wαs
αsΚed tο Stαy fοr cοnsίderαble ρerίοds οf tίme.

Εαch tίme  he  trανeΙed tο Ευrορeαn cΟυntrίes he wαs  gίνen α
fίne  receρtίοn  αnd  gοοd  ρυblίcίty  ίn  the  newSραρers  οf  the
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Νewsραρer cΙίρρίngs frοm cουntrίes ίn ΕυrΟρe where Μetαιιίnos ρreαched
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Wίth ΕναngeΙίcαι Ιeαders ίn Ευrορe: Μrs.  Μetα|Ιίnοs,  F. Ηeίtmυ||er, Αrnο|d
ΟΙson, Α.  Κejer, αnd Μetα||ίnοs

cΟυntrίeS he νίsίted-sρecίαι1y ίn Germαny, DenmαrΚ, αnd Swe-
den, αnd eαch tίme he hαd tο Ιeανe α ραrt οf hίs heαrt remαίned
behίnd.  Α few monthS befοre he died,  αt α  tίme when he wαs
eχρerίencίng greαt αngυίsh οf Sουι becαυse οf the wαy sοme οf the
ρeορ1e οf the chυrch αt Αthens hαd been cαrryίng οn, he sαίd tο
hίs wίfe, ``ΑΙcmene, Ι cαn't stαnd ίt here αnymοre. Why dοn't we
get αwαy frοm here αnd gο tο Germαny tο Ιίνe?"

Ναtυrα1Ιy  he  wαsn't  reα11y  serίουs.  Τhey  were  jυst  wοrds-
wordS  SροΚen  onΙy  becαυse  his  heαrt  wαs  heανy  αnd  he  wαs
eχαsρerαted. Νeνer fοr α mοment dίd Μetα1ΙίnοS SerίουsΙy cοnSίd-
er  Ιeανίng  the  cοngregαtίοn  he  Ιονed.  Τhe  tender  αnd  Sαcred
sentίments he feΙt αre reνeαιed ίn the ραstοrαι 1etterS he Sent tο hίs
sρίrίtυαι chίιdren when he wαs οn οne of hίs regυιαr trίρs αbrΟαd
dυrίng the 1αst ρerίοd οf hίs 1ίfe.

Τhοse  Ιetters  wίιι  α1wαyS  be  remembered  by  the  chυrch  αs
αnοther αsρect of αn ίnSρίrαtίοnαι αnd frυίtfυι ραstorαι mίnίstry.
Τhe νίbrαnt, ferνent wαy ίn whίch Μetαιιίnοs eχρreSsed hίs ρrαίse
tο Gοd, the weαιth οf Βί.bΙe trυth he cαιιed υροn to brίng cοmfort
αnd cheer tο hίs ρeορΙe,  the trίυmρhαnt tone he'υsed tο brίng
encΟυrαgement  tο  trΟυbled  heαrtS,  αnd  the  hοΙy  thΟυghts  he
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brΟυght tο beαr αs he eχhοrted yουng αnd οΙd reΠect the ναrίουs
αsρectS οf hίs ρerSοnαιίty,  α ρersοnα1ίty meΙ1οwed αnd mαtυred
by α hοΙy wαικ αnd cοmρ1eteΙy deνοted tο the Lord αnd to the
serνίce οf Ηίs chυrch. Ηere ίs whαt he wrοte tο hίs congregαtίοn
αs he wαs νίsίtίng Εwersbαch ίn Germαny.

Μy beΙΟved brethren,
We αre ρίιgrίms ίn thίs worΙd.  We cαme ίntο the worΙd tο

Κnοw Chrίst, tο 1oνe Ηίm, tο serνe Ηίm, αnd ίn α shοrt whίιe,
tο See Ηίm fαce tο fαce.

Οnly, my beΙονed brethren, ουr heαrts shΟυιd αιwαyS hοΙd
fαst αnd Κeeρ fαίthfυι1y the hοΙy cοmmαndments οf ουr Lord.
Οnly then we reαny Ιονe Ηίm trυthfυuy. ΟnΙy then we gίνe
Ηίm jοy, αnd Ηe 1ονes υs wίth the new 1ονe, αnd Ιίνes ίn ουr
heαrts wίth dίνίne ροwer Uοhn 14:21).

Τhe testίngs whίch Ηe αιιοws υs tο go thrουgh, the fυrnαce
οf αdνersίty whίch cίrcυmStαnceS ρυt υs ίntο, αιι these cοme
from Ηίm αfter Ηe eχαmίneS them νery cαrefυιιy Sο thαt we
mίght be Ρromoted tο α Sυρerίοr grαde where we cαn Κnow
Ηίm ίn α deeρer wαy,  enjοyίng Ηίs ρreSence,  Ηίs cοmfοrt,
αnd Ηίs jοy. When thίs trυth wαs reνeαιed tο Ραυι, Ηe wrote
ίn α trίυmρhαnt Sρίrίt,  "Ι ρrefer tο gο thrουgh αfnίctiοnS sο
thαt the ροwer of Chrίst mαy cΟνer me" (2 Cοrίnthίαns 12:10).

Fοr thίs reαsοn, my belονed, αιwαys rejοίce, thαnΚίng the
Lοrd ίn eνerythίng, sυfferίng one αnοther ίn ουr weακnesses.
Let nοt αnyοne cοndemn hίs brοther,  Ιet υs nοt jυdge οne
αnοther, Ιet υs nοt be enνίουs οf αnyοne. Let υs αsΚ the Lοrd
tο mακe υs Ιίκe Ηίm becαυse Ηe creαted υs fοr thίs gΙΟrίουs
ρυrρΟSe.

Μy belονed brethren,  the Lοrd hαs entrυsted me wίth α
Κίnd οf wοrΚ thαt wίιι Οccυρy me stίι1 οne more mοnth of my
stαy here.

Ι cαn See frοm the ρυ1ρίt αιι οf yουr g1οwίng αnd hΟΙy fαces,
αnd Ι embrαce yου ίn Chrίst.
γουr Serναnt ίn the Lοrd,
κοStαs
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Τhe Μighty
ΙS Fαι1en

Οn thαt Sυndαy  ίn ]αnυαry  1963,  Μetαuίnοs's  schedυιe wαs
heανί1y ονerloαded. Αfter he ρreαched the mοmίng sermοn

αnd celebrαted the Lοrd's Sυρρer, he hαd tο αttend cοnferences
wίth reρresentαtίνeS of the chυrcheS ίn the ουtlyίng dίstrίcts, αnd
ίn the αfternοοn he hαd tΟ οfΗcίαte αt twο weddίngS. ΑΙthουgh he
ΙοοΚed  ραιe  αnd  eχhαυsted,   he  dίd   nοt  negΙect  αny  οf  hίs
resροnsίbίιίtίes.  Ηe  tοοΚ  cαre  of  eνerythίng  so  thαt  he  mίght
ρΙeαse eνeryοne, αs ίf he hαd α ρremοnίdοn thαt ίt wουιd be hίs
Ιαst Sυndαy αt 3 ΑΙcίbίαdeS Street. Τhe neχt dαy he Stαrted wίth α
cοmραny Οf the brethren fοr the cαmρ meetίng αt SΟυnίοn.

'`Let'S gο," he sαίd tο them, ``1et's gο tο Sουnίοn, thαt we mαy
dίe  tο  eνeryone  αnd  eνerythίng  eαrthly  αnd  Ιίνe  tο  the  Lοrd.
Wουιd thαt Ηe mίght tακe υs tο heανen frοm there."

Τhey dίd ίndeed gο υρ tο SΟυnίοn; αnd the Lοrd dίd grαnt hίm
the fανοr he αsΚed αnd tΟοΚ hίm tο heανen frοm there.  Οther
yeαrS, when sίmί1ar grουρs frοm ναrίουs chυrches hαd gοne to
Sουnίοn fοr ΒίbΙe Stυdy αnd Sρίrίtυαι feΙΙοwshίρ, Μetα11ίnοs hαd
υsed  α  ναrίety  οf  tΟρίcs  fοr  the  messαges  he  gανe  fοr  the
edίfίcαtίοn οf theίr sΟυιs. Τhίs tίme, hοweνer, theίr sρίrίtυαι fαther
felt α Strοng υrge tο Sρeακ tο the αsSembled grουρ οn the booΚ οf
the ReνeΙαtίοn.

135
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For  fίfteen  dαys  he  hαd  been  ίnterρretίng  the  teαchίngs,  the
ρrΟρhecίeS, αnd the mySterίουs Scenes ίn the Αροcαιyρse οf Jοhn,
αnd nοw he hαd cοme tο the twentίeth chαρter οf the bοοΚ. Ηe
wαs  jυst  αt  the  ροίnt  οf deScrίbίng  the Tυdgment οf the  Greαt
Whίte Τhrone when α sυdden ίιιness mαde ίt neceSSαry fοr hίm tο
cυt hίs messαge  Short.  Ηe ίmmedίαteΙy αsΚed fοr sρecίαι ρrαyer
``thαt Sαtαn mίght be beαten bαcΚ." Τhe ρrαyer wαs offered.  Ηe

seemed tο be mοre Ιίκe hίmSelf αgαίn,  αnd he cοntίnυed.  Βυt α
shοrt tίme Ιαter, he brουght hίs meSSαge tΟ αn eαrΙy cΙοSe.

Ηere ίs the concΙυsίοn οf the messαge, whίch wαs to be the 1αst
Οne οf hίs 1ίfe:

ΤhοSe whο fαιι αsΙeeρ ίn the Lοrd gΟ ίntο Ηίs ρreSence. Τhe
wοrd οf Gοd gίνes υs nο detαίιs, howeνer. Ιf we αre tοο eαger
tο Ιeαrn mοre οf the detαίιs,  there ίs α reαι dαnger thαt we
Shαιι be Ιed αstrαy. Τhαt whίch gίνes υs jοy ίs thαt we Shαιι be
wίth Chrίst. Τhose whο dίed ίn the Lord αre αιreαdy ίn α stαte
οf bΙessedness, bυt they αre nοt yet ίn gΙοry.

Ιn  the  thίrd νerse  οf the  twenty-Ηrst chαρter,  we  Ηnd α
Scene deρίctίng Gοd dweΙΙing wίth men. Ιn sοme mίrαcυ1ουs
mαnner Ηe wίιι endοw men wίth α new Κίnd οf Ιίfe. Ιt wίιι be
α heανenΙy Ιίfe.  Τhere wί11 be nο ραίn, nο sοrrοw, nο teαrS.

ΝΟw α 1ίttΙe αbουt the heανenly cίty. Ηere οn eαrth we See
cίtίes wίth νery hίgh bυίιdίngs, wίth fαctorίes, αnd wonderfυι
mαchίnery, wίth ίnνentίοns αnd ίndυstrίes, becαυse mαnΚίnd
dreαms  οf  αchίeνίng  the  ίdeαι  Stαte,   ίs  reαchίng  ουt  for
sοmethίng, αnd ίs 1ongίng tο be Ιίberαted frοm the bυrdens οf
Ιίfe υnder whίch men grοαn wίth αngυίsh. ΜαnΚίnd ίs tryίng
νery hαrd tο bring αbουt αn ίdeαι Stαte. Gοd hαs jυst sυch α
ρ1αce, bυt ίt ίs hίdden frοm ουr νίew, αnd when Ηe reνeαιs ίt
tο υs, it wίι1 Sαtίsfy α1Ι ουr ΙοngίngS. Whαt eΙse cαn ουr Lοrd
meαn when Ηe sαyS, ``Ι gο tο ρreραre α ρΙαce fοr yου?" Τhίs
cίty wίιι be the ίdeαι we hανe cherίshed, α ρΙαce ίndeScrίbαbΙy
beαυtίfυι  αnd  αbSο1υtely  ρerfect,  αnd  we  shα1Ι  dweΙ1  there
thrουghΟυt αιι the αges tο cοme. ΒΙessed be the nαme of Ουr
LΟrd.

Ιt wαs nοw the αfternοοn οf ΜΟndαy, ]αnυαry 21. Τhαt sαme
eνenίng,  reρeαted  νοmίtίng  αnd  ``α  bυrnίng  SenSαtίοn  ίn  the
ορenίng of the stοmαch" Κeρt Μetαι1ίnοs αwακe αιmοst the whοΙe
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night.  Ηe thουght thαt whαt wαs αίιίng hίm wαs ``α bαd cαse of
stοmαch  nυ."  Νο  οne  hαd  sυsρected  the  SerίουsneSS  of  the
sίtυαtίοn. Ηe remαίned ίn bed, sρendίng ραrt οf the tίme ίn ρrαyer
αnd the reSt ίn gαtherίng hίs thουghts fοr α meSSαge the neχt dαy
οn the Ιαst twο chαρters οf ReνeΙαtiοn. Βυt the neχt dαy he dίdn't
feeΙ  αbΙe  to  get υρ.  Sοmetίme  dυrίng  thαt αfternοοn he  tοοΚ α
ρίece οf ραρer αnd wίth greαt dίΗίcυιty wrote thίs ρrαyer on ίt: ``Ο
Lord, tακe αwαy αιι these bυrnίng stοmαch ραίns thαt the deνίι ίs
ίnΗίctίng  υροn  me."  Τοwαrd  eνenίng  he  αsΚed  ΑΙcmene,  who
wαs αt hίs Sίde, tο gο tο the bοοΚcαse tο brίng hίm α cοmmentαry
Οn the ΑΡΟcαιyΡse. Jυst αs ΑΙcmene wαs αρρrοαchίng the bοοΚ-
cαse tο ΙοοΚ fοr the bΟοΚ, she heαrd behίnd her α sΙίght rαttle-1ίκe
sουnd. Ιt wαs the Ηnαι breαth οf ΚοStαs Μetαιιίnοs.

Τhαt wαs 8 o'dοcΚ ίn the eνening, Τυesdαy, ]αnυαry 22,  1963.
Α Ιίttle Ιαter α gοοd sίster frοm ΜetαιιίnoS's chυrch αρρrοαched

the bed αnd wίth α Ιίght tουch οf her ΗngerS dοsed hίs twο eyes,
the twο wίndοws thrουgh whίch hίs ρeορΙe hαd fοr sο mαny yeαrS
obserνed the beαυty οf the Sου1 thαt hαd jυst deραrted.

Τhe news sρreαd by wοrd οf mΟυth, by teΙeρhοne, by wίre, by
the Ρrίnted Ρα8e,  αnd brΟυ8ht deeρ sorrοw tο the old αnd the
yουng,  tο the greαt αnd the  smαιι,  tο dose frίends αnd chαnce
αcqυαίntαnces.  When ρeΟρΙe  heαrd  thαt  he wαs  deαd,  they feΙt
thαt Sοmethίng wίthίn them hαd been Sυddenly SnυΗed ουt, thαt
α Ραrt οf themseΙνeS hαd ρerίshed fοreνer.  Οn the neχt dαy the
body wαs taΚen frοm Sουnίοn to 3 ΑΙcίbίαdeS Street, where ίt wαs
ρΙaced ίn frοnt οf the ρυιρίt.

Τhe fυnerαι wαs heΙd on Τhυrsdαy, ]αnυαry 24, αt 10:30 Α.Μ.
Long befοre tίme for the serνίce the Ιαrge αυdίtοrίυm wαs fίιιed

tο  ονernοwίng  wίth  ρeορΙe  αnd  nοrαι  trίbυteS.  Ιt  Seemed  thαt
eνeryοne from fαr αnd neαr hαd cοme tο mΟυrn hίm. Οne cαme tο
Ιαment ονer hίs fαther ίn the fαίth whο fοr yeαrs hαd nουrίshed
hΊs sρίrίtυαι nαtυre αnd ΙοοΚed αfter hίs ναrίed temροrαι needs.
Αnother cαme  tο  mΟυrn  hίm  αs  the beΙΟνed  cοΙΙeαgυe  ίn  hίgh
gονernment Serνίce who by hίs ραtίence αnd hίs hυmίιίty hαd Ιed
Ηm tο  See  the  Ιίght οf the  sαιναtίοn  οf Gοd.  Αnοther cαme  tο
mΟυm the fαίthfυ1 Serναnt οf the gοsρeΙ whο fοr α ρerίοd οf fίfty
yeαrS  αnd wίthΟυt the  sΙίghteSt mαterίαι beneΗt  for hίmseΙf hαd
mαίntαίned  α  dίgnίfίed goSρel wίtness thαt hαd reα1 νίtαιίty αnd
hαd  borne  mυch  frυίt.  Stίιι  αnοther  came  tο  Ιαment  ονer  thίs
``mαrνeΙΙουs mαn,"  ΚοStαs Μetαιιίnοs,  αnd αt the sαme tίme  tο
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sαtίsfy hίs cυrίοsίty αs tο how thοse whΟ αre trυιy men οf Gοd
1οοΚ αs they Ιίe ίn the cαsΚet.

Αs α trίbυte to the deραrted serναnt οf God, Sοngs οf hορe αnd
νίctοry  were  Sυng  ίn  sοft,  tender  tοneS  by  the  chυrch  chοίr,
whose  mίnistry hαd been greαtΙy beΙονed by Μetαιιίnos.  Αsίde
frοm thίs sweet mυsίc nothίng eΙse cουιd be heαrd ίn, the crοwded
sαnctυαry.  Τhοse  whο  were  stαndίng  were  sίιent,  entrαnced,
dυmbfουnded;  the reSt of the ρeορ1e fίιed ραst the cαsΚet Ιίκe α
slοw' sίιent streαm.

Τhe deeρ sοrrow οf thοSe αt the fυnerα1 mαde sυch αn ίmρres-
Sίοn  οn  the  υndertακer  thαt  he  αcceρted  nο  ραyment  fοr  hίs
SerνίceS, eνen thουgh ΜetαιιίnοS wαs α cοmρΙete strαnger tο hίm.
Ηe wαs deeρΙy mΟνed by whαt he sαw αnd Sαίd,  ``Τhe fαct thαt
Sυch α Ιαrge crοwd hαs cοme tο weeρ fοr thίs mαn shοws thαt he
mυst hανe been α holy mαn ίndeed."

Τhe ραιι-beαrers were yουng men engαged ίn the mίnίstry οf
the Wοrd, αnd αιι οf them Μetαι1ίnοs's sοns ίn the fαίth. Τhey hαd
receίνed  theίr  Sρίrίtυαι  nουrίshment  frοm  hίm,   hαd  becοme
fΟΙΙοwerS and ίmίtαtοrS οf theίr beΙονed teαcher.  Whereνer they
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went tΟ ρreαch they cαrried Μetα11ίnoS'S messαge; they eχρουnd-
ed hίs theοΙοgίcαι νίews. Τhey eνen bοre mαny of hίs chαrαcterίs-
tίc mαnnerίsms.

Ιt wαs αιmοSt nοοn when the fυnerαι ρrοceSsίοn Stαrted ουt fοr
the cemetery. Ιt wαs α rαίny dαy; the cοΙd wαs ρenetrαtίng. Αt the
heαd  wαs  the  heαrse  beαrίng  the  mοrtαι  remαίns  οf  Κοstαs
Μetαιιίnοs.  Τhίs wαs fΟΙΙοwed by α ΙΟng ρrοcessίοn οf αυtοmo-
bίιeS  fίιιed  wίth  ρeΟρ1e  αnd  beαυtίfυι  wreαths  αnd  SρrαyS  of
nοwerS.  Ιt tοοΚ the  Ιοng 1ίne  οf cαrs  hαιf αn hουr to reαch  the
entrαnce to the cemetery. Frοm there to the αctυα1 ρ1αce of bυrίαι
the Ιοng ρrοcesSίοn wαs αιmost eΙοqυent ίn ίts sοΙemnίty.

Τhe cαsΚet wαs ρΙαced neχt tο the ορen grανe,  αnd eνeryone
gαthered αrΟυnd fοr the fίnαι fαreweΙ1. Τhere wαs α brίef messαge
on the 1ίνίng hΟρe of the Chrίstίαn.  Τhen the grΟυρ οf beΙίeνerS
sαng α  few hymns  οn the  Sαme  theme.  Τhe  cαsΚet wαs  SΙοwιy
Ιοwered ίntο the grανe αnd tenderly cονered by α gentΙe shοwer οf
eαrth αnd nοwers.

``Ηοw Ι wίsh thαt Ι wΟυιd wακe υρ αnd reα1ίze thαt whαt hαs

hαρρened wαs reαιιy οnΙy α bαd dreαm," Sαίd οne οf the mουrnerS
αs he wαs 1eανίng the cemetery.  Βυt, αιαs,  ίt wαs nο dreαm.  Τhe
mίghty one hαd ίndeed fαιιen.

Τhe Μeαsυre of the Μαn
Τhe ρerSοn αnd worΚ οf Κοstαs Μetαιιίnos mαy be comραred tΟ

οne οf the greαt ρyrαmίdS whose gίgαntic dίmensίοns ίmρreSs υs
αs strongΙy αs dο the ίnner chαmberS wίth theίr hίdden treαsυreS.
Τhe Ουtwαrd dίmenSίοns οf hίs sρίrίtυαι ΙαbοrS were ραrαιιeled by
the ίnner hοΙίnesS οf hίs heαrt.

Οne αsρect οf ΜetαιιίnοS's contrίbυtίοn to the Chrίstίαn chυrch
wαs hίs teαchίng mίnίstry.  Αs α teαcher οf the Scrίρtυres,  eίther
thrΟυgh the sροΚen wοrd or thrουgh hίs wrίtίngs, he mαde hίs
ρresentαtίοns of dίνίne trυthS cryStαι cιeαr, ίntereStίng, ``freSh"-
αs  he  hίmSeΙf  Ιίκed  tΟ  ρυt  ίt-αnd  not  cΙυttered  υρ  wίth  the
trαdίtίοnαι dogmαtίc cΙίchέs. Ηe wαs α dαrίng ρreαcher. Ηe dίdn't
hesίtαte tο eχρreSS hίs ίdeαs-νen thουgh he Κnew thαt he wου1d
dίsρΙeαse   Sοme  οf  hίs  heαrerS-αs  Ιοng  αs  he  wαs  SίncereΙy
cοnνίnced thαt hίs ίdeαs were bαsed οn the ScriΡtυres.

Ηίs νίewS οn the ChrίstοΙοgίcαι ρroblem, on the eναngeΙίΖαtion
οf the deαd, αnd οn the morαι freedom οf mαn αnd the αrgυmentS
he υsed ίn dίscυsSίng thοSe tορίcs demοnStrαte for υs hίs ίnde-
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ρendent  thίnΚing  οn  theο1ogίcαι  sυbjects.  Ηe  ίnterρreted  αnd
eχρουnded the bαsίc trυths concernίng Ουr redemρtίοn thrουgh
Chrίst ίn αccοrdαnce wίth the Ιight by whίch Gοd hαd enαbled
hίm tο see them, αnd αιwαyS αfter fίrst deνοtίng mυch ίntenSίνe
stυdy, hαrd wοrΚ, αnd Sρecίαι ρrαyer tο the tαsΚ.

ΝeνertheleSS  the  Ουtstαndίng  ρhenοmenοn  ίn  the  teαchίng
mίnίstry  οf Μetαι1ίnοs wαs hίs  Sυccess ίn gettίng sίmρΙe,  υnsο-
ρhίstίcαted belίeνers sο fίred υρ ονer theίr fαίth thαt they were
eαger  to  dίscυss  αnd  eνen  get  ίntο  αrgυments  ονer  theοΙοgίcαι
qυeStίοns.  Τhίs  sυccess cαme αbουt becαυse οf hίs gίft οf beίng
αble tο cΙαrίfy tορίcS αnd ίdeαs So thαt eνen cοmmοn ρeορ1e cουιd
υnderStαnd them. Τhυs, by hίs teαchίng, he ίnSρίred the tαίιοr tο
get ίntο dίscυssίοns οn the theme of the mοrα1 resροnsίbίιίty οf
mαn,  the  hουsewίfe  tο  tα1Κ  enthυsίαstίcα11y  αbουt  the  ρ1αn  of
Sαιναtίοn thrουgh Chrίst, αnd the bαrber tο ρresent αn eΙοqυent
eχρ1αnαtίοn of the wαy Chrίst's deαth wαs the effectυαι meαns of
brίngίng αbουt α recοncί1ίαtίοn between the jυstίce αnd the grαce
οf Gοd.  Τheο1οgy  `'cαme  α1ίνe"  αnd wαs  sίmρΙίΗed  sο thαt the
Ιαymen cουιd grαsρ ίt. Τhαt theοΙοgy tοοΚ rοοt ίn the Free Chυrch
αnd becαme nοt οnly οne οf the mαrΚs thαt chαrαcterίzed ίt bυt α
reαι ροwer thαt Ονer the yeαrS hαs Κeρt ίtS members wίde αwακe
αnd hαs heΙρed tο mακe them αwαre οf the sΟυrce αnd the bαsίc
cοntent οf theίr fαίth.

Αnοther SίgnίΗcαnt cοntrίbυtίοn οf Μetα11ίnοs tο the chυrch οf
Chrίst wαs hίs ραstοrαι mίnίstry. Ηe wαs α beΙονed αnd deνοted
ραstοr  whο  hαs  1eft  behίnd  hίm  mαny  ίnsρίrίng  αnd  mΟνίng
eχαmρΙeS οf sαcrίfίcία1 Serνίce. Βυt ίn οne αsρect of hίs worΚ, the
αreα  οf 1eαderShίρ  resροnSίbίΗty,  he  Seems  tο  hανe dίsρΙαyed α
weακneSS.  Ηe wαs reΙυctαnt tΟ ίnsίst thαt eνerythίng ``be  dοne
decentΙy αnd ίn οrder" ίn the chυrch. Ιn hίs eαgemess tο hανe the
cοngregαtίοn fυnctίοn αs α ρυreΙy demοcrαtίc bοdy, he neglected
tο tακe ίt υροn hίmSelf, αs the resροnsίble 1eαder, tο recommend
meαsυres tο ίnSυre ρrορer chυrch οrder αnd dίscίριίne. Τhe resυιt
wαs thαt αnyοne wαs free tο engαge ίn chυrch αctίνίtίeS, wίthουt
ρrορer gυίdαnce, wίth nο reStrίctίοnS, αnd wίthουt αny sυρerνί-

Ξί:ΞέrtSΟοοΤisτeίΈethye:rυ:gwΞοίtnΞdl;ndνyΞrrSesαρnodnsί:ίι:Ξ:sfaίtαht
were  entίreΙy  ουt  οf  Ιίne  wίth  theίr  Sρίritυαι  eχρerίence  αnd
mαtυrίty.   Τhίs  υnreStrαίned  freedοm,   eSρecίαιιy  when  ίt  wαs
eχercίsed by Some wίth mοre energy thαn wίsdοm,  ρrόdυced α
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greαt deαι οf frίctίοn αnd freqυent mίsυnderstαndίngs wίthίn the
cοngregαtίοn. Νοt οnΙy dίd thίs stαte οf αffαίrs hίnder the ρrοgreSs
οf the chυrch, bυt ίt ρrοdυced reρercυsSίοns thαt gοt Μetα1Ιίnοs
``ίn hοt wαter" reρeαtedΙy αnd cαυsed hίm mυch αngυίsh οf Sρίrίt

tο the νery end Οf hίs 1ife.
Ιf  he   feΗ  sοmewhαt  shοrt  ίn  αdmίnί'strαtίνe   αbίιίty,   ίt  wαs

becaυse he hαd deνοted hίs whοΙe αttentίοn to the mίnίstry οf the
Wοrd.  Ιt  ίs  ίn  thίs  αreα  thαt  we  fίnd  ΜetαιιίnοS's  ρreemίnent
cοntrίbυtίοn to the chυrch οf Christ.  Αs he hίmSeΙf teStίfίed,  the
GaΙΙ  he  hαd  receίνed  frοm  Gοd  wαs  tΟ  ρreαch,  tο eχρουnd  the
Wοrd, tο brίng the gοsρeΙ οf Chrίst tο the ρeορΙe of Greece ίn α
sίmρ1e, eαsίιy υnderstοοd fοrm.

Frοm the tίme he fίrSt entered ίntο the worΚ ίn 1917, he feΙt thαt
he wαs αnΟίnted of the Lord fοr thίs ραrticυιαr mίsSίοι+ αnd αt
thαt tίme he wrote:

Μy  ίdeα1  ίn  Ιίfe,  the  νery  ίmροrtαnt  ρ1αn  fοr  my  1ίfe,  the
fυιfίι1ment οf whίch Ι feeΙ ίs the reαsοn fοr my eχίstence, ίs my
enΙίstment  ίn  the  serνίce  οf  Chrίst  αnd  my  Ιαbοr  ίn  the
sρreαdίng οf Ηίs gosρeΙ.

Ηe dίd ίndeed Sυcceed ίn reαchίng whαt he feΙt tο be hίs Ιίfe's

:Ξeρaeιίbα:ΞeΓenαΞΞίοΉίο:fhί:.giνeeΟΞΞj=ht;:ΞΞi9eρhΞΊCΞtghΞywΈίΞ
tο brίng tο Ιίght the bαsίc trυths of the Νew ΤeStαment, whίch υρ
tο then hαd mαde hαrdΙy αny ίmραct ίn the thίnΚίng of Μοdern
Greece becαυse the dergy αnd the mοnΚs οf the state chυrch hαd
dοne mοre to cονer υρ gosρel trυth thαn tο ρrοclαίm ίt. Μetα11ίnos
mαde the cοntent οf the Νew Τestαment Sο αιίνe, αnd stressed ίts
cοntemροrαry Sίgnίfίcαnce sο αbly,  thαt ίt hαd α fαscίnαtίοn thαt
chαmed beΙίeνers αnd υnbeΙίeνerS αιίκe.  Ηe wαs α trαίιblαzer,  α
Ρίοneer whΟ ΟΡened υρ new ραthS αnd mαrΚed Ουt new dίrec-
tίοnS ίn the reΙίgίουs Ιίfe of mοdem Greece.

Fυrthermore,  αs  α  cίνί1  serναnt,  he  wαs  the  fίrSt  tο  sρreαd
eναngeΙίcαι trυth αmοng thοse ίn the gονemment serνίce, αnd he
wαs  Sο  sυcceSsfυ1  thαt  sοme  of  the  hίgheSt  rαnΚίng  οfΗciαιs
orgαnίzed ΒibΙe-Stυdy cΙαsses αnd ρrαyer grΟυρs for gονernment
wοrκers.

ΑS α Scίentίst whο hαd embrαced Chrίstίαnίty he wαs the fίrst
whο, by meαnS of ρυbΙίc 1ectυres οn ίmροrtαnt scίentίfίc sυbjects,



142 .  Κοstαs ΜeΤαιιίnοs

hαd the cουrαge tο ρreSent tο ουr mαterίαιίstίc αge fαίth ίn Chrίst
αs  sοmething  thαt  ίs  not  ίn  dίsαgreement  wίth  ουr  mοdern
cίνίιίzαtίοn.  Ενen  the  Οrthοdοχ  chυrch  owes  α  greαt  debt  tο
ΜetαιιίnοS, not οnΙy becαυse he deνοted hίs whοΙe Ιίfe tο the tαsΚ
οf αrουsίng the relίgίουs cοnscίουsness οf the GreeΚ ρeΟρΙe αnd
tΟ α reΙentΙess wαr αgαίnSt the forceS οf υnbeΙίef, bυt αιsο becαυse
by hίs ρreαchίng he hαd brουght the Ιίght οf the trυe gοSρeΙ tο
ουtstαndίng Οrthοdοχ 1αymen who, hανίng receίνed the eχρerί-
ence οf Sαιναtίοn by fαίth, becαme αctίνe wοrΚers ίn theίr chυrches
αnd were ίnstrυmentαι ίn brίngίng αbουt deSίrαbΙe reforms wίthίn
the ΟrthοdΟχ chυrch.

Τhe fουndαtίοn on whίch αιι οf Μetα1ΙίnοS'S wοrΚ rested wαs hίs
οwn  ρersοnαι  fαίth.  Ιt  mίght be  weΙΙ  fοr υs  here  tο  ΙοοΚ αt  the
weαιth οf Sρίrίtυα1 treαsυre hίdden wίthίn the mαn. Ηe wαs nοt α
syStemαtίc theΟΙοgίαn οr αn ουtstαndίng οrgαnίzer αnd αdmίnίs-
trαtor.  Ηe  wαs,  hοweνer,  α  mαn  οf  fαίth.  Ηe  beΙίeνed  ίn  the
ρrοmίses αnd αffίrmαtίοns οf Gοd wίth the sίmρΙe fαίth οf α Ιίttle
chίιd. Sυch ίnnocent αnd Sροntαneουs fαίth ίs neνer fουnd αραrt
frοm  trυe  hυmίιίty.  Τhίs  rαre  Chrίstίαn  νίrtυe  gανe  α  certαίn
beαυty bοth tο hίs mαnner αnd dαίιy wαικ. Ηe neνer sουght the
Ιίmelίght. Ηe wαs hυmble enουgh αnd reαιίstic enουgh tο recog-
nίze thαt Gοd'S worΚ ίs ρerformed by Gοd αnd nοt by mαn. Ηe
ΙΟοΚed υροn hίs sυccesses αs the resυ1t of the ροwer Οf the g0Sρel;
neνer dίd he thίnΚ οf them αs ρerSοnαι αchίeνements.

ΑS  he  ρrοceeded  οn  hίs  sρίrίtυαι  jουmey,   he  wαs  nοt  α
thυnderίng wαrrίοr bυt αn ίnnοcent Ιαmb.  Ηίs  onΙy weαροn οf
αttαcΚ  Wαs  the  Sermοn;  hίs  οnΙy  weαροn  of  defense  wαs  the
SenSίtίνeneSS  οf hίs hοΙy  Ιίfe.  Αnd  Sο,  fοr  the  sακe  of hίs  Lord,
ΜetαιιίnοS  wαs  α1wαyS  reαdy  tο  ρreαch  αnd  tο  Sυffer.  Βυt  the
Ρreemίnent mαrΚ οf hίs cυ1tυred, tender sουι wαs Ιονe-the Ιονe
οf God thαt ονerΙοοΚs, thαt forgίνeS, thαt ρίtίeS, thαt υnderStαnds.
Ηe hαd senSed thαt αι1-embrαcίng 1ονe fοr the fίrSt tίme ίn the bαre
Ιίttle rοοm οf hίs stυdent dαyS αnd hαd Shed teαrS οf hαρρίneSs
αnd grαtίtυde. Ιt hαd grίρρed hίm tο the ροίnt thαt he wαs wίιιίng
tο becοme ίtS bondSerναnt fοreνer, αnd he hαd whίsρered tο the
Lord,  ``Ι ρrοmίse γου thαt Ι wί11 be cοmρΙeteΙy γουrs αnd thαt Ι
wilΙ contίnυe tο serνe γου α1Ι my 1ίfe." Κοstαs Μetαι1ίnοs Κeρt hίs
Ρrοmίse, αnd the Lοrd ρerformed Ηίs worΚ.

Τhαt wοrΚ dίd nοt dίe wίth ΜetαιιίnoS. Οn the cοntrαry, ίt hαs
been enrίched αnd eχραnded. Certαίn stυdents frοm ΜetαιιίnοS'S
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Μetαιιίnοs'  grανe  αt  the  Fίrst  Cemetery  ίn  Αthens.  Ηe  wrote  hίs  οwn
eρπaρh:

'Τίs  nοt the grανe thαt ρerίshes

Ενen thο' the 9rαsses grΟw'Τίs a Stαίrwαy tο the g|οry

Wίth α gαte οf cΙαy

Βίble  SchΟοΙ  eStαbhShed  α  nυmber  of 1οcαι  chυrcheS  ίn  Greece,
whίιe  οthers  tοοΚ the  meSsαge  to  fοreίgn ΙαndS.  υsίng ναrίουs
medία,  these dedίcαted Ιαborers  fοr Gοd becαme meSsengerS  of
hορe αmοng the thΟυsαndS of GreeΚ ίmmίgrαnts whο αre  Scαt-
tered ίn Seνerα1 cΟυntrίeS, mαny of them Ιίνίng ίn ΙοnelίneSs αnd
Sοmetίmes ίn deSραίr.

Τhe  Lοrd  αρρrΟνed  thαt  mίnίstry;  αnd  tοdαy,  αs  α  resυιt,  α
grουρ  οf  GreeΚ-sρeακίng  cοngregαtίοns  αre  nουrίshίng  ίn  Ευ-
rορe, ίn the υnίted StαteS, ίn Cαnαdα, αnd esρecίαιιy ίn Αυstrαιία.
ΑΙΙ οf theSe chυrcheS αre υnited by α cοmmοn teStίmony,  cοm-
mοn ίdeαιs αnd αsρίrαtίοns. Αnd the worΚ gοes οn.

Τhe Κίngdοm οf Gοd  .  .  . ίs ΙiΚe α mυstαrd Seed, whίch α mαn
tοοΚ αnd ρ1αnted ίn hίs gαrden. Ιt grew, becαme α tree, αnd
the bίrdS οf the αίr ρerched ίn ίtS brαncheS  [Lυκe 13.18]







ΗοsπΑS
GΟd: S ΜβsSe"gα

tΟ GeeCe
γer. Ζέrνορου1οs, Ρh.D.

Τhίs bοοΚ teΙΙS αn υnυsυα1 story shαρed by αn
υnυsυαι  mαn.  Ιn  the  faΙΙ  οf  1910,  Gοd  cαιιed
Κοstαs   ΜetαιιίnοS,   α  mαn   Wίth   αιmοst   nο
reΙigίουs   edυcαtίοn   αnd   wίthουt   αny   bαcΚ-
grουnd ίn the eναngeΙicαι faίth.  Βυt ΜetαιιίnοS
receίνed hίs  edυcαtίοn  αt the  feet οf the Lοrd
ΗίmSelf,  Stυdyίng  the  ScrίρtυreS  wίth  α  heαrt
άιιιy cοmmίtted tΟ Ηίm.

Μetαιιίnοs wαs more thαn α mαn. Ηe Wαs αn
eνent-α ρίοneer αnd refοrmer Whο αwακened
Greece Wίth hίs meSsαge οf saΙναtίοn by fώth.

Ηe  wαs  the  fίrSt  ίn  Greece tο  ρreαch  tο  Sο
mαny the gοsρeΙ οf Chrίst, α messαge thαt, υntίι
then, wαs νery ΙittΙe Κnοwn tο the GreeΚ ρeορΙe.
Reαd hοW Gοd υsed ΜetαιιίnοS tο ρrοmοte the
eναngeΙίcαι  faίth ίn  Greece.  Μαy yου jοίn the
hυndredS Whο thrουgh him cαme tο Κnοw the
trυe Lίght οf Ιίfe,  JeSυs Chrίst.


